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CHARLES TOWNLY. 


c HAP. LXVIII. 


Reflections on Captivity.—Cataſtrophe of the Authors 

Inmpriſonment. 

137 

E who never experienced tlie woes of capti- 
vity can form but a faint idea of their mag- 
nitude: The moſt accurate deſcription falls ſhort 
in delineating the langour of a captive's ſolitude, 
or the tediouſneſs of his hours. Every riſing 
morn that calls the ſons of liberty to chearful ſo- 
ciety or buſy exertion, awakens him to inert exiſt- 
ence and tormenting reflection. — His heart yearns 
to behold the viſages he loves. —His ears are eager 
to catch the lively ſounds of ſocial intercourſe. — 


Vol. III. B Alas! 
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Alas! No gratification, —no comfort reaches his 
deſerted cell. The pining victim of fallacious hope 
and fruitleſs expectation, again beholds the gloomy 
ſhades of night return, drops a ſilent tear, and at 
length, fatigued with melancholy contemplation, 
ſinks to a tranſient ſuſpenſion of thought, too 
ſoon to be ſucceeded by an increaſe of miſery. 


In this dreadful ſituation I paſſed the lingering 
moments of a whole month. Phe power of fancy 
in giving an imaginary duration to time is won- 
, derful;—every hour of my confinement ſeemed 
prolonged in an inconceiveable manner, and the 
interval which had elapſed ſince the -loſs of my 
freedom, e to be almoſt an age. 


It would be an ineffectual effort to attempt de- 
ſceribing the anxiety and ſuſpence I ſuffered dur- 
ing this period :—but all I felt on my own ac- 
count was trivial in compariſon of what I endured. 
on that of Miſs Montford. My affection for her, 
formed the ſtrongeſt bond of my. attachment to 
life, and my moſt earneſt deſire was that of de- 
viſing ſome means which might enable me to fly, 
to her aſſiſtance.— I formed innumerable plans all 
equally impracticable, and reaſon was inceſſantly 


occupied 


63 
occupied in demoliſhing the projects preſented by 
imagination. | 


I formed a thouſand vague conjectures as to the 
place of my impriſonment, and the intentions of 
my enemies. I could not imagine what had af- 
forded a pretext for thus immuring me, but had 1 
even know the cauſe, denied all intercourſe as I 


was, what ſteps could I have taken for my juſtifi- 


cation? or how defeated their machinations ?— 


I was regularly vifited once every day, by a per- 
ſon who brought my food, but who was rigidly 
ſilent to all my queſtions; yet, ſeemed he to pity my 
viſible diftreſs : and on perceiving I left the allow- 
ance of proviſion given me, untouched, during the 
firſt two days of my impriſonment, he preſented | 
me with more delicate viands and wine, in order 
to excite my appetite, 


Encouraged by his apparent humanity I ven- 
tured to entreat he would extend his indulgence . 
yet further, by bringing me materials for writing, 
and offered to give up every thing I ſhould write 
to his inſpection. On hearing this requeſt he ſhook 
| his head, and ſignified by ſigns, it was impoſſible to 
2 grant 


„„ 
grant it. Cruel fate (exclaimed I) in this wretch- 
ed incloſure then, IJ am doomed to fall the inno- 


cent victim of my baſe perſecutors, and can leave 


no memorial of the injuries I have ſuffered, to vin- 


dicate my fame, or demonſtrate their injuſtice ; my 
heart muſt break, without even having the conſo- 
lation, of pouring forth its tenderneſs or its miſery, 
to the object it held moſt dear in life; was ever 


| diſtreſs more ſevere than mine? 


My Keeper liſtened to me with evident indicati- 
ons of compaſſion, but ſtill endeavoured by ſigns ; 
to convince me it was incompatible with his duty 


to comply with my demand. 


I again efſayed to move him, but he precipitate- 
ly quitted me.— I heard the door of my cell grate 
on its ponderous hinges, as he cloſed me in—my 
ſpirits died within me, 


How deeply ſhould the pampered children of 
proſperity bluſh, who amidſt the various occupati- 
ons and pleaſures of life, complain of the tediouſ- 
neſs of time, and ſicken with Ennui; whilſt num- 


bers of their fellow-creatures, who might be uſe- 


ful 


1 


ful and agreeable members of ſociety, are pent in 
the dungeon's gloom, 


« Shut from the common air, and common uſe 
© Of ther own limbs l. | 


On the awful day when univerſal retribution 
ſhall take place, and the account of every ll-ſpent 
moment be demanded, how will theſe thoughtleſs 
murmurers ſink under the conviction of having de- 


voted them to unjuſtifiable and irrational repining ? 


My Keeper, I ſuppoſe, applied to a ſuperior 
power, to grant me ſome indulgence to ſoften the 
rigours of. my ſecluſion ; for, the day after I had 
made the above-mentioned requeſt, he brought me 
a book, which he left for my peruſal, On exami- 
nation I found it had been ſelected for my ſtate, 
being a philoſophical eſſay in praiſe of ſolitude 
but it failed 1n its intended effect; for it was a 
cold ſtoical treatiſe, which, though it might be con- 
venient philoſophy, it was impoſſible to reconcile 
with the feelings of rhe heart. 


I have often been ſurprized at the many reſpeQa- 
ble advocates, and voluntary votaries Solitude has 
found amongſt mankind, Solitude is not the na- 
. tural ſtate of man, for his duties and his pleaſures 
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attach him to ſociety; it is not the ſchool of wiſdom 
for, as a certain elegant writer obſerves, © the ſoul 
when left entirely to herown ſolitary contemplations, 
is inſenſibly drawn by a ſort of conſtitutional bias, 
which generally leads her opinions to the ſide of her 
inclinations.” The alternate variation of the buſy 
ſcenes of public life, and the calm ones of retire- 
ment, 1s as neceſſary and agreeable to the human 
race, as the appointed periods of activity and reſt ; 
but the diſtinction between ſolitude and retirement 


is ſeldom diſcriminated with ſufficient accuracy: 
ſolitude is a dreary deſart; and retirement a Sejour 


peopled with ſelect companions : Balzac ſeems to 


have been of this opinion when he ſaid, « tho? 


ſolitude a very fine thing it is pleaſant to have ſome- 


body to whom we may ſpeak of its charms;“ 


The Poets tell us, that Hope was mingled with 
the contents of Pandora's box, to enable mankind 
to endure all the evils of life; it is in truth the 
laſt friend that abides with the wretched, but in 
my fituation every day diminiſhed its influence; the 
ſame - unvaried round of ſoul-wearying anxiety, 
and reiterated diſappointment, deprived me of every 
conſolatory ſuggeſtion, and my health ſuffered in 
conſequence. My decline did net eſcape the no- 


tice 


CIS 0 
tice of my commiſerating Keeper, who with the 
moſt benevolent attention, ſupplied me with every 


thing proper for my ſupport and reſtoration z one 


word, to end my uncertainty, would have been the 
moſt ſpecific remedy that could be adminiſtered, 
but he was inexorably filent. 


Thus harraſſed by grief and apprehenſion, cut 
off from ſociety, and condemned to hopeleſs an- 
guiſh, deſpair at length ſeized upon my ſoul. 
« Unhappy wretch (cried I) who will intereſt 
- themſelves for thee ? What friend haſt thou to 
ariſe on thy behalf ? Alas! none. Quit then a 
world in which thou art deſtitute, and ſeek ſome 
better region where guilt does not triumph, and 
where innocence ſhall find neither betrayers nor 
oppreſſors,? 


It was now the thirty-ſecond night of my impri- 
ſonment, and tired of revolving over the melan- 
choly reflections produced by my ſituation, I had 
thrown myſelf on my uneaſy couch to try to ob- 
tain a tranſient reſpite from reflection, but I had 
only juſt cloſed my eyes, when I was ſtartled by 
Ong r door of my cell luddenly opened. I 
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aroſe as quickly as my weak ſtate would permit, 
and ſaw two men approach. It occurred to me 
that the criſis of my fate was now arrived: nature 
aſſerted her feelings, and I ſhuddered at the proſ- | 
peR of death, but I ſoon ſurmounted this weak- 
neſs, and ſummoned my utmoſt fortitude to ena- 
ble me to meet the worſt with an undaunted ſpirit, 


The perſons who had entered my chamber, ad- 
vanced; imagining they were about to ſeize and 
drag me to inſtant fate, I begged they would grant 
me a moment's time; they made no anſwer to my 
entreaty, but one of them by ſigns ſignified to 
me to be ſilent, and the other, preſenting me with 
the cloaths I had on me the night I was taken- 
into cuſtody, made me underſtand that he would 
have me dreſs myſelf in them. They then retired, 
whilſt I obeyed their commands. 


| Words cannot deſcribe the rapid ſucceſſion of 
ideas that agitated my brain in this moment of ſuſ- 
penſe and conſternation. Hope ſuggeſted that 
the compaſſion diſcovered for my ſtate by my kind 


Keeper, had, perhaps, induced him to contrive 


ſome method for my eſcape, but reaſon rejected the 


flattering conjecture, and anon, J fancied I ſaw a 
dread- 
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dreadful tribunal arranged to ſit in judgment upon 
me, and anticipated in imagination all 26 
preſented and defenceleſs innocence could feel in 
ſuch a ſituation : again I thought I beheld the 
weapon of the Executioner, raiſed (under the 
ſanction of miſtaken juſtice) to diſpatch me pri- 
vately. Horror overpowered my ſoul, my mite 


was a chaos of confuſion. 


As ſoon as I was ready to accompany. my con- 

ductors, they blindfolded me, and in this condi- 
tion I was put into a carriage, which they like- 
wiſe aſcended ; we drove on, obſerving a profound 
ſilence, until we met another carriage which drew 
up cloſe to ours, My apprehenſions were wrought \ 
up to a pitch of frenzy, and heedleſs of the con- 
ſequence of diſobeying their orders, I exclaimed— 
Whither do you hurry me ?—break this myſterious 
filence, and tell me what is to be my fate? Li 
berty and ſafety, replied one of my companions : 
— The ſeverity of our laws are meant for the pu- 
niſhment of delinquents; your innocence is proved, 
and you have nothing to fear. - Go into the other 
carriage, it will convey you to your friend: Do 
not take the bandage from your eyes till ten mi- 
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nutes more are elapſed Farewell. As ſoon as 


he had pronounced theſe words, he and his com- 
panion aſſiſted me in removing to the other car- 
riage, and then returning to their own, we drove 
ff different ways. ? 


A tranſition ſo rapid and unexpected, over- 
whelmed me with amazement, inſomuch that I 
had not power to utter a ſyllable, and before I 
had time to recover -my recollection, or enquire 
whither the coachman was driving me, the carriage 
ſtopped at the Hotel d' Vork. A ſervant in a live- 
ry richly laced aſſiſled ine to alight and ſhewed me 
into an apartment, where the firſt object that en- 
countered my eyes, was Lord Dorville. 


Of all the ſurprizes of this eventful night, this 
was the molt unaccountable to me; but I inſtantly 
comprehended that it was to him I was indebted 
for my liberty. My heart could not coldly at- 
tend, till my head ſhould develope to what acci- 
dent I owed his interference. I ruſhed to him 
precipitately to pour forth the effuſions of grati- 


tude, but my exhauſted frame was unequal to the 


effort, and I fuak almoſt lifeleſs on a ſopha which 


| Rood in the way. 


Lord 


* 
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Lord Dorville ſupported me with the utmoſt 
benignity and compaſſion, and endeavoured to 
moderate my agitation. As ſoonas utterance was 
reſtored to me, I eſſayed to expreſs what J felt, 
but he would not permit me to proceed. I will 
not liſten to you on this theme (ſaid he) until 
you are ſufficiently compoſed to converſe without 
emotion.” His Lordſhip, then inſiſted on my 
taking ſome refreſhment, and going to reſt ; pro- 
miſing to gratify my curioſity the next morning, 
a if 1 appeared better able to bear his recital. 


CHAP. 


C H A P. IXVI. 
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A Detail of paſt Tranſa@ions. 


WAS fo conſiderably refreſhed by a night's 
ſound repoſe, that it enabled me to meet 


Lord Dorville the next morning in tolerable ſpi- 


rits; my ſenſations of gratitude were ſo ſtrong 


that J found it impoſſible to reſtrain the expreſſions 
they dictated ; but he ſtopped me ſhort. © You 
miſtake the object of your gratitude (ſaid he) if 
any thanks are due I will (now that I ſee you 
ſomewhat compoſed) give you any opportunity of 
paying them to the right perſon. At theſe words 
he rang the bell, and defired his new ſervant ſhould 
be fent up. I looked impatiently towards the 
door, (wondering what this meant) and to my 


infinite aſtoniſhment ſaw Me Snarl enter the room. 


This is the friend (ſaid Lord Dorville) to whoſe 
indefatigable' zeal you owe the fruſtration of the 
artful ſcheme laid againſt you ; and if 1 may judge 
from his looks, he thinks his ſucceſs an ample re- 
compence for the efforts he has exerted.” 


Tt 


t 
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It would require an abler pen than mine to 
defcribe what I felt on this ecclairciſſement ; but 
Lord Dorville would not ſuffer me to dwell on any 
ſubject likely to agitate me ſtrongly*; he therefore 
kindly forced me to be filent, and defired Me 
Snarl to give a detail of his proceedings in this 
affair, which he did to the following effect. 


In ſome time after I had been inveigled from 
my lodging on the night I was taken into cuſtudy, 
M<cSnarl called on me there, but he had only juſt 


come to- the door of the houſe, when ſome people 


arrived, who arreſted every thing belonging to me, 


and carried them away. Madame F— and her 
family were much ſurprized at this incident, but 
concluded my effects had been ſeized for debt, 
and as my conduct had been regular and obliging 
throughout the whole of my reſidence with them, 
they were ſorry for my misfortune. MecSnarl 
looked on this ſeizure in a very different Iight,— 
He had never heard of any demands for money 
upon me whulſt I lived at Filmer's, he therefore 
ſuſpected there was ſome malicious cauſe for it; 
and his ſuſpicions were confirmed by my abſenting 
myſelf from my lodging, without having given 
notice that I intended to depart. Perſuaded that 

I had 
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I had fallen into ſome ſnare contrived by Filmer 


and the Abbe, he reſolved to watch their motions 


with attention; during ſeveral days his yigilance 
was void of effe&t, but he perſevered, und at laſt 
was more fortunate. The family went to Ver- 
ſailles on a party of pleaſure, and did not return 
till the night: was far advanced. In the courſe of 
that evening a man came to enquire for the Abbe, 
whom Mc Snarl recollected, in the inſtant, to have 
ſeen loitering about the door of my lodging the 
evening my effects were ſeized. He quickly deter- 
mined upon the meaſures he ſhould purſue, and 


told the fellow, the Abbé was then abroad, but if 


he had buſineſs with him, he may come in, and 


wait his return; the man aſſented to this propo- 


ſal, and, after ſome curſory chat, Mc Snarl aſked 


him to take ſome refreſhment : upon his agreeing, 


Me Snarl plied him with ſtiong wine, until he 


grew inebriated : -and then (pretending to be no 


ſtranger to the nature of his buſineſs) careleſsly 


enquired what was become of the young man 
whoſe trunks had been ſeized in the Fauxbourg 
St. Germaine? The intoxicated confidant of the 
Abbe (quite thrown off his guard) replied— 


That young man was ſafe enough, for he was 


lodged in the Baſtile, where he was likely to re- 


main 


* 
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main for life.” Mc Snarl having thus obtained 
the information he wanted, ſhook off his diſagree- 
able companion, before the Abb&s return; and 
ſet himſelf to confider on ſome method of extri- 
cating me from the toils of my enemies. He was 
| ſenſible, that he was unequal to the taſk of con- 
tending with adverſaries fo potent as mine; and 
that it muſt be the interpoſition of ſome perfon of 

conſequence which could effectually ſerve me. In 
this exigence it occurred to him, to apply at the 
Hotel d' Vork (where I had once ſent him to 
enquire for Lord Dorville) to know if his Lords - 
ſhip was yet arrived fortunately Lord Dorville 
had come to Paris the preceding day, and he was 
admitted to his preſence. The honeſt Scot en- 
tered on his buſineſs without ceremony, and gave 
a conciſe detail of the ſituation I had held in Fil- 
mer's family—my interpoſition on the behalf of 
Miſs Montford—the reſentment of Filmer in con- 
ſequence—my impriſonment in the Chatelet,—and 
finally, of my being then confined in the Baſtile. 
His unadorned relation had all the effect which 
could have ariſen from the moſt eloquent harangue, 
Lord Dorville ſhocked at the baſeneſs of my per- 
ſecutors, determined to obtain ample juſtice for 
mei 
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me. He admired the diſintereſted friendſhip and 
honeſty of Mc Snarl, whom he adviſed to quit 
Filmer's ſervice directly, leſt the part he had taken 
ſhould be diſcovered, and expoſe him to the ma- 
lice of inveterate minds; with this caution he 


complied, and Lord Dorville took him into his 
* * » * 

own family in the ſame ſtation with that he had 

reſigned. 


Lord Dorville happened to be on terms of the 


moſt friendly intimacy with Monſieur De Vergen- 


nes, the then Miniſter, He waited on him and 
related the whole affair —Monfieur De Vergennes 
was aſtomſhed and affected at the detail, and pro- 
miſed to enter on the neceſſary ſteps for my juſti- 
fication and nen with all poſſible expedi- 
tion. 


. Monſ. De Vergennes . a ſti ict en- 
quiry into the affair, it appeared, that I had been 
apprehended in conſequence of a written informa- 
tion, -which ſtated, that ſome ſuſpicious looking 
people were obſerved to meet conſtantly at the 
cloſe of evening, in a houſe which was locked up 
all the forenoons, and ſeemed to be hired merely 
for the purpoſe of theſe meetings, and that a per- 


ſon 


* 
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I | 
ſon who was ſtruck with the repetition of thoſe | 
eircumſtances, had watched the junto one night, 
until they broke up, and had dogged one of them, 
to a lodging-houſe in the Fauxbourg St. Ger- 
maine, kept by a widow woman of the name of 
F——, where, upon enquiry, he found he reſided, 
and was an Engliſhman called Charle. With this 
information, a fa..." pocket-book was encloſed, 
alledged to have been dropped by the perſon thus 
purſued, which contained, among memorandums 
of no note, an alphabet written in cyphers. 

On theſe grounds, it was determined to enquire 
into the matter, and ſeize on the perſons concern- 
ed in theſe myſterious meetings, altho* my name, 
and place of abode, had been ſpecified in the infor- 
- mation, it was. not thought fit to arreſt me at my 
lodging, left the proceeding ſhould alarm my ac- 
complices, and give them an opportunity of evad- 
ing juſtice. It is probable, that thoſe by whom 
the train for my deſtruction was laid, were aware 
of this, and therefore thought it neceſſary to de- 
coy me to the ſcene of action; which being ef- 
fected in the manner already related, the infamous 
agents in this black tranſaction quitted the houſe 
unnoticed. | | 


The 
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The officer who commanded the party ſent to 
arreſt the conſpirators, poſted his men within view 
of the houſe, and waited a conſiderable time be- 
fore he proceeded to execute his orders, in hope 
of ſurpriſing the whole cabal together; but after 
a tedious delay, ſeeing no perſon whatſoever enter, 
he gave directions to break in the door, and ſearch. 
the houſe. 
length diſcovered in the ſubterranean vault; and 
borne away in the manner before recited. 


After a cloſe inſpection I was at 


The proofs of my ſeeming guilt, appeared 
very plauſible ; yet there were.circumſtances which 
rendered the caſe doubtful. It was obvious by 


my calling aloud for help, and taking pains to 


make known where I was, that I had not retreated 
into the vault with an intent of concealing myſelf. 


There was no paſſage from the inſide of the houſe 


to this place except by the trap door, and the 


parlour in which that was, was faſtened with a 


' ſpring lock, ſo that apparently I was a priſoner 


there: my ſurprize on being taken into cuſtody 
was not that of a perſon panic {truck with a ſenſe 
of guilt, but the indignation of a man ſupported 
by confcious Innocence, and impatient under un- 
juſt oppreſſion, neither did I ſeem prepared 'to 

ſtand 


E 


fand on the defenſive, having no weapon what 


ſoever; added to theſe circumſtances, it appeared 
that either in the clothes I had on, or among the 
effects J had left at my lodging, the leaſt veſtige 
could not be diſcovered of any letters or papers, 
tending to corroborate the allegations made againſt 
me, which reſted merely on the teſtimony of an 
anonymous accuſer, who might through malice 
have framed this charge without juſt founda- 
tion. 


When Lord Dorville repeated to me the par- 
ticulars of the alphabet found in the pocket - book, 
I was ſenſibly ſtruck with the aſtoniſhing good- 
neſs of Providence, which cauſed me to find and 
deſtroy the ſheet of cyphers hidden among my 
clothes, which I now plainly perceived had been 
placed there to confirm the opinion of my guilt. 
By what ſeemingly ſimple means, and apparently 
unimportant incidents, are the deep laid artifices 
of iniquity frequently defeated : and unſuſpecting 
innocence protected! How ſtrong are the incen- 
tives for our reliance on that great power from 


whoſe inſcrutable view no injuſtice can be hid, 


and whoſe wiſdom will in an inſtant overthrow the 


long laboured councils of the wicked, 
The 
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The next ſtep after my being ſecured * placed 
in confinement, was to make an enquiry into my 
character and connections. It was diſcovered 
that I had reſided with Filmer for ſome time, 


and he was ſent for and examined relative to me. 


He ſaid that he believed me to be a needy adven- 


turer, and knew nothing of my family or acquaint- 


ances ; that he had taken me' under his protec- 


tion merely through compaſſion of my diſtreſſes, 
and had entertained me kindly until my ungrate- 
ful conduct obliged him to expoſtulate with me, 
in reſentment of which I had quarrelled with and 
wounded him, and had been confined in the Cha- 
talet on that account; but he had, contrary to 
the advice of his friends, declined to proſecute me, 
and I was ſet at liberty, ſince when he did not 


know any thing of my proceedings. 


The depoſition of Filmer gave a very unfavou- 
rable turn to my affairs, and it was reſolved I 


ſhould be kept in cloſe cuſtody, until my inno- 


cence or my guilt could be made manifeſt. Mat- 


ters were in this ſituation at the time Lord Dor- 
ville made his application on my behalf: His in- 
tereſting himſelf for me, and the detail he gave, 
* Monſieur De Vergennes that I had been 

wronged; 


Cm 
wronged ; but {till my enlargement could not be 
warranted until my innocence was demonſtrated by 
proofs. To effect this, Monſieur De Vergennes 
commanded Me Snarl to go to the Lieutenant of 
Police, and give a particular deſeription of the 
man who had told him I was lodged in the Baſtile; 


with this order Me Snarl complied, and after the 


account he gave had been taken down in writing, 
he was diſmiſſed, and deſired to hold himſelf in 
readineſs, until he ſhould be called upon to ap- 


pear. 


A fortnight elapſed before Me Snarl was again 
ſummoned, during which he ſuffered great uneaſi- 
neſs in reflecting on his inability to effect my free- 
dom; but at the concluſion of that period he re- 
ceived an order to attend the Lieutenant of Po- 
lice, and was there confronted with the very per- 


"ſon who had given him the information of my 


confinement, Having teſtified the identity of the 
priſoner, and ſworn to the converſation which had 
formerly paſſed between them, Me Start was dif. 
miſſed, The next morning Lord Dorville received © 
a letter from Monſ. De Vergennes, informing him 


the proofs of my juſtification were obtained ; and 
that 
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| , that he may expect to ſee me at the Hotel D*York 
1 that night, between ten and eleven o'clock, Mon- 
wo | p 
g | fieur De Vergennes -alſo deſired Lord Dorville 
J | . » _— 
18 and I would come to his houſe the enſuing mor- 
: i | ning, as he wanted to ſee us upon particalar buſi- 
| | | neſs. I 
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CHAP. IXX. 


Further Elucidation of the. fame Subjec.— The Au- 

thor- ſhews. more Goodneſs of Heart than Policy. 
And Fortune appears inclined to be more favour- 
able to him than betetofore. 


HE amazing chain of incidents which had 
concurred to reſcue me from languiſhing 8 
out life in a miſerable captivity, filled my ſoul with 
wonder and gratitude. How beneficent is provi 
dence which oft in the moment when mortals 
weakly fink beneath the preſſure of calamity, and 
reſign themſelves to deſpair, brings unexpected 
relief. My. deliverance was a ſtrong inſtance of 
its ſuperintendence, and awakened the moſt. ſalu - 
tary ſenfations in my mind. 


Had it been in my power to follow the ſuggeſ- 
tions of my heart, they would have led me to the 
Convent to enquire for Mifs Montford, inſtead of 


accompanying Lord Dorville to the levee of the 


miniſter; but as there was an abſolute neceſſity 
for our waiting on him directly, I combated 
againſt 


L 24 ] 
againſt my inclinations, and attended Monſieur De 
Vergennes immediately after breakfaſt. We were 
kindly and politely received by Monſieur De Ver- 
gennes, who favonred us with a private audience, 
He informed us that the perſon taken into cuſtody 
on Mc Snarl's evidence, had (in order to ſave 


himſelf) given conſiderable lights into this black 


affair. From his depoſition, it appeared, that the 
Abbe had given him a ſum of money for aſſiſting 


in his proceedings againſt me, That he had (by 
his directions) hired a waſte houſe in the Rue de 
la Harpe (aſſuming a feigned name whilft he 
tranſacted this buſineſs) and paid a month's rent 
in advance, which had alſo been given by the 


| Abbe, who, to excite his vigilance, had promiſed 


him a great reward when the affair ſhould be ac- 
compliſhed. On being queſtioned how long he 
had known the Abbé? he anſwered, a great 
while, and that he had ſerved him before; . but 
that, in the preſent caſe, he believed the Abbe 
was not the chief of the confederacy formed 
againſt me; for he had hinted, that the ſums of 
money expended in this undertaking, had been all 


furniſhed by an Engliſhman of fortune, at whoſe ; 
houſe he reſided: This miſcreant alſo acknow- 


ledged, that he had written the information againſt 


ar 


be 
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me, by the Abbe's defire'; and finally, that he 


was the perſon who had decoyed me from my 
0 uy pH I was taken” 11 e 
 in2y 5 1 | mud cool 1 
When Monſ. De m had Cadet | 
this detail, he aſked me if I had any reaſon to 
think this fellow's inſinuations againſt Filmer were 
well founded. I anſwered, that undoubtedly" cir- 
cumſtances tended to corroborate *thofe ſuggeſti- 
ons; but according * to my opinion, Filmer had 
been led into thoſe meaſures by the artifice of the 
Abbe; for though I knew he had much brutal 
ferocity in his diſpoſition, T held him incapable of 
ſuch villainy, a as the ene * 11 wy Ry 
and life.- | 


Monſieur de Vail paid me ſome Sts 
ments upon my candour and moderation, and ob- 
ſerved it was neceſſary to proceed with much cau- 
tion and circumſpection in this affair. T ſent 
perſons (ſaid he) immediately on this matter's 
being ſtated, to enquire privately into the Situation 
of Filmer's houſehold, and have learned that the 
family have been ſome days paſt at Verſailles, but 


are expected home after to-morrow. I think it 


beſt to let it lie dormant until then, as any buſtle 
Vol. III. C | 
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would alarm, and give the Abbe an opportunity 
of eſcaping. They are now wrapt up in imagi- 
nary ſecurity, but the effects of their ill · intended 
ſchemes, ſhall ſoon burſt upon them like a peal of 


thunder.” 


1 


After ¹ further converſation, Monl. De 


Vergennes told me I ſhould find at the Hotel 


d' Vork, all the things of mine that had been 
ſeized; and ſaid, I would ſoon have a call upon 
me to act the accuſer inſtead of the culprit, there- 
fore I muſt hold myſelf in readineſs to-attend,— 


Paris (added he) being the emporium of pleaſure 


and reſort of the wealthy, has attractions for 
ſharpers of all nations; the ſtrictneſs of our Po- 


lice is therefore highly neceſſary, to counteract the 


ill effects of this tendency. ' I look upon your 
Abbe to come under the deſcription of this claſs 
of adventurers, and when the allegations againſt 


him are proved, he ſhall repent his having dallied 


with the weapons of juſtice, or attempted to wreſt 


the laws from the original intention of their inſli- 


tution, with a view to injure innocence. 


As ſoon as we had taken leave of Monſ. De 
Vergennes, I excuſed myſelf from attending on 


Lord 


Lord Dorville for a few hours, and went to the 
Convent to enquire for Miſs Montford : the Port- 
reſs informed me that young Lady had not reſided 
there for ſome time paſt. I then defired to ſee 
the Abbeſs; but my requeſt could not be com- 
plied with, it being a day of particular devotion, 
$3 which the Siſterhood dedicated to prayer. and re- 


tirement : I aſked- if I might be admitted to her 
4 preſence the enſuing morning, as I had buſinets.of 
1 a very important nature to communicate; and the 
— Portreſs replied. in the affirmative; with this an- 
ſwer J was fain to depart though very much diſ- 
e ſatisfied: and was ſauntering along penſively to 
Jy the Hotel d'York, When ſuddenly turning the 
— corner of a ſtreet, the Abbe ruſhed upon my view,. 
3 on ſeeing me he ſtarted, and diſcovered evident 
ur tokens of amazement and conſternation, but reco- 
fs vering his preſence of mind quickly, he made off 
it ſo expeditiouſly, that had I been even near enough 
ed to, ſpeak to him, there was no opportunity of 
eſt doing ſo. The ſight of an enemy who had ſo 
li- baſely injured me, ſo ſeverely diſappointed my 


heart's deareſt wiſhes, excited a very painful emo- 

tion in my mind. It inſtantly occurred to me, 
De that the ſeeing me at liberty, would alarm his 
an}. fears; and put him upon endeavouring to avoid 
ord „ 2 N the 
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the conſequences of his crimes ; but amid the ſen- 
ſations of reſentment natural to a man injured as 
I was, he appeared'to my imagination in the light | 
of a fallen foe, and the thought of accelerating 
the vengeance that hovered over his head, was ſo 
inconſiſtent with my principles and my feelings, 


that I determined I would not interfere, but let 


matters take the courſe deſtined by Monſieur De 


Vergennes: | 
F % 
* 
E940 3 $ - 


On my return to the Hotel d'York, I found 
Lord Dorville already arrived there; and Me : 
Snarl very uneaſy on account of my abſence. — 5 
Gude faith (ſaid the honeſt creature) the Abbe 


is ſie a Machiavel, that T ha muckle fear o your 
being again ſpirited awa none can ſpeer whither. 


Take heed; caiſt your eyne warily aroond, an 
treed wi cercuinſpeection.“ I thanked him for 
his caution, and promiſed to obſerve it. In the 
courſe of this day Lord Dorville, with great kind- 
neſs, queſtioned me on the ſubject of my finances 
and expectations. I candidly told him their real 
ſtate, and gave him a brief ſketch of the incidents 
of my life; only concealing the names of relations, 
whom duty forbid me to 'expoſe. He liſtened to 
the detail of my misfortunes with ſympathy, and 


: when 


ral, and that I was not deficient in the neceſſary | 


— 29 J 


923 J finiſhed my melancholy recital, he que. 


tioned me on the ſtate of my heart reſpecting 
Miſs Montford. I freely revealed the affection I 
felt, and the anxiety I ſuffered on her account; 
and. Lord Dorville had the goodneſs to promiſe his 
aſſiſtance in diſcovering the. place of her confine- 
ment, and effecting her liberty. He. then exa- 
mined me on my capacity for filling a civil em- 
ployment, and finding my education had been libe. - 


qualifications ; he undertook to provide for me in 
a genteel line in wy own country. 
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. LXX. 


A new Proof that the Smiles of the fickle Godieſs are 
not much worth our Reliance. —The Author is re- 
duced to a more unhappy State than ever. 


WAITED with anxiety and impatience 
until the hour for viſiting the Abbeſs arrived; 


and then repaired to the Convent. Lord Dorville 


ſaid he would wait the reſult of my enquiries, and 
then go to intereſt ſome of his powerful friends in 
behalf of Miſs Montford ; and made no doubt of 
being able to reſcue her from the diſcourteous 


| Knights who held her in thraldom. 


The Abbeſs received me with a very reſerved 
air, and did not ſeem pleaſed with my viſit. I 
eagerly enquired if ſhe had heard any account of 
Miſs Montford. She heſitated, and appeared 


averſe to holding any converſation with me, Sur- 
prized, and much mortified at this treatment, I 
endeavoured to deprecate the manifeſt diſlike ſhe 


diſcovered. J perſiſted ſo earneſtly in my entrea- 


ties, and gave ſuch evidently undiſſembled indicati- 


Ons 


% 


— 31 ] 

ons of the ſincerity of my attachment to her fair 
friend, that the old lady ſhewed ſome ſymptoms of 
. pity for my anxiety; and at length told me 1 
- muſt. relinquiſh all thoughts of Miſs Montford, 
who was for ever loſt to me. t 2. 


* , 


Fhis was a ſhock too ſevere for my weak ſtate 
of health. The dreadful intelligence deprived me 


of 1 utterance and ſenſation, aids I fell motionleſs to 
the ground. 


os Be HE Hoes a general alarm through- 
out the Convent, and every aid which my caſe 
required u was adminiſtered. My ſwoon was not of 
a long continuance, when I revived, I found myſelf 


ſtretched on a couch, ſurrounded, by a group, 


| whoſe pale viſages, and gloomy habits, led me to 


imagine I had paſſed to the regions of death. On 
perceiving me reſtored to life, they all glided away 


except an aged monk, who (I afterwards found) 
was confeſſor to the Convent; as ſoon as I was 


able to ſpeak, I attempted to expreſs the miſerable 
ſenſations I felt: But the reverend figure, who 
ſat by me, interrupted my exclamations and bid 
me thank heaven for not having ſnatched me from 


the world in the ſtate to which I had been reduc- 
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ed by a vain and ſinful attachment to a periſhable 
creature Oh, tell me! (cried I, wildly interrupt- 
ing him) when, where, how, did my beloved Ca- 
roline die die (repeated he) ſhe is not dead, but 
ſhe lives not for you; ſhe has paſſed her vowa to a 
huſband; and if you perſiſt in your paſſion for her, 
you will add criminality to folly. | 


An egclaireiſſement ſo ſudden and unexpected, 
nearly brought on a relapſe of the ſtate from which 
I had recently recovered. 'The charitable Monk 


exerted his beſt efforts to ſtrengthen and ſupport 


my mind. For ſhame ſon (ſaid he) ſummon 


reaſon to your aid, and look upon this diſappoint- 
ment in the juſt point of view: it is evident, the 
woman to whom your heart is thus attached, has 
violated the obligations of the faith ſhe owed to 


you: ſhe ſacrifices you, and prefers another ; ſhe 


is falſe, and conſequently unworthy of your tender- 
neſs ; let the remembrance of her perfidy efface 
that of her beauty, and induce you to raiſe your 


thoughts to nobler views; views, ſuited to the 


great purpoſes for which the human race was creat- 


ed.” I ſuffered the good Father to expatiate 
without interruption, but was incapable of attend- 
ing to the arguments he urged: the utmoſt powers 

| of 


1 

of eloquence could not, in this diſtreſſing moment, 
have given comfort to my heart, or diſpenſed fors 
titude to bear my misfortune. I ſtruggled -how- 
ever to attain a ſeeming compoſure, and entreated 
my venerable companion to tell me all the particu- 
lars he knew of this affair. Won by my ear- 

neſtneſs he at length conſented to gratify my 
requeſt, upon my giving a ſolemn promiſe to 
obſerve two conditions : the firſt was, that I 
would never ſeek to ſee my unfaithful miſtreſs ; 
and the ſecond, that I would, not attempt to take 
revenge of the perſon who had ſupplanted me in 
her affections. I agree (cried I) her honour and 
| her fame were ever ſacred and dear to me, nor am 
I baſe enough to take any ſtep injurious to them; 
and as to my happy rival, he is ſecured from the 
effects of my reſentment, by being beloved by her, 
to promote whoſe happineſs ever was, and ever will 
be my firſt wiſh. „ Your ſtrong ſenſibility and 
generoſity of ſentiment (ſaid the Monk) perſuade 
me that you have been much miſrepreſented, but 
let not that afli& you, for the all-ſeeing eye (to 
which our every action ſhould be referred) diſcerns 
juſtly, and to him, who has taught his heart an 
habitual appeal to everlaſting juſtice, the malice 
6 or 
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or miſapprehenſion of his fellow- creatures, but little 
avail; religion and virtue form an invulnerable 
ſhield, to guard us from every attack during our 
journey through this tranſitory ſtage of being, by 
which we are doomed to paſs to a better life: 
Look ſtedfaſtly forward to that ſtate in which 
alone happineſs can be permanent, and it will diveſt 
every earthly ill of its poignancy. 


& You already know (continued the Monk) 
that Miſs Montford was withdrawn from this Con- 
vent by an order of ſuperior power. The Abbeſs 
regarded the young Lady very highly, though of 
a religious perſuaſion which differs from our own : 
conſidering (with the true ſpirit of Chriſtianity) 
the virtuous and the good of every ſect, as equally 
worthy of eſteem, ſhe” therefore felt great uneaſi- 
neſs, at what ſhe deemed, to be an unwilling. ah- 
ſence, - but this letter which ſhe received ſome days 
fince, relieved her from all anxiety on her ac- 


count.“ The Monk again exhorting me to be 


patient, preſented the letter, which he deſired I 
would peruſe : I [ſaw it was directed to the Ab- 
'beſs, and on unfolding it, found the following 
lines encloſed. any WA 1 


« Dear | 


os Wh Las ry 
U 


ar 


| ces. 
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10 « Dear Madam, "> Verſailles. 


« Ar. length I am at liberty to break the 
ſilence I was obliged to obſerve ſince our ſepara- 
tion, an event I highly regretted, but which has 5 


been attended with the moſt fortunate conſequen- 


It is with ſhame I acknowledge that my 


heart was, at that time, inconſiderately attached 


to the moſt” deſpicable of this ſex .—Whof my re- 
vered friend, could conceive that the ſpecious 
Charles (who induced me to quit the houſe of 
Mr. Filmer) was a mean wretch ; at that very 
moment loaded with obligations from the very per- 
ſon he baſely and unjuſtly aſperſed? His deſigns 
againſt me were of the worſt nature, but they have | 


been happily diſcovered and prevented, and I am 


ſecured from his further attempts by being the 
happy Wife of a Man of honour and conſequence. 
Yeſterday Mr. Filmer and I were united for life ; 
we are to ſet off directly for England, which is a 
diſagrecable circumſtance to me, as it will prevent 


my ſeeing you, previous to my leaving this King- 


dom. Miſs Grub, who comes with us, deſires her 


| compliments to you. I will write to you again 


after my voyage, and ſend you ſome tokens of my 


regard ; 
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regard; adieu, my dear Madam, and believe me 
to be, with the utmoſt eſteem and pratitude, 


Reſpectfully and affectionately yours, 


a CAROLINE Firms,” 


ae cannot deſcribe the agonies of my ſoul 


whilſt I was reading over this cruel invective; ; 
| wonder, reſentment, grief and diſappointment, in 


all their various emotions, ſtruggled in my boſom : 


I examined the letter, as accurately as the ſtate I 
was in permitted. It was written in French, but 
the characters were too like thoſe of the billet I 
received at Dover, on which I had ſo often gazed 
with pleaſure ; and what confirmed it to be a ge- 


nuine epiſtle of Miſs Montford, was the impreſſion 


ongthe ſeal, which was the ſame as that upon the 


one above- mentioned. 

| No date of doubt appeared to intexpoſe be- 
tween me and deſpair. Convinced of the fatal 
truth, I ſtood a while transfixed, then looking 
around in wild amazement. Here (cried I ) in 


this very ſpot, ſhe confirmed the hope ſhe now 


tears from my heart. Oh heavens ! at the very 


time my faithful ſoul, amid the woes of captivity, 
and 


7 


T 3 1 


and the horrors of ſeemingly inevitable death, was 


filled with cares for her, ſhe was liſtening to the 
villain who traduced me. Cruel woman! Yes, 
you ſmiled at. hearing the black details of falſhood, 
and now, to eſtabliſh the happineſs of my unre- 
lenting perſecutor, you have deſtroyed' mine for 
ever. Here (continued I) reverend man, take 
back the decree of my ruin; I muſt fly this hate- 
ful place, or in the frenzy of my ſoul I ſhall do 
ſome dreadful deed. © Holy ſaints (interrupted 
the Monk) what [deſperation has ſeized you ?— 
it is a dreadful temptation of the enemy of man- 
kind, Forget this woman and look forward with 
hope.” Hope (cried I) i is a deceiver that ſtays 
mortals from the peaceful grave, to lead them 
through the accumulating miſeries that haunt the 
paths of life. No longer will I ſurrender my ima- 
gination to illuſions which flatter only to betray. 
Never will I believe or truſt again, 


With theſe words I broke wildly from the good 
Monk, and quitted the Convent, but he charitably 


followed, without letting me eſcape his fight, leſt 


any ill ſhould befall me in this diſtracted ſtate, — 
Deſpair gave me ſtrength to reach the Hotel d' 


- York, but on my arrival there, I was incapable of 


1 


— 38 ] 
ſpeaking, and ſo alarmingly ill, that a Phyſician 
Vas called, who directed that I ſhould: be put to 
bed, and kept extremely quiet. The Monk ex- 
-plained to Lord Dorville the cauſe of the ſtate I 1 
was in; and ſhewed him the letter the Abbeſs had 
received from Miſs Mont ford, of which he per- 
mitted his Lordſnip to take a copy. He then 
took leave, expreſſing great compaſſion for my 
% ſituation, and promiſing to remember me in his 
111 9 boOraiſons. 4 
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In which. it A evinced, that Diſtreſs ſometimes meets 
with diſintereſted Friendſbip. \ 


OR ſeveral days after this period, my life 


was conſidered to be in imminent danger, 
but at length-tmy youth, and natural ſtrength of 
conſtitution triumphed over my malady, and my 
health was gradually re-eſtabliſhed. During my 
illneſs, Lord Dorville evinced indubitable proofs ef 
friendſhip ; and Mc Snarl watched over me with 
unremitting zeal. As the ſtrength of my frame 
encreaſed, that of my mind returned; but oh! 
how diſtreſsful were the recollections, the full re- 
ſtoration of conſciouſneſs brought with it.— 
Where now, (thought I) is the ideal fabric, of 
happineſs, raiſed by ſanguine_expeQation ?—Va- 
niſhed for ever :—And, ah ! how long and cheer- 
leſs is the proſpe& that opens to my view in its 
ſtead. She who could have ſtamped value on every 


good of life, and ſoftened all its ſorrows, is loſt to 7 


* 


me, and endleſs regret is my lot. 


As 


— 
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As the perturbation of my mind ſubſided, a 
fixed melancholy ſucceeded it :—When I became 
capable of reaſoning more diſpaſſionately, a ſenſe 
of pity for Miſs Montfort was mingled with my 
grief for her loſs. A Woman of gentle temper 


and delicate ſentiments, connected with an unprin- 
cipled and vulgar libertine, is truly an object of 
compaſſion, and I lamented the wretchedneſs to 
which the ill-ſuited union ſhe had formed muſt in- 
evitably lead to her. Beſides, I reflected, that 
ſhould ſhe ever be undeceived in regard to me, and 


fully attached to her by the ties of tenderneſs and 


only can commit ungenerous actions with impu- 
nity; but as the Italian Poet, Ludovico Tanſilo 
obſerves. 


„A noble ſpirit needs no cens' ring eyes 
& To wound his foul when conſeious of a fault, 
„ But ſelf-condemn'd, and even ſelf- puniſh'd lies, 


888 And dreads no witnels like upbraiding thought.“ 


In all Lord Dorville's viſits during my confine- 
ment, he forbore making any retroſpect to the 
incident which had ſo deeply affected me; nor had 
J ſufficient 


find that ſhe had deſerted a ſincere lover, faith- 


eſteem, her remorſe would be ſevere. Baſe minds 


PF 
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1 ſufficient fortitude to enter on the ſubject : — 
But when I was well enough to leave my chamber, 
1 mentioned Miſs Montford's marriage, and found 
Lord Dorville had been informed of it, and had 
alſo taken the neceſſary ſteps to aſcertain i its truth: 
For this purpoſe, he had ſent a truſty and intelli- 
gent perſon to Verſailles, to enquire if Filmer and 
his family reſided there; Lord Dorville's meſſen- 
ger, after a ſtrict enquiry, diſcovered that an Eng- 


liſhman of that name, accompanied by two ladies, 


and a large ſuite, had been there lately for ſome 
days, but had departed thence. This was a ſuf- 
ficient corroboration of the contents of the letter, 
and it was needleſs to enquire further. 


When theſe particulars were divulged to me, 


I heard them without apparent emotion, 'The 


feelings of my heart were exhauſted, and a ſenſe- 
leſs ſtupidity ſucceeded, A fixed indifference for 
my own concerns took poſſeſſion of my mind, and 
I heard, that even wy arch enemy the Abbs, had 
avoided the ſtroke of juſtice (by diſappearing) 
without experiencing any ſenfation whatſoever, 
The inceſſant inſtances of kindneſs ſhewn me by 
the moſt generous of friends and patrons, could not 
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remove the apathy which had ſeized upon my 
ſpirits.” Lord Dorville, perceiving this diſpoſition, 
"uſed every effort to counterac̃t j it, but I was inca- 
pable of ſeconding his humane endeavours; 5 
compliance with his deſire, I entered into every 
party, and made one at every amuſement, but ſtill, 
J reſembled an automaton, which performed the 
motions of a mY being, but was deſtitute of an 


eh . 


My fituation with Lord Dorville, was, in rea- 


- lity, infinitely preferable to any I had experienced 
ſince I was caſt off by the unnatural fiat of an un- 


feeling parent ; yet, the wounds which Miſs Mont- 


_ -  ford's inconſtancy had inflited on my ſenſibility, 
embittered all the pleaſure which might have ariſen 


from my ſtate, nor could I form the idea of its 
advantages which another perſon would have done. 


How much is the contentment or the infelicity of 


the human race dependant on their ſenſations and 


their opinions. We muſt have a diſpoſition to 
enjoy life, or we never can do ſo; innate cheer- 


fulneſs enabled Cervantes, and Butler, under the 


ſevereſt diſcouragements of penury and misfortune, 


to compoſe works, whoſe vivacity and humour 
indicate them to be the productions of hearts at 
| eaſe; 
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ö | 
eaſe ; whilſt hiſtory, and daily obſervation, fur- 
niſh innumerable inſtances of the inability of For- 
tune, to eſtabliſh human happineſs,” even where 
ſhe is mot laviſh in her diſtributions. | 
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e LAXIL | 


A Journey to Spa.—The ls > AA bs Fra 
teſs Fortitude than he imagined. 


* 


- ORD DORVILLE's health had been 
much amended by his reſidence in the South 
of France, but in order to perfect its re-eſtabliſh- 
ment, he determined, in compliance with the ad- 
vice of his Phyſician, to ſpend ſome weeks at Spa, 
previous to his return to England; and he kindly 
declared, he would commence this excurſion ſooner 
than he had intended, as he oped that change of 
place, and variety of objects, would tend to the 
retrieval of * 
The manner of conferring favours on thoſe 
whom Fortune has humiliated, either enhances or 
diminiſhes their value, and no man was ever more 
completely maſter of the art of making the objects 
of his generoſity feel the force of the obligations 
they received, without being uneaſy under their 
weight, than Lord Dorville; in every. kindneſs 
and ſervice he rendered me, he diſcovered ſuch an 


* 


apparent 


— — — 


381. 
apparent intereſt and pleaſure, that he ſeemed to 
Rudy his own ſatis faction equally with my welfare, 

and to think my happineſs eſſential to his on. 


The neceſſary preparations for our tour were 
| diſpatched, and I bade a long adieu to Paris.— ; 
How different were the ſenſations that filled my 
breaſt on my departure from this great city, from 
| thoſe with which I firſt entered it? Though at 
| that period, T was a friendleſs wanderer, my ſoul 
Vas ſuſtained by hope, and my powers of exertion 
excited by ſanguine expectation.—Now— the 
hopeleſs, heartleſs victim of diſappointment; my 
ſpirit broken, and my peace of mind deſtroyed— 
I ſet. forward without aim, or end; certain that 
whatever path I ſhould ſelect, miſery would purſue 
my ſteps; and that whatever goal I reached, 1 8 
could never * content. 


ö Lord Dorvilte took care to make our journey 
to Spa as pleaſant as poſſible; we ſtopped ſome 


days at Bruſſels and at Liege, and on arriving at 
the place of our deſtination found the town full of 
company. We paſt the night of our coming thi- 
ther at the Hotel d' Angleterre, and on the fol- 
lowing day, took a furniſhed houſe oppoſite to the 
Poukon. 
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Pouhon. Lord Dorville was waited upon by every 


perſon of diſtinction in the place, and he preſented 


me to all his viſitors, in the moſt diſtinguiſhed © 


manner. We ſpent the mornings in going to 


the Geronſterre and Souvenir ſprings ; generally 


breakfaſted at the public rooms, where there was 
a good band of muſic—filled up the time till din- 
ner with riding and viſiting, and in the evening 
went to the Theatre, which, when the repreſenta- 
tion is oyer, opens to a ſuite of rooms for the com- 
pany to amuſe themſelves at Pharo, —or elſe we 

attended the Balls, where there alſo is plax. 


There is no place whatſoever, furniſhes more 


| variety, for an obſerver of charaReriſtical peculia- 


rities, than Spa. It exhibits an epitome of all the 


nations of Europe, from the moſt dignified Per- 
ſonage to the needy adventurer ; and the manner 
of living affording ſcarcely any variation of inci- 


dent, leaves full leiſure for the ſtudy. 


KY ; " c 


On conſidering the mode of life followed at this 
general rendezvous of the gay and polite world, 1 


was, I muſt own, ſurprized to ſee gaming the con- 
ſtant employment of all ages and ſexes; but ſo 
ingeniouſly varied was this buſineſs, and ſo conti- 

| nually 


— 


were as conſpicuous in the circle of gaiety, as the 


. EI] 
nually inviting to the idler, that it was hardly poſ- 
ſible to avoid entering in ſome degree into the 
diſſipation. Every hour produced a different game, 
all equally diſadvantageous to the adventurer, and 
profitable to the Proprietors, | whoſe gains ad 
ſeaſon amount to a Prodigious ſum, | | 


N cauſe of ks to me was, that to 
che invalid, as well. as to the healthful, frivolity 
and diſſipation ſeemed to be the chief purpoſeg of i 
exiſtence ; the emaciated and jaundiced L 


lively countenance which had never been marked 
by the iron hand of diſeaſe. Thoſe faded and tot- 


tering forms, that ſtill linger in ſcenes they cannot 


enjoy, furniſh the moſt humiliating inſtances of 
the imbecility of reaſon, in correcting erroneous 
habitudes. | 


My mind was too much occupied by melan- 
choly, to permit me to enjoy any of the amuſe- 
ments the place afforded, —Dull, in the midſt of | 
gaiety, and abſtracted, through ſurrounded by 
crouds ; my hours paſſed unmarked, and every in- 
cident unheeded. Lord Dorville was too good a 
judge of human nature, to urge me to reſtrain the 


emotions 


co >= 
— — 9 


. ror Baaoes.. 


r —— — . - LM p \ bu 
* 1 1 A ”, Yan ” > 4 0 * 7 Y 
* —— . 0 ES * BEES 
— — 
22 — — 
Vw oy 


Zr 
— > s * — 
"Ig 


— — > aw» 6 
. 


48 ] 


emotions of my beat, whilſt my rune | was 


recent. Indeed, none but the unthinking, or the 


injudicious, attempt to reaſon down grief in its firſt 
paroxiſms; it is when time has i in ſome meaſure 
abated its violence, that arguments tending” to eraſe 
it, can be offered with effect. But his Lordſhip 


now began to uſe the kindeſt efforts to diſengage 


my mind from an attachment that had evidently 
rendered my life miſerable, and he laid before me 


every conſideration that good ſenſe could ſuggeſt. — 
I Uened, and wiſhed to follow his advice, but my 


heart was Rill rebellious, and obſtinately rejected 
the government of reaſon, Vet I was aſhamed 0 


its weakheſs, and uſed my beſt endeavours to com>. | 
quer it. I found it impoſſible to forget Miſs 


Montford, but I ſtrove to think of her with indif- 


ference, and was beginning to flatter myſelf that 


the tranquillity of my mind was in a great degree 
reſtored, when an unexpected call upon its forti- 
tude, convinced me, I was as much as ever a ſlave 


to this ill-requited attachment.—Lord Dorville 


received letters from his Father, recalling him di- | 


realy to England, on buſineſs of the utmoſt im- 
portance. He communicated this particular to 
me, and told me I muſt not refuſe to accompany 


him 
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him to my native land. My tongue was ſponta- 


1-8-1 


neouſly about to pronounce an aſſent to this kind 
requiſition, but a ſudden pang I felt at my heart 


reſtrained my purpoſe. I held down my head ig 


filence, my boſom heaved with ſighs, arifing from 
a cauſe, which I vainly thought reaſon had ſub du- 
ed. Lord Dorville, who gueſſed the ſtate of my 
mind pitied my feelings too much to animadvert 
upon them, and quithgd the room in order to give 
me time to recover from my confuſion and diſtreſs. 


he moment he left me I upbraided myſelf for 


the ingratitude of my behaviour to ſuch an ineſti- 
mable friend, and ſtarted up to follow and tell 
him, I would not heſitate to comply with his 
deſire; but the images of a triumphant rival, in 
the perfon of my injurious enemy, and a perfidious 
miſtreſs, whoſe inhuman deſertion had robbed my 
life of every enjoyment, aroſe to my imagination, 
and prevented me from fulfilling my intent. Thoſe, 
who through inſenſibility or good fortune, have 
been exempted from conflicts, whoſe ſeverity ago» 
nize the ſoul, can form no idea of a moment ſuch 
as I then experienced ; but the fear of ſeeing the 
object ſo fatally dear to me, united with Fil- 
mer, predominated over every other conſidera- 

9 tion — 
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of miſery is 


— 


only England, but Europe for ever. 


— — 
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trivial compared to that. I muſt not, cannot 
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hazard the heartbreaking trial, — I will relin- 
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A diſogreeable Parting. — An unerpe Mating. 
And a - c_— 


N ab more 23 PE parti- 
culars of my fituation, it appeared to me, 
that my deſtiny was marked with a peculiar de- 
gree of vretchedneis.— Mankind are attached by 
natural ties, each to his native home ;—1 had no 
bond to link my affections to mine.—A Parent 
who, in reſpect of me, had thrown off the dutics 
and feelings of the parental character; relations 
and acquaintances who had abjured and neglected 
me, a ſucceſsful periecutor, and an unfaithful mite 
treſs, were the objects I muit of neceſſity encoun- 
ter, if I returned to the clime from which I deny- 
ed my birth; and the longer I reflected the more 
I was confirmed in my reſolution to abandon my 
country, and {ces among rangers, the re- eflabliſh- 
ment of that peace, which had been driven from 
my breait, by thoſe from whom I bad * 
hoped for happineſs. 


D 2 Lord 


1 

Lord Dorville uſed every argument that could 
poſſibly be urged to prevail on me to alter my de- 
termination, and go with him to England, but in 
vain ;—it was not in my power to change the feel - 


ings of my heart, ſo it was s impoſſible for me to 
comply. 


Mc Snarl finding I continued inflexible in this 
reſolution, gave me a new inſtance of his attach- 
ment, by ſtrongly urging to ſtay with me, and 
partake in my fortunes. But this I peremptorily 
refuſed, left his better proſpects ſhould be marred 
through my means. | 


The morning enſuing being the time fixed on 
for Lord Dorville's departure, I aroſe with a hea- 
vy heart, to take leave of him. That beſt of 
friends again earneſtly eſſayed to conquer my ob- 
ſtinacy, but finding it to be impoſſible, he at length, 
with apparent concern, deſiſted— At parting, he 
preſented me with a pocket-book, in which he 
told me he bad inſerted ſome commiſſions I muſt 
execute for him, and then with viſible reluctance 
bid me adieu. The honeſt Scot advanced for the 
fame purpoſe, but finding himſelf incapable of ut- 
tering a farewell, he turned from me haſtily, and 
followed his lord. 

I ſtood 


h- 
id 


L381 ,- 
I ſtood motionleſs whilſt the carriage conveyed 


Lord Dorville from my ſight, Alas! (cried yg + 


this is an eternal {ſeparation :—Poor ſolitary child 4 ; 


of misfortune, * ſtring after ſtring is ſevered from 
thy heart,” and now thy laſt friend is departed, 


all thou haſt to do, is to wander in fearch of a far 


diſtant grave. ; 

I devoted ſeveral hours to melancholy reflection, 
before I thought of the pocket book Lord Dorville 
had given me.—On examining its contents, I 
found bills on a Banker at Amſterdam for C. 500, 
and a billet addrefſed to me containing the follow- 
ing lines: ; | 

« Dear Charles, 

« AS TI am well convinced that 
time alone can obliterate the effect of a diſappoint _ 
ment ſuch as you have met; I muſt (againſt my 
inclination) acquieſce in your , reſolution ; but tis 
upon certain conditions. I am quite of opinion 
that © ſolitude's the nurſe of woe.“ I therefore 
require-you, by the ties of our friendſhip, to avoid 
the indulgence of an unavailing melancholy, and 
ſeek in ſociety a cure for the feelings of a too ten- 


der heart.—It is my advice to you to travel; 
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L 54 J 
another view of Italy, and a tour of the Northern 
Hourts, will All up ſome months agreeably, and by 
that time I hope you will gain fortitude” to en- 
counter the objects you now dread, and rejoin me 
in England. —The houſe is yours while you con- 
tinue at Spa, but I:cannot-conſent to your living 
alone, and baye therefore entered you · a ſubſeriber 
to a Table Fermſe at the Loup, where you will 
every day find a pleaſing party. Adieu for tlie 
preſent, my friend, T'again entreat you to guard 
againſt your own feelings. —Confider that nature 
has given you talents and good qualities, which 
muſt be exerciſed for the benefit of Tociety, : and 
do not ſuffer their operation to be reſtrained, by 
yielding to that exceſs of ſenſibility, which muſt 
ever be deſtructive of your peace of mind, unleſs 
REI to the direction of reaſon. 

Your's, p 


DORVILLE. 
et Accept the inclbſed Bills 


for your immediate uſe, 

and draw on me . 

you want _— 4 
The Pw of bd in u l 3 this kind 


letter, prevented me from being convinced by the 
juſtneſs 


| HY 


128 E 
juſtneſs of my friend's remonſtrances; or ſenſible 


of the advantages that muſt accrue to me from fol- 
lowing his advice; ſuch power have the miſts of | 


paſſion, in eclipſing the light of reaſon. 


But though I could neither diſcern or correct 
the errors of my judgment, I found my mind {6 


harraſſed by unpleaſant reflections, that, merely to 


eſcape them, I determined to throw myſelf into 


the gay circle, and was hurrying to the Theatre, 
when an accident retarded me, and brought to my 


ſight, one of the unfaithful friends I wiſhed to 


avoid. 2 


— 


I had gone but a few fteps from my abode, 
when my attention was, attracted by a croud that 


| ſurrounded a carriage; I enquired what was the 


matter, and was informed, that a gentleman in an 
extreme ill ſtate of health (who had juſt -arrived) 
through weakneſs and fatigue had ſwooned, and 
his ſervants did not know whither to take him, 
being entirely ſtrangers in the place. I immedi- 
ately gave orders to have him carried to my houſe, 
and followed him thither ; . whilſt his domeſtics 


were conveying him to an apartment, I diſpatched 


a meſſenger for a phyſician ; before I finiſhed. this 


D 4 buſineſs, 


5 > I : 
buſineſs, the gentleman revived, and on being told 
his ſituation, ſent a requeſt to ſee the humane per- 
. Ton to whom he was ſo much obliged. On enter- 
ing his chamber I beheld a fallow and emaciated 
figure, with hollow eyes and ſunk-in jaws, but the 
outline of whoſe face I immediately recognized to 
be that of Bloomford ; overpowered by ſurpriſe, I 
exclaimed, Good Heaven ! can it be. Bloomford ? 
« Yes, Townly (returned he) I am the remains of 
chat Bloomford who called himſelf your friend; 
but whoſe conduct proved him to be unworthy of 
the appellation great Heaven! is it to your hu- 
manity Lam indebted, you whom I treated fo 
unkindly. 


The heart muſt be of a deeply malignant nature, 


that can retain reſentment againſt a diſtreſſed and re- 


peritant enemy; every ſentiment his former ill treat- 
ment had ĩimplanted in my mind, was inſtantly eradi- 
cated, and exerted my beſt efforts to ſooth and com- 
fort him; he u as indeed a pitiable object; that form, 
which when I laſt beheld it, glowed with health, and 
attracted admiration for its beauty, was now blaſted 
and deformed by rapid decay, and exhibited a mi- 
ſerable ſpectacle of the conſequences of a life de- 


| voted to vice and folly ; the unhappy man ſeemed 
| fully 


41 1 
fully ſenſible of his preſent condition, and the cauſes 


of it, and evinced ſo much ſorrow for his errors, 
that I thonght it neceſſary to decline any further 


_ converſation'pn topics which ſo ſtrongly intereſted 


his feelings :—The entrance of a Phyſician I had 
ſent for, put an end to our diſcourſe ;; This gentle- 
man ſurveyed his patient with looks of compaſſion 
and concern, ordered him to be put to bed, and pre- 
ſcribed ſome cordial medicines ; but on taking 
leave he told me that it was too late, in this caſe, 
to hope for any aſſiſtance from art, for that nature 
was quite exhauſted, and muſt ſpeedily pay the 


tribute of mortality, 


£ 


This prediction was too punctually fulfilled, 


two days .terminated Bloomford's - exiftence, I 


did every thing in my power for his eaſe and ſatiſ- 
faction, and he ſeemed gratefully ſenſible of my at- 
tention. 


How tremendous is the death of him who falls 

a victim to his vices no ſoothing recollection. 
no ſuſtaining hope, ſoftens the agony of his part» 
ing hour :—In all the anxiety of doubt, or hor- 
ror of deſpair, he beholds the exterminating tyrant 
approach, to ſtrike the blow which muſt for ever 
D 5 ſerer 
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ſever him from the ſoene of all his pleaſures and 


enjoyments, and he ſinks overwhelmed with dread 
of that offended omnipotence*whoſe juſtice he can 
no longer brave or evade. 


I gazed on the lifeleſs corſe of the unhappy 
and miſguided creature, I had ſo often in the 
days of generous unſuſpecting confidence called 
friend ;—it was an aweful and affecting ſpectacle; 
favoured by nature and by fortune, the brighteſt 


proſpects opened on his early days; but every. fair 


expectation was deſtroyed by the: fatal contagion 
of immortality, and the term of a life, which might 
have been honorable and uſeful abridged by folly 


and intemperance.— The words of my beſt friend 
and ever revered preceptor, Mr. Tropic, recurred to 


my mind, and I bleſt his memory, for having con- 
vinced my heedleſs inexperienged youth, that vice 
and happineſs are incompatidle. 


d 


P. 


1 3:9 
YH A P. LXXIV. 
The Author leaves Sa Goes to nen . 


from thence to the Hague here he hat the Pleas 
ſure of meeting a Friend. 


T the time that Bloomford found his laſt 

hour approaching, he executed a will in 
the due forms, and requeſted I would forward it 
as ſoon as poſſible, after his deceaſe, to two gentle 
men in England, who were named his Executors ; 
it was his wiſh to join me in this truſt, but I poſi- 
tively declined it, and told him my intention of 
leaving Europe immediately. In this teſtament he 
bequeathed Z 1000 of his perſonal fortune to me, 
which was one half of the property at his diſpoſal; | 
the reſt having been ſquandered in diſfipation,— 
His eſtate was entailed, and he could not incum- 
ber it. e 


01202 $52: 


As ſoon as the neceſſary reſpect was paid to 


Ploomford's remains, I found my ſelf at liberty to 


purſue my intention, and determined to go to 
ſome of the Dutch ſettlements in the Ealt Indies. 
I choſe. * 


W% 


— 


\ 
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I choſe this deſtination as it was probable that 
there I ſhould be leaſt likely to meet or hear of 


any of thoſe connections which had been fatal to 


the repoſe of my heart. 
Mos purchaſed at Spa a ſmall French cabriolet, in 
which I poſted through Guelderland, by Utrecht, 
to Amſterdam. On my arrival there, I took up 
my lodging at the Hoff van Holland, and as ſoon 
26 I was tolerably recovered from the fatigue occa- 
fioned by my expedition. I waited on Mynheer 
Van Berkenhoff, who had a principal direction in 
the affairs of the India Company. I had taken 
the precaution of obtaining letters of introduction 
from ſome perſons of conſequence at Spa, to this 
gentleman, and on delivering them, met with a 
very polite reception. Mynheer Van Berkenhoff 
enquired to what department I bent my views? 


and on being informed the military line was the 


moſt ſuitable to my mclination, he adviſed me to 


enter myſelf a volunteer in the Company's ſervice, 


and go to their chief ſettlement in the iſſand of 


Java, where (by carrying proper recommendati- 


ons) I could not fail of obtaining a commiſſion 
very ſpeedily. Mr. Van Berkenhoff kindly added 
that he would give me letters to the Governor, 

and 


ca 


EO 


and other people of influence there, and hoped to 


ſerve me effectually. 


I executed the firſt part of this plan without 
delay, and was admitted a volunteer. There was 


not any ſhip ready to ſail for the Eaſtern world 


juſt then, ſo I employed myſelf in ſeeing every 


thing worthy of notice in the city and its environs, 


and finding the time of my ſtay in Europe would 


admit, I obtained permiſſion to indulge my curio— 


ſity with a view of the Hague.—I was charmed 
with the beauty and magnificence of that celebrated 


place, which, though but a village, is the ſeat of 


government in the United Provinces. But the 
day following that of my arrival, my attention was 
more agreeably engroſſed, for I had the pleaſure 
of meeting Baron Weſner : the mutual joy evinced 
on this encounter, demonſtrated a fincere friend- 
ſhip on both parts. The Baron told me this meet- 
ing was doubly ſatisfactory to him, as he had al- 
moſt deſpaired of ever ſeeing me again, on account 
of my ſudden departure from Paris. In the courſe 
of our converſation I diſcovered that it was the 
Baron had commiſſioned the venerable Prieſt to 
give me the purſe heretofore mentioned, of which 
I was afterwards deprived by ſtreet- robbers. 1 

made 
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ſuffer me to proceed. 


— 62 J 
made many acknowledgments for this proof of the 
intereſt he took in my welfare, but he would not 


—“ You muſt pardon me, 
dear Charles (ſaid he) old fellows will do things 
in an odd way,. I was deſirous of diſcovering. whe- 
ther the Abb2s conduct to you, had inſpired a 
ſufficient degree of caution, to enable you to act 
with prudence when left entirely uncontrouled ; 

for this purpoſe I requeſted Father Anſelm, who 
was my particular friend, to ſupply you, from 
time to time, ſuch ſums, as he ſhould ſee neceſ- 


ſary, whilſt he found they were not ſpent idly or 


improperly, and I gave him an order on my Banker 


for whatever money he ſhould think fit to be thus 


applied. The Abbe had ſpoken ſo freely of your 


circumſtances, that I judged it requiſite. to aſſiſt | 


you, and it appeared to me that this mode of do- 
ing it would the moſt effectually ſerve you, as the 
ſeeming precariouſneſs.of your ſupplies would. be 
a check upon the allies of extravagance. But my 


intention was fruſtrated, for when Father Anſelm 


called at your lodging a ſecond time, you were 
gone, and no perſon. there could inform him whi- 


ther, nor could he learn the leaſt account of you, 


though he enquired frequently until the time of 
his 


[:@.F., 5 
his death, which happened in a few months after 
my departure from France.“ 


I explained to the Baron the cauſe of my abrupt 
removal at the period to which he alluded, and 
likewiſe informed him of my having reſided with 
Filmer, and our journey to Italy to this I added 
a detail of the ſubſequent adventures which had 
befallen me; and finally, told him of my preſent 
deſtination. During my diſcourſe the Baron was 
ſtrongly and variouſly agitated ; however he ſuf- 
fered me to conclude without any interruption.— 


He then inveighed againſt the Abbe and Filmer, 


and praiſed the conduct of Lord Dorville.—— 
« How inconſiſtent (ſaid he) is human nature! 
of what generous virtue, or vile depravity, is man- 
kind capable! Surely creatures who differ in ſpe- 
cies, are not ſo unlike, as virtuous and vicious 
minds. Your trials (continued he, addreſſing me) 
have been ſevere, but they will finally redound to 
—He that traverſes the liſts 
without an adverſary, may receive the reward of 
victory, but has no pretenſions to the honour g- 
and that goodneſs of heart which abides the teſt 


your exultation.“ 


of misfortune, gives the ſtrongeſt manifeſtation of 


permanent virtue.“ 
| I accom- 
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F accompanied the Baron to the Hotel diſtin- 

guiſhed by the appellation of the Marchel Tu- 

renne, where he had taken up his reſidence. 


obſerved, that notwithſtanding the countenance of , 


this worthy man beamed with beneficent compla- 
cency, his heart was labouring under ſome afflic- 


tion. The apparent uneaſineſs he ſuffered at the 


time of our parting at Paris, recurred to my me- 
mory, and I ventured to expreſs a hope, that the 


-Eauſe of it was removed, and his mind perfectly at 


eaſe.— Alas, (returned he) the peace of my mind 
was many tedious years ſince, reft from me, nor 
can I flatter myſelf with the leaſt expectation of 
ite ever being reſtored. Vou ſtart, Charles, you 


are affected by this acknowledgment, but you ſhall 


hear the particulars of my ſtory—it is a gratifica- 
tion due for the kindneſs that intereſts youin my 
behalf. I have another motive too; a detail of 
what I have undergone -will convince you, that 


fate has not been ſingularly ſevere, however diſ- 


treſſing you may think the diſtribution allotted to 
I thanked the Baron for his kind inten- 


you. 


tion, and he proceeded in the following terms. 


LY 
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, CH AP. LXXV. 


In which the Baron begins the" Recital of his 
Adventurer. 


* 


1 QUITTED my native land (ſaid the Baron) 
at a very early age, to become a ſoldier of 
fortune, and experienced- a diſcouraging proof of 


her ſeverity on my firſt outſet : My intention was 


to become a Cadet in the Ruſſian ſervice (which 


Power was then at war with the Turks) I applied 


the whole of what I could raiſe to the expences of 
this undertaking, but the ſhip in which I was a 


paſſenger, foundered in the Gulph of Finland, and 
I was with great difficulty ſaved by the crew of a 


veſſel which was within fight of ours at the time 


the accident happened. I was ſet on ſhore at 


Cronſtadt pennyleſs, with no other cloaths than 
thoſe I had on, and deſtitute of acquaintance. or 


recommendation; the letters I had got for the pur- 
' poſe of my introduction being ſunk with the reſt 


of my things. This misfortune was a ſad check 


to the forward hopes of a youthful adventurer, 
whoſe head teemed with lofty projects, and whoſe 
boſom 
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boſom glowed with romantic ardour; but neceſ- 


ſity is a ſtrong power, and I was compelled to ſub- 
mit to her rigorous mandates. A fever which 
ſeized me juſt at this eriſis, enereaſed my diſtreſs. 
On my recovery from the diſtemper, its conſequent 
weakneſs rendered me unable to fulbl my purpoſe 
of entering into the Army; and in this exigence 
J applied to a company of merchants to furniſh me 
with an inconſiderable ſum for cloaths and ſubſiſt- 
ance, for which I'gave them a bill drawn on my 


brother (the only perſon to whom I could apply 


for affiſtance) and at the ſame time I wrote him 
à detail of my wretched ſituation. I waited pa- 


tiently for his anſwer; I received none, and my 
Dill was returged proteſted, 


To be thought guilty of an. intentional impoſi- 


tion gave me inexpreflible diſtreſs of mind; yet ſuch 


was the charge made upon me by my creditors, 


and one more incenſed than the reſt, threatened 


me with the Knout : 'There is no deſcribing the 
ſenſations of my heart in this cruel moment, my 
mpaſſion of all who beheld me, 
In the 


tranſport of juſt reſentment, I made a ſolemn vow 


agony excited the 
and I was diſmiſſed without puniſhment. 


never more to hold him as à brother, who had thus 
| cruelly 


— 57 + | 
engl abandoned me in the hour of undeſerved 
calamity ; and ſubjected me to the diſgrace and 
puniſhment due to an impoſtor. Henceforward 
(cried I) I will have no relation, no country; 
if proſperity ſhould be my lat, I will enjoy with · 
out participating it with this unnatural. brother, 
and if I am doomed to fall wretched and obſcure 


morſe on my grave. 
Finding myſelf ſufficiently recovered. to under - 
take the duties of a military life, I applied to be 


enliſted under the Ruſſian banner. I was only juſt 


turned of ſixteen, but being 1emarkably tall and 
ſtrong made, no objection was made to my youth. 
I was enrolled in one of the regiments appointed 
to ſerve under Count Munich, and marched di- 
realy to Kiow, which was the general rendezvous: 


When our army was aſſembled, we entered Poland | 


near Waſilkow, and croſſed- the river Bogh, 


Sixty thouſand Turkiſh troops had advanced into 


but on finding we had been too quick for them, 
they retired; and we effected our purpoſe of paſ- 


ſing the Dnieſter. The firſt action in which I was 
engaged, was near that River; when the Sultan 
l 


be ſhall never know where to drop a tear of re- 


— 


Poland, with an intent of diſputing this paſſage, 
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Iſlam Gheri and the Kaltſchack Baſhaw, preſented 
themſelves in ſight of our camp, and attacked ſome 
of our Foragers, to whoſe aſſiſtance the Picquets 
of our army advanced, At the battle of Stau- 
voutſchane (which happened in a few days after) 
J received a flight wound, but had the good for- 
tune of obtaining the approbation of my officers. 
Soon afterwards we took Chockzim, and were 
proceeding to further conqueſts, when Count Mu- 
nich received orders to 99 and a peace 
was concluded. 

The next expedition in which I ſerved was 
-againſt the Swedes. In the action which happen- 
ed near Wilmanſtrand, a party of our troops were 


commanded to attack a battery, but the poſition 
of the ground was ſo unfavourable to us, and the 


ſituation of the enemy's ſmall arms and cannon ſo 
advantageous, that our advanced party gave way, 


and, had they not been bravely ſuſtained,” might 


have thrown the whole army into confuſion :— 
During this conteſt an Enfign of ours was killed, 
and two of the Swediſh ſoldiers (who with a large 
party had deſcended from the eminence they had 
occupied in the beginning of the action) ruſhed 
eagerly to ſeize his ſtandard. I ſprang forward, 
| | engaged 


A. = © ww wow a 


©, =. 


at 


| „ 
engaged them both, and had the good fortune to 
reſeue their meditated prize, For this ſervice 1 
got a commiſſion; one of my firſt cares on my 


preferment, was to repay to the Merchants at | 


Peterſburgh, the ſum for which I ſtood indebted, 
and this redemption of my honour gave me the 
greateſt pleaſure I had ever experienced. 


After the peace with Sweden, my regiment was 
quartered in ſeveral places, and ſtationed five years 


in Siberia, during this period I was promoted to 


a Lieutenancy. At the time the Empreſs Eliza- | 
beth determined to affiſt the Houſe of Auſtria 
againſt the King of Pruſſia, I was appointed to 
the command of a troop in one. of the regiments 
deſtined for the campaign in Germany, The Co- 
lonel of the corps to which I was exchanged, bore 


the title which i is now mine; ſoon after I joined 


the regiment, I was ſo fortunate as to ſave his life 
at the imminent hazard of my own.——He was 
highly ſenſible of this obligation, and at the end 
of the campaign got leave of abſence for me, and 


took me with him to Moſcow, which was the place 


of his family reſidence. In our way thither we 


came up in time to reſcue ſome travellers who were 
attacked by robbers. One of the people to whom 
we 
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we rendered this ſervice was Father Anſelm (whom 
you ſaw at Paris) he was then in Eccleſiaſtical 
orders, and came to Moſcow, to regulate the af- 
fairs of a French perſon of diſtinction who had 
reſided in that city, and was lately dead. He 
made many acknowledgments for the aſſiſtance 
rendered him, and travelled with us the remainder 
of the journey. | 


The Baron had been a Widower ſeveral years, 
and on our arrival at his houſe, we were received 
by his only child, a daughter, in whom every per- 
ſonal beauty, and every eſtimable quality of mind 
were united, My heart ſoon felt her power, but 
deſpair took poſſeſſion of my ſoul in the ſame mo- 
ment with love. The Baron had deſtined the fait 
Sophia's hand for a Livonian Nobleman, with 
' whoſe Father he had long been united by the ties 
of friendſhip. Sophia had never ſeen her intended 
huſband, but the marriage being a point deter- 
mined upon, I could form no hope, I therefore 
reſolved to. bury my unhappy paſſion in eternal 
ſilence, but a reſerve of this nature cannot be long 
ſupported, a thouſand involuntaty indiſcretions 
betrayed to Sophia the ſecret of my heart, and at 


laſt 
\ | 


to herſelf. 


| SORE 
laſt T had the temerity to ſpeak to her upon the 


ſubjet,——In making this declaration I had no 
other motive than the diſburthening my boſom of 
a concealment too painful to be borne, for it was 


my reſolution never to urge her to act undutifully 
to her Father, or beſtow a compaſſion injurious 
The gentle Sophia heard me with 


pity, and beſought me never to ſee her more, but 


her tears contradicted her expreſſions. I will not 
expatiate on the conflicts we experienced—they 
were too ſevere to be endured, and we determined 


to be united for life, I was ſenſible it would be in 


vain to apply to any of the Ruſſian Clergy to per- 
form the ceremony of marriage, I therefore re- 


| ſolved to put the friendſhip of Father Anſelm to 


the teſt, He had very great ſcruples againſt be- 
ing concerned in any clandeſtine affair, although 
he did not know the Daughter of the Baron was 
the intended Bride; but ſeeing my deſpair on his 
refuſing to comply, and recollecting that I had 
hazarded my life in defending his, he at length 
conſented, Sophia, with one female attendant in 
whom ſhe placed great confidence, came veiled to 
the abode of the good Prieſt, and he gave us the 
nuptial benedition.—Unhappy hour !—fatal ſuè- 

ceſs; 


Father 
CHAP. 


] 


L 72 
ceſs; how many years of ſadneſs and regret have 


ſucceeded this moment of exultation. 


d the whole tranſaction remained 


buried in profound ſecrecy. 


Anſelm departed from Ruſſia in a few days after 


my marriage, an 
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HE opening of another campaign 215 

nued the Baron] recalled the father of So- 

phia and me, to our duty when Sophia was made 
acquainted with our receiving orders to rejoin the 
army, her deſpair was extreme. Deareſt, beſt of 
women! even the long ſeries of time Which has 
elapſed ſince that period, cannot eraſe her beaute- 
ous form, her diſtreſsful accents from my remem- 


brance. Vo go (ſaid ſhe) you are called to 


encounter the moſt alarming dangers. Alas! your 
abſence will be a heavy woe to my heart; but how 


will it be aggravated by the knowledge of your 
being expoſed to imminent hazards?” I ſtruggled 


to ſuppreſs the grief [ felt, and alleviate the ſorrows 
of this'beloved mourner, but in vain, Already” 
(creid/ſhe) the puniſhment-of my diſobedience is 


begun: Vou, the dear cauſe of my devilition from 


the duty Lowed to the beſt of parents, muſt be torn 
from me. I am miſerable !—yet I date not weep 


in the preſence of that father who was wont to 


Vor. III. E Wh ſoothe 
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ſoothe every uneaſineſs I felt; I ſhudder when I 


meet his eye, conſcious that I have deceived him: 


Oh, how ſhall 1 I ſupport. his . tremendous frown? 
how endure his indignation when the ſecret of our 
-union ſhall be divulged ? how cruel is my fate, in 
being unable to reconcile the duties of a heart 

equally ſenſible to the claims * conjugal and filial 
tenderneſs? 


« 


* a] . / | f * L "1 4 LA 
The parting between Sophia and me, was a 
ſcene of miſery I cannot deſeribe: I _ 


away with a heart full of unutterable anguiſh. I 
uſed my beſt efforts to conceal my feelings from 


the Baron, yet T wonder they eſcaped his obſerva- 


tion. oy At length he and I came up with the army, 


and entered upon our courſe of dur. 


During the time we remained at Moſcow! after 
my marriage, I had often been aſhamed of the 


- deceit with which I was obliged to act, to this 


worthy unſuſpecting friend, and had ſeveral times 
reſolved to avow my ſituation ſooner than ſuffer the 
pain of conſcious diſingenuouſneſs; but the timi- 


dity of Sophia, and her dread that a premature 
| diſcovery of an event ſo contrary to his deſire, 


might ingenſe him beyond all poſſibility of recon- 
ciliation, 


Tn 
ſelf 


my, 


E 1 I 


ciliation, reſtrained me from fulfilling my purpoſe. | 


I was now more at liberty to follow the dictates 


of my judgment, and had come to a determination 1 


to reveal gur ſecret to the Baron. But he was 
ordered to a diſtant poſt from mine, and I loſt the 
opportunity, as I could not imagine it a proper 
meafure to divulge a matter ſo important. without 
being preſent to obſerye the, effect of the;commu- 
nication, and prevent him from taking ſuch 1 
againſt . ar as een n om 


5 28 - rat 4 © : 


In a ſhort time - 8900 my ſeparation 0 the 


Bayon, I was pitched: upon to carry ſome diſpatches 


of importance, to one of the Auſtrian Generals. | 


J had a large extent of country to traverſe, which 
was much infeſted by the Pruſſians, and on N 
caſions pc . as 1 was F 
out on this expedition, a letter from my wife was 
put into my hands. Gracious heaven ! what were 
my feelings on perufing it. She informed me that 
ſhe had received a ſetter from her father, in which 


he commanded her to give her hand to the ſon of 


his friend, who was on his way from Livonia to 
Moſcow, and would ſhortly arrive, and that the 
® E. Baron 


£ 


®. 


| F 
Baron had alſo written to thẽ Counteſs of 'Czerni- 
zoff, (a relation of her late mother, at whoſe houſe 
ſhe always reſided in his abſence) to ſee that the 
marriage was performed directly —in a poſtſcript 
he added, that the Livonian was arrived, and her 
coufin inflexibly determined to exert the authority 
the Baron had delegated to her, and, that ſeeing 
no poſſibility of otherwiſe efcaping perſecution, ſhe 
kad come to a reſolution of flying to the huſband 


that heaven and her own choice had: given her. | 


ns Prepare then (ſaid ſhe) to receive your poor 
fugitive; and oh! ſupport her under the affliction 
of knowing ſhe-is the cauſe of grieving her indul- 
gent Se heart,” NOTE Tn A 

a dear Charles, what 1 r have ſuffered 
in being ſnatched away at a period like this. What 
muft my Sophia feel on her arrival at not finding 
this huſband, for whom ſhe had facrificed every 


confideration ? Who would ſoothe her fatigue, or 


- ſoften her diſappointment ?—her ſenſibility, her 
fearful nature muſt, neceſſarily add weight to every 


diſagreeable circumſtance ariſing from my abſence; 


her condition too, (for L had hope of becoming a 
father) ſuggeſted the moſt alarming apprehenſions. 


But the call of my profeſſional duty muſt be obey- 


a ©. ; _ ed, 


Ca v 


eſce 
fier 
die 
fell. 


R | 
ed, and with an agonizing heart Ideparted. Previous 
to my ſetting off, I traced a few haſty lines to my 


2 wife, which I encloſed to one of my brother officers, ' 


whom I entreated to provide a proper. place for 
her reception, and ſee that ſhe was carefully at- 
tended to, if ſhe ſhould arrive before my return. 


I executed my commiſſion ſucceſsfully, and was 
returning with a heart fraught with hope and im- | 
patience, when I fell in with a party of Pruſſian, 


cavalry ; they were ſuperior in number to mx 


eſcorte, but being ſurrounded we drew up, and a 
fierce and bloody conteſt. enſued, My fellow ſol- 
diers (except three who were taken priſoners) all 
fell lifeleſs on the field, and I, deſperately wound-- 
ed, was left for dead amongſt them. In this con- 
dition I was robbed and ſtripped by ſome of the 
inhuman wretches who follow camps, to glean up 
the ſpoils of the victims of war, and, but for a par- 
ticular interference of providence, I muſt have pe- 
riſned.— Some peaſants returning from their daily _ 
labour, happened to paſs the ſpot, where the action 
had taken place. Horror and compaſſion filed 


their breaſts on beholding the bodies of the fallen, 


and they charitably reſolved to inter them. On 
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their lifting me with an intent to depoſit me in the 
earth, they perceived I afforded ſome faint indica- 


tions of life; they immediately bound up my 


wounds, bore me to one of their cottages, and took 
every care in their power to reſtore me; it was 
near three months before I recovered, and you 
may eaſily imagine what anguiſh of mind I ſuffer- 
ed during that time, in being ſo fituated as not 
to have a poſſibility to hear of my Sophia, or con- 
vey to her any intelligence” relative to myſelf. 


The moment I was able to move 1 took leave of 
the preſervers of my life, and in the dreſs of a pea- 


ſant, which they gave me, 1 made towards the 
Ruffian army. As I travelled on foot; I was much 
retarded by weakneſs; I was neeeſſitated to go 
through bye-ways leſt I ſhould meet with any of 
the Pruſſian Huffars, who were continually ſcour 


; ing the country. I -watdered about in this con- 


dition, begging a poor ſubſiſtence, and taking up 


my lodging in the open fields, till at length I will. 
ed my way, and knew not how to proceed. T'was 
| fearful of applying for any direction to guide my 


ſteps, leſt my foreign accent ſhould render me ſuſ- 


. pected; but at laſt being quite exhauſted withhunger, 


atid wearineſs, I was compelled to hazard the dan- 
danger 


> BY ny I fo. it 
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ger I dreaded.— ſaw a 3 at a ſmall bee! 5 


thither I bent my courſe, and aſked the firſt perſon 
I met; for the direction I wanted; he anſwered! 
me courteouſly, and obſerving: F appeared ready to- 


fink with languor, invited me to refreſ myſelf at 


his houſe. I followed him thither, bleſſin g his 
humanity; alas! he had none. 
tion to a neighbouring Poſt of the Pruſſian army, 


that he had inveigled a foreigner, who appeared to 
be a Spy belonging to the enemy, into his houſe; 
a party were inſtantly diſpatched to ſecure me, and 


I was borne away priſoner. 


On my examination, I gave an ingenuous detail 
of my misfortunes, and my purpoſe, which was 


liſtened to with great humanity. The Command- 


ing Officer lamented, that the rules of the ſervice,” 
and the preſent ſtate of things, rendered it impoſſi- 
ble to reſtore my freedom immediately, but that 
my captivity ſhould be made as little irkſome as 
ſuch a ſituation would admit, and that he would 
take care I ſhould be included in the very firſt ex- 
change of priſoners. This ſentence, though a 
favourable one in ſuch a caſe, was ſevere to me as 
the ſtroke of death. The image of my Sophia 


mourning, diſtreſſed, perhaps heart-broken for 
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He ſent informa- 
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ved that gave me back to 
- 
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grief was unavailing, and I was conſtrained to 


number many days 


my ſoul could not taſte of repoſe, but all my 
ane arr 
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my loſs, was perpetually before my eyes, and 
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from him, and embarks for the Eaſtern World.” 


LOST. rot a moment, | on © regaining my 
freedom, (continued the Baron) in joining 
the Ruſſian army. My return excited great ſur- 
prize, as I had long been ſuppoſed dead!” The 
aceount of my having fallen in the action with the 
Pruſſian detachment, had been publiſhed; and my 
commiſſion was given away to another. I ſought: 
eagerly for the officer to whom had written re- 
lative to Sophiz's arrival. He had been ordered 
on an expedition (in two days after my departure): 
in which he was killed. —My--doubts and fears 
were beyond deſcription, they were too dreadful 
to be borne ;- in an agony of diſtreſs I flew to the 
Baron, and abruptly preſenting myſelf before him, 
demanded my Sophia, my wife. —Alas, my wretch - 
ed doom was accompliſhed, She had fled from 
Moſcow, accompanied only by her woman—every: 
enquiry had been made—every method' taken to 
procure intelligence of them, but in vain Dear 
Fo wan- 
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| 38. -- 
wanderer—gentleſt beſt of beings ! how unfit was 


thy timid ſpirit, thy delicate frame, to endure the 
perils thy love for me cauſed 'thee to dare. Oh 
heaven ! too ſure ſhe periſhed in the arduous ef- 


for, and fl a vim eee 


— 
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The ſurprize of the Baron, - on my avowing my 


marriage, was extreme, but his pity for my mi- 


ſery was proportionately great. I was inſtantly 


ſeized with a dangerous fever, and continued a long 


time delirious and deſpaired of. The good Baron 
watched over me with a fatherly affection, and on 
my recovery pronounced his forgiveneſs of the 


ſtep my unfortunate attachment to Sophia had 


induced me to take; with unparalleled kindneſs 


he only regretted her not having truſted to his 


tenderneſs, and acknowledged her marriage, whilſt 


it was in his power to bid her be happy with the 


man of het choice. The kindneſs of his conduct 
to me, awakened a wiſh in my breaſt for life, that 
F might contribute to his comfort: I devoted all 


my cares to this end, and had the ſatisfaction to 


ſucceed to my aim. The Empreſs was gract- 


ouſly pleaſed to give me the command of a regi- 


ment, and the Au Baron dying in four years 
after 


A.. „ kw ies a 


ears 
fter 


— 


9-3 


aſter this period, bequeathed to we bi title; and . 


his fortune, But what are ſuch vain ditinRions - 
to a heart where grief has fixed its eternal reſi- 
dence ?. I ſpent all my hours in vain efforts to diſ- 
coyer the dear object fnatched from my, bopes.—. 
Time at length moderated the exceſs of my ſor; 
row, but could not reſtore contentment to my 
breaſt. I travelled with the double, view of aſ- 
ſuaging melancholy, and gaining intelligence of 
my loſt wife, till conſtant diſappointments compel- - 
led me. to relinquiſh all hope of ae e . 
myſtery that veiled her fate. e 


>. 


But during m my laſt reſidence at Paris, a native 


of Moſcow, who had been ſeveral years abſent: | 


from that place, returned thither ; ; and on hearing 
a caſual mention of Sophia Ar her woman 's have - 
ing fo unaccountably diſappeared, he ſaid, be had. : 
ſeen the woman of Sophia, about two. years before 


at Amſterdam, where ſhe was married to a perſon 
who kept a petty tavern. You were with me 


when 1 received this account, and a-vitneſs to. the 
agitation it gave me wk quitted Poris and Went * 
to Amſlerdam to ſeek for this woman, but- I met 
a mortifying dleppoigtment, for her huſband had 

: | failed | 
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failed in buſineſs, and eloped from his . 
and had, taken her with him, no one could inſorin 
me whither. 3 Ve 


| 2 | qo 0 inen 16 To WIC Lak 251 * | 1 q 
Finding it was in vain to continue in Holland 
for the purpoſe of ſeeing her, 1 returned to Ruſſia, 


but firſt ſet forth offers of a large reward to any 
one who ſhould give intelligence where ſhe was to 
be found; this has at length produced the deſired 


effect, 1 have learned that ſhe is ſettled in England, 


| and am going thither directly, to tear from the 


boſom of öbleion a tale I at once tremble with 
dread and impatience to hear. = 


The Baron here finiſhed a narrative which filled 
my breaſt with the ſtrongeſt ſenſations of compaſ- 


flon<as ſoon'as my emotions had i in ſome degree - 


ſubſided; 1 expreſſed the concern his misfortunes 


ereitel, and endeavoured to conſole him and for- | 


tif) his mind. I faw no grounds toflatter him with 


| hope; on the contrary, the circumſtances he had 


related, appeared to be the leading ſteps to ſome 
ſtocking cataſtrophe, which threatened to add 2 ag- 
Few) N to the poignant ills he long had 
bank... 
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The Baron and I'paſs'd the remainder of the 

day in the moſt pleafing converſation, I liſtened to 
| his re with 3 and W 


us Difubive, deep and clear, his reaſon wwe Ct aha 


Wich inſtantaneous view, the truth of things, __— 


% And hence reſponſive to bis N Slow id 
His ardent virtue. 


He ſpoke to me on my future proſpects, and 


expreſſed the kindeſt intereſt in my happineſs. I 


told him that being utterly deſtitute of family con- 


nections, and void of attachment to my native 


country, I had formed the reſolution of going to 
the Indies, and added, in a gayer accent, that 
fortune muſt be very averſe indeed, if ſhe withheld: 
her favours from-one, who would 8⁰ ſo far to ſeck 


* 


for them. 


A ſentiment of eſteem and affection J cannot 
define, (ſaid the Baron) attaches me to your wel- 
fare. We muſt now part, but it is my wiſh this 
ſeparation may be but of ſhort duration—go, per- 
form the engagement into which you have entered; 
but ſhould fortune ftill thwart your exertions, re- 
n. that in me you have a friend on whoſe 
ſincerity 


* 


( 
fincerĩty yu may rely, and that with me you ſhall 


find a Wale aid 4 a welcome en 39 


cg e in ; Mig ot 
1 thanked my beneficent friend for thoſe marks . = 
of his regard, —F will write to you (faid he). and 
inform Jou of che refult "of thoſe enquiries I am 


now going to make.—Gr acious heaven ! how my w 
foul trembles in the apprehenſion of being doom- | er 
ed to diſcover a certainty of thoſe evils it long w 
has dreaded. To hear a conſirmation, that my Ac 
J | wife and my offspring were deſtroyed.— Oh, Char- a 
5 } les —but I will not murmur; -—+——Rehgnation to tl 
, Wl. | the Divine Willi is one of "s indiſpenſible duties w 
1 of mankind. 
* 
1 2 Fa . 8 2 
4 My ſoul was penetrated with ſorrow forthe ſuf. d 
1 ferings of this ineſtimable man, and I, endea- "ff 
voured to excite fortitude in a heart that could not n 
be ſoothed by. hope, —At length the time of f 
our ſeparation, arrived,  'The, Baron ſet out for L 
Helvoetſluys, in order to embark. for Harwich, v1 
and I proceeded to Amſterdam, where, I received a 
notice, that ſome ſhips were ready to fail for the = 
Indies, and got orders to repair to Batavia, -—TI 
| Likewiſe had a letter from the Baton, informing 0 
2 me 


— 


I" 


L 87 1 


me, chat on app lying: to'a Banker Vid he nam- 
ed, IT would be farniſhetl with any fun” 1 had de- 
caſion for, and that this gentleman would honour 


any bill of mine 1 ]} India. — 


I wrote my unfeigned * We" 28 to this 
worthy friend, but declined making ule of the 
credit he had eſtabliſhed for me, until I ſhould 
want money, which I did not at preſent. I then 
addreſſed a long epiſtle to Lord Dorville, giving 


a detail of my proceedings, and the -motives f 


them, and bade him a pathetic and eternal fare- 
well. | | 


I did not mention the place of my particular 
deſtination, but only ſaid in general terms I was | 
going to India (as I wiſhed that none of my con- 
nections in England, ſhould be informed of the 
ſpot to which I ſhould retreat) I requeſted of 
Lord Dorville to receive for me the legacy de- | 
viſed by Bloomford: To give 500l. to Mc Snarl, 


in token of my gratitude for his faithful adher- 


ence; and to keep the other cool. until I ſhould 
draw for it: I took this method with an intent 
of reimburſing to my generous friend Lord Dor- 

| ville, 
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H A P. LXKVEE 
Strifures on Dutch Oztonomy, and Thoughts on 
Kerr | 


HE firſt week after I failed "EE, the Texel, a 
1 was extremely afflicted with ſea-ſickneſs. | 
We had unuſually rough winds, and a rolling ſea, 
and I experienced enough to diſguſt a perſon un- 
accuſtomed to a ſea-faring life. My cabin was 
very diſagreeable, and ſuch of my ſhipmates as L 
had ſeen, unſocial, and equally ill-qualified for, 
and averlc to converſation, 


At laſt wearied with taciturnity, and ſick of 
melancholy reflections, I crawled up to the deck, 
and leaning over one of the galleries for the be- 
nefit of air, I ſtood contemplating the wide ex- 
panſe of waters through which we _ our 
courſe. 


I was rouſed from my reverie by being addreſ+ - 
ſed with much politeneſs, by a genteel looking 
BIS young 
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young man, whom I had not ſeen before: Na- 
- ture had ſtamped chearfulneſs, and openneſs of 


heart, in ſach / legible characters on his counte- 


nance, that his-diſpoſition could not be miſtaken ; 
he expatiated with much humour on the Dutch 
thriftineſs of nature, which made them economiſts, 


even of their diſcourſe. One would imagine 


(faid he) that the firſt wiſh of, every perſon con · 


fined to a ſmall ſociety, would be to render that 
ſociety agreeable Benevolence and policy join 


in exciting this deſire, but here I find it quite 


otherwiſe z dullneſs and reſerve predominates at 
our meals, and afterwards, every man. denen, or 
ſmokes his pipe in lence, ” 


I returned the advances of my new acquaint- 
ance, with much complacency, and we converſed 


2 upon a great varicty of ſubjects. He told me he 


was an Engliſhman—his name Belmore—and that 


he was going to Batavia, to obtain ſome employ- 


ment in the mercantile line. 


Nothing could be more fortunate for me than 
this acquiſition of a companion whoſe vivacity 
was ſufficient to counteract the deſpondence and 


0 melancholy, with which my 7 unhappy adventures 


had 


| * | 
COTS? The ſickneſs which affected 
me ſo badly in the beginnitg of the voyage, went 


off, and J joined the ſociety our conſined circle = 
afforded. Belmore's repreſentation of them was 
a very juſt one: A queſtion=< a rephy and a 


rejoinder, was the utmoſt ſtretch of converſation 
they could be prevailed on to make, and it requir- 
ed an effort to obtain ſo much. 5 


— 


Belmore who had a ſtrong natural turn for diſ- 


cerning and expoſing the ridiculous ſide of cha- 


racters, extracted much amuſement from the fin- 
gularities of our ſhipmates; although diverted by 


the ſallies of this talent of his, I endeavoured to 


_ convince him the indulgence of it was miſchievous. 
and unjuſtifiable, but I could not ſucceed for he 


pleaded that it was not the talent itſelf, but its 
miſapplication, that was reprehenſible. Ridicule 


(bid he) is a ſcourge def gned to puniſh vanity, 


abſurdity and affectation; it ſhould be interdicted 
only to the injudicious hand that applies it to the 


gratification of malevolence; or ſeeks to inflit ad- 
ditional ſtripes on the tjnfortunate,——Indeed his 
conduct evinced that thiz diſtinction was implanted 
in his mind, for he 1 


againſt 


vas particularly irritated - 


Fd 


] 


| k 92 
againſt one of our meſſmates, who made ſome 


- 


th a poor fellow 


ormities ; 


to jeſt 


of 


on the 
in conſe- 


and 


VI 


pts, 
N of his perſonal d 


attem 
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quence of this refentment he teized the ill nature 


his 
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n 
% 1 
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ſter ſo unmercifullyz” that he kept cloſe 


birth through fear and vexation. / 
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B LMO RE, who very f 5 perceived n my 
tendency to dejection, good - naturedly took 
the greateſt pains to diſpel it, and turn my,mind 
to more lively ideas. One day, when he obſerved 
me to be more caſt down than uſual, 0 eyed me 
with apparent concern, I have often _(faid he). 
ſince the commencement of our acquaintance,, | 
wiſhed to. know. what it is that ſo deeply affects 
your ſpirits, but have been reſtrained from alking. 
you to indulge my curioſſty, by a fear of i its being. 
impertivent. I think all perſons who feel a deſire, 


of prying 0. the affairs of others, ſhould; bear i in 
mind the anſwer of Don Quixote to the Travellers, 


who enquired, Why he was carried in a cage: 
by 1. Gentlemen, (ny. the dee Ms be age 


misfortunes 3, but ify you de not, I kave 3 no o reaſon 
to trouble myſelf to recount them” 5 


b 1 thanked 
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I thanked Belmore for the intereſt he took ia 


my affairs, and told him I would give him a de- 


tail of all he was deſirous-of knowing, as ſoon as 
I found my ſpirits better. is well (returned 


he) and in order to withdraw your attention from 
dwelling too deeply on your own affairs, ſuppoſe 
I was to recount to you my adventures?” I an- 
ſwered, he would gratify me very highly; and he 


commenced his narrative in the following terms 


* 1 [i N * 4 * 
. 
F - 


OY : 


0 11 Selig the cuſtom of hiſtorians (fad be) to 
take things ab origine, * ſhall ſay a few words on 
my lineage. My father and mother formed one of 
thoſe inconſiderate unions, which is dignified with 


the title of a Love-Match—they were dif nherited 


for this ſpirited conduct, and turned forth to ſhift for 
themſelves ; as neither the one or the other of 


them had eyer known what it was fo want money 
before their marriage, they were diſagreeably fur- 


priſed at finding it was impracticable to carry on 
houſekeeping without it; but it was too late to 


conſider; and they lived as well as they could, until 
a'Nobleman, who was a friend to the family of my 
| father, kindly got him an employment i in the civil 


line, which brought him a very pretty Sy aid 1} « 


1555 1 | | Poſſefled 


fell 


fled 


[9 1 | 

Poſſeſſed of this, my Parents determined to 
make themſelves amends for the mortificationg 
they had ſuffered in the days devoted to contem · 


plating an empty purſe. They accordingly ſet out 
in a faſhionable; ſtile, and ſpent their income with 
ſuch celerity; that they were ſoon obliged; to ant 
ticipate, their revenues : but happily for-them they 


did not live to feel the effects of this managemeut 2 
—the inconvenience fell wholly upon me, who 


. 1 


was left an inen wenden AY deſtitute [of pro- 


riſion. 


tes "x1 41830 re 32 
The compaſſion of that worthy friend who had 


provided for my father, extended itſelf to my diſ- 
treſs. Through, the kindneſs. of, this benevolent. 
man, 1 received a genteel education, and at the 
age of ſixteen was appointed to an Enſigney in a 


marching regiment ; ſoon after which my boun- 
teous Patron was called from this world; an event 
which affected me more an than any other I, 
ever had experienced. 


6 ſoon got the 8 of a pleaſant. fallow 
among my brother officers—entre nous, a pleaſant, 
fellow means one who is liked by every body, and 
eſteemed by eder ſociety was ſo much 


coveted, 
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el that I had very little time for the tudy 
of Tactics, or any other branch of military ſcience, 
ſo that I verily believe if I had continued i in the 
army from that time to this, 1 ſhould not have 
made an extraordinary figure'in the profeſſion. — 
However I ſoon experienced, that, beſides loſs of 
time, my convivial powers led me into other i incon- 
veniencies: in fine, my expences exceeded my 
pay, ſo much, that my creditors convinced me, it 
would be neceſſary to diſpoſe of my commiſſion, 
for the payment of my debts, unleſs I could raiſe 


a ſum, ſome other way for that purpoſe. 


>, "+> 


- "In this evigence I conſulted with my compa- 
nions—every body was ſorry for my diſtreſs; but 
thoſe' who would be willing to lend me money to 
ſatisfy the demands upon me, had it not; and 
choſe who had it, did not think it convenient to 
lend it. I ſold out on half- pay, and the regiment 
regretted © the loſs ren a pleaſant U ee | 


_ I was. now reduced to half my uſual income 
without finding my ptudence enereaſed, or my 
tiſte foi pleaſure diminiſhed. The confequence 
was, that in a few months I was obliged to diſpoſe 
of my half. pay, and endeavour. to ſtrike out ſome 


neu 


11 
new method of obtaining a livelihood. I conſi- 
dered and reconſidered what I was fit for, and the 
reſult was, that I found I was not fit for any 
thing: I had an excellent knack at ſpending mo- 
ney, but there could not be any perſon worſe qua- 
lified to get it. I betook myſelf to the agent 
whom I had employed, firſt in the diſpoſal of my 
commiſſion, and afterwards in that of my half-pay. 
I ingenuouſly related to him the diſcovery I had 
made. He, was a goodnatured man, and took 
compaſſion on my friendleſs ſtate : having no em- 
ployment himſelf to give me, he recommended me 
to an eminent lawyer, who wanted a perſon who 
could write a fair hand, and copy accurately. I 
took poſſeſſion of this poſt, and was inſtated in 
all its emoluments, which were not ſufficient to 
procure the luxuries, nor indeed the neceſſarięs of 
life, but I diſcharged the duties of my office . ſo 
much to Counſellor Demur's ſatisfaction, that I 
was taken into his houſe and my allowance en- 
ereaſed. Here I might long have flouriſhed, had 
not an unlucky blunder obſcured my riſing proſ- 
perity. Counſellor Demur employed all his leiſure 
hours in writing a Treatiſe on the Common and 
Statute Laws, which no eyes but his own were 


permitted to review. One day he called me into 
B! ALD wx his 
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his cloſet, and deſired me to read over two diffe- 


Tent opinions on a caſe of moment, and tell him 


which of them I thought the beſt. Fearful of 
giving a preference he might not approve,-and 
mindful of the fate of Gil Blas, I ſtrove to excuſe 
myſelf from the taſk, alledging that being totally 
ignorant of law, I was incompetent to decide 
but he replied, his wiſh was to ſubmit the deciſion 
to untutored judgment ; for the ſuperiority of the 
one opinion was ſo manifeſt that it muſt ftrike 


common ſenſe. Thus urged I proceeded. I had 
no clue to guide me in the labyrinth. The papers 
he laid beſore me were both written by his own 
hand. I read them over and over, — I heſitated: 


4 Follow the internal light of reaſon,” (cried 


Counſellor Demur) I followed it; but it would 
have been better for. me I had not. The opinion 
I approved had been extracted from Blackſtone's 
Commentaries, and the other from the Counſel- 


lor's precious manuſcript. I need not tell you I 


loſt his good opinion by this flagrant error in 
judgment: My diſmiſſion from his employ ſoon 


after followed. 


This was a misfortune of magnitude, as Coun- 
ſellor Demur declared he had intended to do great 
things 


things 


k W i” 


things for me, had he not found me too ignorant, 


and dull of apprehenſion to make any thing of me; 
however, as my morals and integrity of conduct 
eſcaped unimpeached, the friendly agent recom- 


mended me to another place, 


J IEG Gr 
My next maſter was a ſcrivener of puritanical 


principles and manners. He was in truth, an epi- 
tome of Hudibras; and the peculiarities of his 
conduct ſtruck me too forcibly to ſuffer me to re- 


ſtrain my ludicrous ideas within due bounds : The 


clerks in his office joined with me in laughing at 
him, but told him I had made him the ſubje& of 


my ridicule. I waz therefore diſmiſſed as a pro- 


phane wretch who derided every thing reſpectable, 


and deſerved the deteſtation of all g prope for 
2 on the ſabbath day. 

Thus once more turned adrift, I had the good 
fortune to get into the employ of a worthy and 
liberal minded trader, who treated me with great 
conſideration and kindneſs: When I had lived in 
his family about twelve months, I had the plea- 
ſure of doing him an eſſential piece of ſervice, by 
detecting a ſcheme laid to defraud him of a large 


ſum of money. 


He was very grateful on this 
5 28S occaſion, 
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occaſion, and ſome time afterward, he told me he 
thought it a pity a young man of my education 
and addreſs ſhould be buried in a compt ing houſe, 
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unleſs I had a capital to ' commence trading with 
on my own account. He therefore adviſed me to 
- ſtudy one of the learned, profeſſions, by the prac- 
» tice of which I might readily. riſe to reſpectability 
and independence. He concluded with defiring I 
would conſider this propoſal ſeriouſly, and faid he 
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0 5 - would preſent me with one hundred pounds to ena- 
. | ble me to begin my courſe as ſoon as I had made 
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where I might remain the greater part of my life, 
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C H A P. LXXX. 


Continuation of the ſame Sulje. 


1 Deliberated on the offer of my kind employer 


a long time, and reſolved to embrace it, but 
I was much puzzled about the choice of a pro- 
feſſion. I had ſhewn no talents for the ſcience of _ 
law, and I was deterred from aſpiring to the pul- 
pit, by ſeeing that many 'who. poſſeſſed greater 
powers of oratory than myſelf, could not preach _ 
themſelves into a better eſtabliſhment than a Cu- 
racy. I therefore reſolved to enrol myſelf amongſt 


the diſciples of Eſculapius, and ſtudy the ſcience 


of healing, for the benefit of mankind and my own 
private emolument. Fraught with this great in- 
tent, I took leave of my good maſter, and my 
friend the agent, and embarked in a trader bound 
to Rotterdam, from whence I went to Leyden in 
a paſſage-boat. I took a lodging in the town, 
and matriculated at the cheap rate of half a guinea 
with the Rector Magnificus, by which I became 
a ſtudent of the College, was taken out of the 
juriſdiction of the civil power, and obtained a pri- 
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vilege of drinking a hogſhead of wine, with ſmall 


beer, ad libitum, duty free, every year I ſhould . 


remain there. 


I was hard ſet to reeollect Latin enough to un- 


derftand the LeQures, which were all delivered in 
that language; but by my aſſiduity I got over that 
difficulty, and then flattered myſelf I ſhould go on 
ſwimmingly, but alas! I beheld, 5 


Fille peep o'er hills, and alps on alps ariſe,” 


It was neceſſary I ſhould make myſelf maſter of 
Botany, Chemiſtry, Anatomy, Pharmacy, Phyſio- 


logy, and the Materia Medica, before I could come 
to the ſtudy of the treatment of diſeaſes. Altho* 


this was a formidable proſpect, I courageouſly be- 
gan the taſk. The firſt Profeſſor f attended lec- 
tured” on the gout : his perſon exhibited the ra- 
vages of that dreadful diſtemper, in the moſt ſtrik- 


ing light, for it had crippled and diſtorted him in 


a very extraordinary manner. It was natural to 


imagine he would have ſpoken pathetically on a 
diſorder by which he had ſuffered ſo ſeverely, but 
toute au contraire, he pronounced a covert panegy- 
ric on the diſeaſe, alledging, that wiſe and great 
men were more liable to it, than fools or mean 


_ 


perſons ; 


2 

L 203 —4 N 

perſons; and, in enumerating the pre- diſpoſing 

cauſes, he laid particular ſtreſs on the acumen in- 

genii. 2 ; 
Although T was diligently employed in endea- 

vouring to diſcover whether the ſolids or the fluids 


were the ſeat of diſeaſes, I could not reſiſt the 


temptation of mingling in the amuſements the town 
afforded. 


The Profeſſor of Laws ſaw company every Sun- 
day evening. He had two very handſome daugh- 


ters. 
younger of theſe ladies, and flattered myſclf I was 
not deſpiſed by her; but having the misfortune 
to win twenty Rivers from my fair enſlaver at 
Ombre, ſhe ceaſed to ſmile upon me, and I was 


I became exceedingly ſmitten with the 


never invited to their parties again. 
This incident ſent me back to my ſtudies with 

redoubled ardour, ſo that in a ſhort time I could 8 
talk very glibly on diagnoſtics and prognoſtics. 
became a ſort of favourite among the profeſſors, 
and ſometimes ſpent evenings at their reſpective 
houſes, by invitation. At one of thoſe viſits I 
met with a Scotſman, who had lately abdicated 

| F 4 his 


| [04 -] 
his native ſoil, and become ſurgeon to one of the 
Scotch battalions in Holland. The Profeſſor, our 


entertainer, was a man -to whom the dignity of 


he looked upon it to be Acme of human know- 
ledge, and thought a good Phyſician ſhould have 
precedence of all mankind. To ſupport this hy- 
potheſis was his chief delight; and he was never 
tired of adducing arguments for that purpoſe. In 
the courſe of this evening he frequently laid down 
his tobacco-pipe to harangue on the great induce- 
ments young ſtudents had to excite their diligence, 
The wiſeſt ages and nations (ſaid he) held 
Phyficians in high eſteem, Whenever Hippo- 
| crates approached a city, the inhabitants went 
forth to him, and confer every imaginable honour 
upon his merit. 


Kings and Emperors applied 
themſelres to the ſtudy of medicine, which was 
held in the greateſt veneration, as may be gathered 
from the rewards beſtowed on its practitioners.— 
Sertinius received a fee of thirteen thouſand 
pounds ; and Eraſiſtratus was complimented with 
the value of upwards of ſixty thouſand guineas, 
when he viſited and recovered Antiochus. 


Times 


medical ſcience was inexpreſſibly dear; in reality 


nes 


t 1% 1]. 

Times are ſadly altered ſince thoſe halcyon days 
you ſpeak of (cried the Surgeon), witneſs the 
many practitioners we ſee walking about the ſtreets 
of ſeveral cities on the Continent, with mkhorns 
dangling at their breaſts, paying two viſits a day 


for ten-pence; and even in Great-Britain, where 


the profeſſion is on à more reſpectable footing, 2 
Phyſician of amiable character and great ſkill, de- 
clared he paſſed many years without holding out _ 
his hand to receive a fee. The Profeſſor” was ſo 
confounded by the mortifying contraſt placed in 
oppoſition to what he had ſpoken in triumph of 
heart, that he ſuffered his opponent to go on with- 


out interruption. . No man (continued che 
Surgeon) can ſpeak with more preciſion on this 
head than myſelf. I took uncommon pains in ac- 
quiring medical knowledge, —graduated at Edin- 
burgh, and commenced practice with high- raiſed 
expectations of reaping the reward of my labours, 
L had reaſon to think my {kill was held reputable, 
as I did not want for buſineſs, but tho? my fame en- 
creaſed, my coffers remained empty, and whilſt I 
was exerting my efforts to preſerve the health of 
others, ,my own was declining through want and 
diſappointment, I ſtruggled on, in hope that time 

| | F 5 would 
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would raiſe me to profit as well as reputation, 
but time brought no. other effe& than a miſerable 
devaſtation in my wardrobe. I found that the 
opinion of my judgment decreaſed in proportion 
as my appearance grew ſhabby ; and I determined 
to relinquiſh the precarious chance of rolling in a | 
carriage, and being rich at the end of my days, 
for the certainty of getting bread whilſt I ſhould 
be able to eat it.— 
intereſt with a worthy Nobleman, who procur- 


My misfortunes gave me an 


ed me the Surgeoncy I now have, and though 
precluded from rifing to eminence, yet I am in 
poſſeſſion of a comfortable ſubſiſtence. 


* 


1 


Cc H A P.. EI. 
Belmore's Recital concluded. 


AVING laid it down as a certainty that 

the moment I received my diploma, I 

ſhould have nothing to do but ſally forth with a 
large purſe to receive fees, the Surgeon's account 
of his adventures, and his remarks on the fate of 


_ phyſicians, threw my ſpeculations into a new train; 
but e'er I had long indulged my regrets for having 


made choice of a profeſſion ſo diſcouraging, I got 
a letter from my friend the agent, to inform me 
that my good maſter was become bankrupt, and 
that the ſum he intended to allow for my ſupport 
at College muſt be withheld in future. Thus de- 
prived of the means of continuing my ſtudies, I 


accepted the offer of an Engliſh. Baronet (who 


had come to Leyden in the courſe of his tour) to 
accompany him to Spa. Sir William Sharpley 


had affluence enough to make his patronage a de- 


ſirable object to a perſon circumſtanced as I was, 
ſo I bid adieu to the Univerſity, and reſigned my 
pretenſions to a niche in the temple of Eſcula- 
. Mo | 
The 
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The ſcene which unfolded itſelf on our arrival 
at Spa, was perfectly ſuitable to my taſte 
Gaiety was the great obje& of general 3 
and I entered into it with avidity—Sir William, 
for whom the place had not the charms of novelty, 
would have ſoon grown tired of our ſituation, had 


not the peculiarity of his humour enabled him to 
draw amuſement. from a ſource unthought of by 


He aſſerted that the chief pleaſure of the 
place aroſe from the variety of odd characters with 


which it abounded ; and his principal diverſion 
was, the gathering together at his entertainments, 


groups of the moſt whimſical kind he could ſelect 
from the eroud. One of theſe aſſemblages exhi- 
bited three travellers of a very extraordinary ſort; 


— The firſt was a gentleman of rank and fortune, 


who had come from England to drink the waters 


for his health: but hearing at the well, the mor- 


ning after his arrival; that the King of Pruſſia was 
to review his troops in about three weeks from 
that period, he ſent his ſervant to hire two bidets, 
pack up half à dozen ſhirts, and bid his landlady 


take care of the reſt of his things till he came back; 


and then ſet out on a journey of ſeven or eight 


hundred miles, through an exceſſively bad country, 


without knowing a ſingle word of the language, 
N : | for 


* 


c 60 } 
for the purpoſe of being preſent at a lpefacte, 


which he himſelf acknowledged, could not give 


him pleaſure. The ſecond traveller had juſt ar- 
rived from Peterſburgh ; he had made a tour and 
a half of Europè on foot, and was conſidered as a 
great curioſity by people of reflection, on account 
of the opportunities he muſt have had of feeing all 
claſſes of mankind, and the ſeveral gradations of 
ſentiments and manners—but alas! how were they 
difappointed. He had not brought a ſingle idea 
from any of the countries through which he had | 
paſſed, or obtained the ſmalleſt knowledge of their 
languages, —He to be ſure afforded ſome enter- 
tainment to ſpeculatiſts, in conjecturing how he 
made his way in the countries he had walked over, 
and what gratification an unobſerving ereature 
like him could find in ſuch expeditions,—The 
third was a Swiſs "gentleman, a captain in one 
of the regiments of his country in the ſervice of 
France, on getting his ſemeſtre, or leave of ab- 
ſence, he ſet off attended by a Swiſs grenadier 
and a great pomeranian dog, and taking a map 
of Europe, and a pair of compaſſes, he ſteered in 
a direct line to his native ſpot, ſcaling moun- 


tains, ſwimming rivers, and triumphing over every _ 
obſtacle that oppoſed his paſſage, by which ſhort 


cut 


„ 


cut he ſpent a greater number of weeks in per- 
forming the journey, than he would have done 
days, had he purſued the 1 rout. 


, Beſides this extraordinary tifnntritnte, Sir Wil- 
ham invited an Engliſh- Family, who having got 
£20000 in the Lottery, in addition to a large pro- 
perty acquired by induſtry and frugality, left off 
trade, took a houſe in Weſtminſter, and made an 
excurſion to Spa, in order to form an acquaint- 
ance with people of condition, and get an initia- 
tion in the beau monde. 


Mrs. Cinnamon entered, followed by her daugh- 
ter and huſband. She directly addreſſed Sir Wil- 
liam without ceremony.“ Lord, my dear crea- 
ture, (cried ſhe) where have you been? we have 
had the ſaddeſt work at the rooms ! as ſure as you 

are alive Lady Shuffle ſlipped the ten of diamonds 
out of the ſleeve of her gown, and producing a 
Vingt un, ſwept the table —I ſaw her as plain as 
I ſee you, and would have called out, only I 
intend to very be intimate with her next winter, 
and I could not think of expoſing a friend ſo pub- 
licly.“ 


« T admire 


25 
my 


beiti 1 
« I admire your moderation, madam (returned 
Sir William) Lwiſh her ladyſhip may be grateful 
for your diſcretion—it is not the cuſtom to keep 
up acquaintances formed at watering- places; but 
I hqpe ſhe will wave the quality privilege of for- 
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getfulneſs, and enroll you in her winter parties. 


| « There now, Mr. Cinnamon (ſaid ſhe, look- 1 
N ing contemptuouſly at her huſband) you remem- Y 
. ber what a fuſs you made when I was cenſured. for : 
. dropping my city acquaintance ;. and now, you 'Y 
ſee it is the faſhion, —If you were. not ſo fond gs ö 
of your money, you might eaſily- purchaſe a title, | | ] 
- which would give me as mary privileges as any i { 
PE Lady.” 55 1 
8 % Title! cried Mr. (Cinnamon) I think no- 1 
u thing about it ; though it is rather hard that a | 1 
ls Feller on the ſtrength of a worm · eaten patent, ſhall 28 
a go for to look down on a man who is worth more 1 
money than his whole generation why in this | t 
I here place now I could reckon you an hundred | 1 
2 e of qaatity with more: Flleiandu phanbb. 1 
b- than guineas in their pockets.”? 4 
1 « You | 
ure 
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M You are the moſt obſtinate man in the world 
(faid Mis. Cinnamon) and will never open your 
eyes to the good of your family—but, dear Sir 
William, you cannot 'imagine how that abomina- 


ble fellow, who is always ſoliciting ſubſcriptions 
_ for the poor, Parſon Oddly they call him; you 


cannot imagine how he turned me into ridicule 


this morning about having lived in the City.“ 


“ Oddly ridicule you, madam! (faid Sir Wil- 


, kam,) cc L juſt happene ae eden (ett 


naed Mrs. Cinnamon) that I had a notion of giv- 


ing a Fete Champetre at the Rooms, when turn- 


ing ſuddenly from Lord Brag, with whom I was 
diſcourſing, I ſaw Oddly in his dirty grey frock, 


with a broad ſmile on his ugly face, Mr. Oddly 
fays I (for I was not a little nettled) Mr. Oddly 
ſays I, that 5 Socratic grin but ill becomes you.“ 
% Madam, ſays he (flouriſhing his ſnuffy fiſt) 
Madam, ſays he, in my humble opinion that phraſe 
ſmells too much of the lamp. —The whole com- 
pany tittered; indeed I believe they had all heard 
of your economy in lighting your warehouſe with 
train oil inſtead of candles, Mr.-Cinnamon,” 


8 We preſume che lady 8 SARDONIC, 


As 


appointment. 


1 1 

As ſoon as this curious collection of company 
broke up, Sir William told me. a thought for my 
advantage had occurred to him; the aukward 


daughter of the cits (ſaid he) is heireſs to all the 


Father's poſſeſſions, you ſhall commence lover to 


her, and if you can win her, your fortune is made. 


This hopeful Tcheme was put into execution. I 
ogled, ſwore, ſighed, ſerenaded, and finally ob- 
tained the young ladies good graces. She told 
her Parents that ſhe could never think of marry- 
ing any other man. The Father ſwore that no 
man ſhould have his Daugliter, who could not ſtake 
penny for penny; and the Mother vowed ſhe would 


diſdain the alliance of a paltry perſon who had but 
four quarters in his arms, when ſhe might be mo- 


ther-in-law to a Getman Baron who had thirty- 


two. I was forbid the houſe, and Miſs Biddy 


was confined to her apartment. Sir William ſaid 


I had miſmanaged matters egregiouſſy, or a 


ſcheme laid by him could not poſſibly be defeat- 
ed; his coolneſs was the conſequence of this diſ- 
He ſoon after left Spa, without 
inviting me to accompany him, and IT became 
experimentally convinced that there is little de- 
pendance to be placed in the 8 of a hu- 
mouriſt. | l 


Thus 


— 


n — 
Thus deſerted, it became neceſſary I ſhould 
take ſome ſteps for obtaining a ſubſiſtence. My 
friend the Agent was dead, and I had no perſon 
to countenance me in England, ſo I reſolved to 
ſeek employment at Amſterdam. I went thither, 
I could not procure an eſtabliſhment, and my mo- 
ney dwindled away in the fruitleſs ſearch of one. 
At length it occurred to me that I might perhaps 
be more ſucceſsful in the Indies. A Merchant to 
whom I related my diſtreſſes had the goodneſs to 
obtain me a paſſage out, and if Fortune is not 
my unrelenting enemy, I ſhall ſoon return to Eng- i 
land with health, ſpirits, and a lack of rupees, 


— 


A #v 


CHAP. 


84 


Arrival at Batavia. — The Author commences a Mi- 
litary Life.—Belmore enters into the mercuntile 
Line, and ſhews at once his Sincerity in Friend. 
Ship, and his Knowledge in Medicine. TT 


'LTHOUGH from my firſt interview 
with Belmore, I was prejudiced in his 
favour, his narrative gave him a ſtill greater inte- 
reſt in my friendſhip and good opinion, and I re- 
garded as a practical philoſopher, the man who 
could look on misfortunes and diſappointment with 
good humour, and enjoy life in ſpite of the malice 
of fortune. 15 


„ 


— 


= 


No material incident happened in the courſe 
We arrived at the Cape of Good = 
Hope, and from thence proceeded to the iſfand of 


our voyage. 


Java.—Belmore and I were greatly ſtruck with 
the firſt view of the City of Batavia, which is 
elegantly built and well fortified ; its ſuburbs are 
very extenſive, and its fine canals, magnificent 
edifices, and pleaſant environs, render it an agree» 


able 
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able ſeat of reſidence: a conſiderable garriſon is 


always kept in the city, and a great number of 
troops diſperſed in different quarters through the 
iſland. N DIET 


- In a few days after our arrival I waited on the 
Governor, who received me with politeneſs, He 
was far advanced in years, and in a very bad ſtate 
of health. He addreſſed me in the | French lan- 
guage, defired I would ſtay dinner, and ſaid he 
would certainly attend to Mr. Van Berkenhoff's 
recommendation. LI alſo delivered the other let- 
ters of introduction that gentleman had given me, 
and received much reſpe& and civility in conſe - 


quence. 8 | 


1 
ö 
13 
k. 


The Governor was punQual to the promiſe he 


— 


made, and immediately appointed me to an En- 


II — 


ſigney which happened to be vacant. Belmore 
alſo procured an eſtabliſiment with one of the gen- 
tlemen to whom Mr. Van Berkenhoff had recom- 
mended me, and neither of us had any cauſe to be 


r 


- 
4 1 Fe. —ʒ wy my — 2 — „ er — 
— 222. — — 


diſſatisſied with the event of our voyage. 


— 3 
—B — 2 — — — 


But amidſt theſe advantages my ſpirits felt no 


— oe 
A — w— 


— 
- 


elevation, and I was convinced, that though the 
diſ- 


1 8288 
— : 


the 
diſ- 
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diſappointments men meet in their purſuits of for- | 


tune or their ambitious views, may be forgotten; 
thoſe which the affections ſuſtain, ſink deeper, and 


make an indelible impreſſion on the heart. 


The employer of Belmore was named Vander- 


ſtahl. He was a Merchant of great reſpectability 


and opulence, perfectly well informed, and had 
not the leaſt degree of that repelling reſerve, which 


Belmore and I found ſo diſagreeable in our ſhip- 


mates Indeed it is a juſt obſervation that we 
ſhould never look for the ſtrong traits of national 
character among the poliſhed part of the inhabi- 
tants of any country; it is in the inferior claſſes, 
whoſe prejudices have not been diſpelled by edu · 
cation, or their peculiarities worn away by polite 


intercourſe, they are diſcernable. Belmore found 


himſelf very happily ſettled in Mr. Vanderſtakl's 
family. The firſt buſineſs aſſigned to him, was 

ſetting in order the accounts of a Mr. Villaret, a 
French Gentleman, who had carried on trade in 
the iſland a long ſeries of years; and on his death 
bequeathed a vaſt fortune to a relation of his own 
name, who reſided in France; at the ſame time 
appointing Mr. Vanderſtahl Executor to his will. 
— Mr. Vanderſtahl immediately ſent notice of Mr. 
; | Villaret's 


| Batavia. 


. 


. 


1 
Villaret's death, and a copy of the will to the heir; 
of whoſe arrival, to take poſſeſſion of the fortune, 


he was now in daily expectation. 


At the time Mr. Vander ſtahl's notice reached 
him, he was in England, from whence he wrote 
that he would come directly, as there was a Pac- 


quet ready to ſail for the Cape of Good Hope, 


\ 


from which place he could readily get a paſſage to 


hy, 


Whilſt Belmore was thus engaged, I was em- 


ployed in regimental duty, and viſiting the Go- 
vernor, with whom IT became a favourite: he was 


fond of hearing anecdotes of European affairs, 


and gave me a general invitation to his table, 


where we converſed on theſe ſubjects. His no- 


tice gave me a conſequence I otherwiſe ſhould 
not have had, and the circle of my acquaintance, 
was every day encreaſing and growing more agree- 


able. 


I had hitherto eſcaped the ill effects, which a 
change from a moderate climate to one of violent 


/- heat, uſually produces; but I was now ſeized 


with a fever, which, though of ſhort duration, 
| was 


_— 


was of a very dangerous nature. Belmore ſet- 


ting aſide every matter relative to his own af- 
fairs, was at once my phyſician and my attend- 
ant : and I found, that, though he had ſpoken ſo 
ludicrouſly on the ſubje& of his medical ſtudies, 
his ſkill as well as his care, was highly inſtrumental 


to the preſervation of my life, 
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in which the Author is involved in an Adventure of 


a diſagreeable Nature. 


URING the time of my illneſs Mr. Villa- 

ret arrived. Belmore, who was extremely 
pleaſed with him, ſpoke ſo favourably of his wit, 
vivacity and elegance of manners, that he excited 
my curiolity to ſee him, and as ſoon as I was well 
enough to go abroad, I accepted an invitation to 


dine at Mr. Vanderſtahl's houſe, where Mr, Vil- | 


laret reſided. 
| IF; 

I went to fulfil this engagement ſomewhat be- 
fore the uſual time for the company's aſſembling 
to dinner, as I wiſhed to fee and converſe with the 
agreeable ſtranger, of whom I had received ſuch 


' advantageous accounts, but I was diſappointed. — 
Mr. Vanderſtahl told me, Mr. Villaret was ſo much 
liked, and his company ſo coveted, that he could 
ſcarcely find leifure to attend even to the ſettle- 
ment of their buſineſs: We ſhall have him at 


9 
dinner 


/ 


6 
dinner however (ſaid he) and -I think yon wil 


find him an agreeable companion,” 


The entrance of ſome others of Mr. Vander- 
ſtahl's gueſts, gave no turn to the converſation z 
every body ſpoke of the politeneſs and companion= 


able talents of Mr. Villaret, and all joined in la- 


menting his determination of returning to Europe, 
inſtead of ſettling at Batavia, | 


« Tt is an unlucky circumſtance ( ſaid Mr. Van- 
derſtahl, addreſſing ſome ladies who were of the 


party) that his heart had fallen a victim to a pair 


of bright eyes in Europe before his coming hither, 
elſe perhaps we might have found the means of 
keeping him here in ſpight of his reſolutions to 
the contrary,” —— 


“ You ſpeak (ſaid a Krelp young lady) as if 
che inconſtancy of lovers was an. abſolute impoſ- 


ſibility, whereas nothing is more common :—1 


have no doubt if the Ladies here thought it fit, 


to ſpread their nets for this Oroondates, but they 


might entangle him, eee his European 
attachment.“ 
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I make no doubt of the charms of our La- 
dies (returned Mr. Vanderſtahl) but there will not 
be a ſufficient time for proving their prevalence, 
Mr. Villaret and I are this evening to conclude all 
our buſineſs, and he has hired a ſmall veſſel in 
which he intends to embark to-morrow morning 


for the Cape, on his return to France.“ 


Juſt as Mr. Vanderſtahl pronounced theſe words, 
Mr. Villaret entered the room, the company, who 
were in ſeparate parties, turned to receive him; 
but—what language can do juſtice to the aſtoniſh- 
ment which overpowered me, on beholding the 


a Abbe. 4 * 


Gracious heaven ! exclaimed I.)—Struck with 
the expreſſion, the intrepid adventurer caſt his 


eyes on me, and inſtantly recognized a viſage 
more formidable to him than any other he could 


have poſhbly encountered. He ſtarted, changed 
colour, and for a moment diſcovered a degree of 
embarraſſment ; but quickly recovering from it, 


he flew to me with open arms :—* My dear friend 


(cried he, addreſſing me in the French language) 
what a delightful rencounter is this ?—who could 
have thought of ſeeing you here ?—Have a care 

(con- 


LE 1 

(continued he, in a low voice, and ſpeaking Eng- 
liſh) do nothing raſhly.— Strange as it muſt ſeem 
to you, you now ſee me in my real character; 
the eſtabliſhment of your fortune depends on your 
concealing your: having known me in the diſguiſe 
of an Abbe, be ſecret as to paſt tranſactions, and 
I will make you ample amends. 


My amazement at his effrontery, and the pertur- 
bation raiſed in my mind by the variety of diſtreſſing 
recollections his preſence revived, deprived me of the 
power of interrupting him: He, miſinterpreting 
the motive of my: filence, reſumed his wonted eale, 
He then 
again addreſſed me on the pretext of giving me 
ſome intelligence relative to my friends in Europe. 
“ Charle (ſaid he) although no acctifation you 
could make againſt me would find credit here, or 
operate to my diſadvantage, yet I think myſelf 
highly indebted to your diſcretion :=You have 


ſpared me much mortification, and you ſhall find 
me grateful,” 


and paid his compliments to the circle. 


Such was the plauſibility and addreſs of this 
arch impoſtor, and ſuch my experience of the 
wonderful ingenuity of artifice, and depth of dif- 
G 2 ſimulation 
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ſimulation of which he was capable, that though I 
was convinced he had aſſumed the character he 
now repreſented, I was ſenſible it would be a very 


difficult matter to convict him of impoſture: He 
had firmly eſtabliſhed the belief of his being the 


real Mr. Villaret, and T had nothing to offer againſt 


it but my aſſertion unſupported by any proofs 
whatſoever. The agitation produced in my mind 
by theſe reflections, and by the ſight of the fatal 
deſtroyer of all my hopes, was more than the weak 
Rate of my health could bear. I felt myſelf ill 
the whole company obſerved it :>-Mr. Vander- 
ſtahl begFed I would retire to an apartment that 
faced his gardens, where I might have more air; 
and Belmore, alarmed at my indiſpoſition, inſiſted 
I ſhould follow his advice. 


The moment that Belmore led me to the room 
Mr. Vanderſtahl mentioned, I unraveled the 
cauſe of my being thus affected. He was thun- 
derſtruck at a piece of intelligence ſo unexpected, 
and concurred with me in thinking it would not 


be an eaſy matter to eſtabliſh my aſſeverations, 
but I reſolved, let the effe& be what it may, that 
I would unfold the affair to Mr. Vanderſtahl di- 


realy. It was impoſſible to obtain an interview 
with 


125 ] 


with that gentleman till he had performed the ho- 


nours of his table. Belmore adviſed me to remain 
where I was until dinner was over, and that he 
would return to the company and apologize for 
my being, through illneſs, obliged to go home; 
which would lull the Abbe into a falſe ſecurity, 
by which means Belmore might find an opportu- 
nity of ſending Mr. Vanderſtahl to me before he 
perfected the ſettlement and gave bills payable in 
Europe, to the amount of the late Mr. Villaret's 
effects, which was the mode agreed upon by him 
and the Abbs. - 


* 


Every thing happened according to our inten- 


tion: The Abbe expreſſed much concern for my 
illneſs, and ſpoke of me in terms of the higheſt 
eſteem, He made enquiries, relative to the rank 
I held and the friends I had in the Iſland, and be- 


ing informed of theſe particulars, reſumed his 
chearfulneſs, and was, as uſtal, the moſt engag- 


ing companion in the world. 


Belmore confMved to ſend Mr. Vanderſtahl to 
me ſoon after dinner. The merchant was much 
ſurpriſed with the air of ſecrecy with which this 
interview was conducted, and aſked me haſtily 
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what was the meaning of it? I gave him to un- 
derſtand in a few words, the real name and charac- 
ter of the pretended Mr. Villaret, and cautioned 
him againſt the intended impoſition; but to my 
utter mortification, I perceived that my narrative, 


though it excited his wonder, failed of conveying 


the intended conviction. to his mind. He pauſed 
a conſiderable time, and then exclaimed, ©** Mr. 
Villaret an impoſtor !—impoſſible :: What proofs 
have you to offer in ſupport of this accuſation ?” 
I replied, I had none I could immediately adduce, 
but that by making the proper enquiries the vera- 
city of my declarations would be aſcertained, 
„What enquiries ſhould J make? (returned Mr. 
Vanderſtahl) The perfon thus accuſed, on his ar- 
rival here preſented me with letters from my cor- 
reſpondents in London and Paris certifying his 
identity, he alſo produced the copy of the will, 
and the letters I had written to him on the buſi- 
neſs; beſides theſe, he has a certificate of his birth 
and deſcent, executed in the due forms, and what 
is a corroborating circumſtance he ſhewed me a 
remarkable ring worn by my {eaſed friend, 
which I remember I heard him ſay he preſented to 
his ſiſter, the laſt voyage he made to France.“ 
However he may have come by all theſe (inter- 

| rupted 
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rupted I) there is not the leaſt doubt of his being 
an impoſtor, and if you put him into the poſſeſſion 
of your late friend's fortune, you will repent your 
precipitation and credulity.—“ Hold (ſaid Mr. 
Vanderſtahl) J do not doubt the fairneſs of your 
intentions; but truſt me you have miſconceived 
this matter. The teſtimonies of his being the real 
Mr. Villaret do not admit of diſpute, and you 
ſhould be cautious how you aſperſe his character, 
as it muſt excite his reſeutment.— Had any perſon, 
of whom 1 had not the good opinion I have of 
you, been the author of ſuch an idle tale, I would 
not have given ear to it patiently, but as you have. 
adopted this error thro? miſapprehenſion, or miſin- 
formation, I ſhall take no further notice of it.” 
At theſe words he was about to leave me, but 1 
ſtopped him.—It is certain (ſaid 1 that I am a 


ſtranger here, conſequently I cannot blame you 


for heſitating to give eredit to my aſſertions, when 
ſuch ſeeming proofs appear to invalidate them ; but 
juſt conſider for one moment, that often as I had 
heard the name of Villaret mentioned, I never re- 
cognized it; indeed it was impoſſible I ſhould, for 


I never had known any perſon ſo called. You ſaw 
the conſternation of the impoſtor at meeting me. 


% Nay (interrupted Mr. Vanderſtahl) if confuſion 
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de a fign of guilt, you manifeſted more than he 
did ; pardon me, Mr. Charles, for I cannot but 
ſay your conduct appears in an unfavourable light, 
in thus perſiſting to ſpeak diſadvantageouſly of a 
man who appears to have a great friendſhip for you. 
Such a proceeding is very contrary to the idea I 
had formed of your diſpoſition.“ - Provoked be- 
yond all ſufferance at this ſpeech, I inſiſted on be- 
ing directly confronted with the Abbé. I am no 
infidious ſlanderer (ſaid I) no concealed aſſaſſin of 
reputation; — lead me to the villain, and then try 
if you ean diſtinguiſh who is the man of honour, 


and who the ſharper. 


Alarmed at my earneſineſs, Mr. Vanderſtahl en- 
treated me to take time for conſideration, ©& 1 
cannot conſent (ſaid he) to authorize any proceed- 


ings affrontive to Mr. Villaret in this houſe, He 


is under my protection, and my immediate gueſt ; 


| beſides the taking any precipitate ſtep in this mat- 


ter would break in on the feſtivity of the compa» 
ny, who are now. aſſembled by my invitation. I 


will hold my judgment ſuſpended, and come to no 


[ ſettlement with him till the affair is cleared up. I 
will take occaſion to inform him ſome time this 


evening 
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evening of the allegations you have ſtated, and 
to-morrow, as early as you pleaſe, you ſhall 


have the meeting you wiſh with him, in my 


preſence. 
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C H A P. LXXXIV, 


4 Viſit.—A Rencounter.— A Cataftrophe.—And 
an Ecclairciſſement. - 


= 


QUITTED Mr. Vanderſtahl's houſe, very 
much diſſatisfied, with his conduct; and re- 
flecting that I ſhould ſtand in need of the moſt ©. 
powerful protection, to ſupport me againſt a ma- 
licious and artful enemy, whoſe reſentment would 
be excited to the utmoſt by the accuſation I had 


made to his prejudice : I went directly to the Go- 


vernor to acquaint him of the affair ; but on my 
arrival at the citadel, where his palace was ſituated, 
I was informed he lay ſo dangerouſly ill, that his 
recovery was deſpaired of.— This was a very un- 
lucky circumſtance for me, particularly at the pre- 


ſent criſis of my affairs, and I returned to my 
lodgings in a very melancholy mood. I had only 
juſt got wichin the doors, when I beheld the Abbé 
enter my apartment. Incenſed by his intruſion, I 
haughtily enquired the cauſe of it. Hear me 
with patience I conjure you (ſaid he) and you will 

| have 


_ FE , , ], ( 
Py 


1 - 7 
have 30 reaſon to repent it.—I have been your 
enemy, but you forced me to be ſo by your own 
imprudence, in endeavouring to injure me in the 
opinion of Filmer, whom my neceſlities cauſed 
me to ſingle out as a dupe qualified to ſupply them. 
Whenever there are jarring intereſts they muſt in- 
evitably create enmities ; this was the real motive 


of the injuries I did you; and now that it has 
ceaſed, you ſhall find me an uſeful friend, An 


education in which the cultivation of manners was: 


more attended to, than the inſtilling good princi= 


ples—a great love of pleafure, and the want of 


means to obtain it, turned me looſe a ſharper on 
ſociety ; reſpect to my family, which was of diſtinc- 
tion, induced me to aſſume the feigned name and: 
character under which you firſt knew me. Had 
the Kinſman, who at his death left me ſuch immenſe. 
wealth, allowed me a ſmall portion of it during his 
life-time, L might have avoided tranſactions I ſhall: 
ever regret ; the injuries 1 did you are thoſe that 
make the moſt: painful impreſſion on my mind; 


but this evening will put me into poſſeſſion of 


means to atone for them, and I will do it amply.” 
No! murderer of my happineſs (cried-I)—No.. 
I have ſnatched the meditated prize from you, in 
the moment you were on the point of graſping- 


it. 


9 
{1 
— 7 
1 
7 
i 


EIT ©; 5. 4 


ATES . 2A 


—_ nn 1. 
rr 1 


9 
o 
* 
-Y 
1 
9 
; 
+4 
4 
4 1 
1 ? 
0 
'% 
by 
3 
: 4 
44S r 


L128 3 
it, —Ha ! you ſtart—now miſcreant own the jub 
tice of heaven, which in this ſcene ſo far diſtant 


from that where you ſought to cruſh me by your 


infernal arts, has raiſed me up to blaſt you in the 
moment of expected triumph.— 


1 You have then betrayed me! ( cried he, ſtart- 


ing up and drawing his ſword) aware of this 
treachery, I inſtantly unſheathed mine, and put 
myſelf in a poſture of defence. He attacked me 
with ſuch fury that it was with the utmoſt diffi- 
culty I warded off his paſſes ; and had not Belmore 
entered, juſt at the inſlant, it is probable I ſhould 
have fallen a victim to his reſentment. © Hold, 
Mr. Belmore (cried he, as my friend ruſhed for- 
ward to ſeparate us) attempt not to ſave a villain 
from the juſt wrath of a man of honour, whom 
he has infamouſly traduced,” Infamous har 
(cried I) have you the effrontery to dare ſtill to 
ſupport your baſe ſchemes ?—* Altho? (returned 
he, with vehemence) my arm is prevented from 
chaſtifing you, the laws will afford redreſs for the 


injuries my character has ſuſtained, Where (cried 


he, turning to Belmore) is Mr. Vanderſtahl? I 
will apply to him to direct me how to obtain ſatiſ- 
faction for the outrages of this ſlanderer.” „He 

. 5 
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is at preſent engaged (returned Belmore) and de- 
ſired me to ſeek you, and apologize for his not 
being able to ſettle with you till to-morrow. A. 
ſhip from the Cape is juſt come into the Jucata: 
he expects ſome friends of his are arrived in it, and 
defers all buſineſs in order to receive them.“ 
« A ſhip! (cried the Abbe, turning pale) is it in 
the harbour? “ Juſt entering (replied Bel- 
more.)“ „Well, well, (cried the Abbe, pauſing, 
and faultering) I will however go to Mr. Vander- 
ſtahl and take his advice on my proceedings, I 
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ſnall have time to conſult him previous to the land- 
ing of his friends. I cannot be eaſy till I have 
cleared my honour from the vile imputations caſt 
upon it. Farewell.” . 
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At theſe words he haſtily departed, leaving Bel- 
more and me to comment on the powerful effect 
the mention of a ſhip from the Cape had produced, 
and we agreed in opinion, that ſome material diſ- 
coveries would ariſe from the incident. Belmore 
ſaid, he would go directly and inform Mr. Vander- 
ſtahl of every circumſtance that had occurred ; and 
keep a ſtrict eye upon the actions of the Abb: ; 
but that accompliſhed ſchemer had taken care to 
put that ſcrutiny out of his power, by removing 

bimſelf 
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himſelf from the iſland. The veſſel he had hired 
to take him to the Cape, had, by his directions, 

been cleared out of the harbour, in order to ſail the 
next morning. The moment he quitted us, in- 
ſtead of going to Mr. Vanderſtahl, as he ſaid he 


would, he ran to the water -ſide, took a boat, was 


carried a to his ſhip, ind gave orders to 5 
wg anchor. 


Thus, while we were concerting meaſures, was 
the ready-witted impoſtor ſailing with a fair wind 
beyond the reach of puniſhment ; no impediments 
aroſe to prevent his eſcape. His baggage was alrea- 
dy on board; and the Mariners, who had orders 
from Mr. Vanderſtahl (who previouſly agreed with | 
the maſter of the ſhip, and advanced the ſum he I 


demanded) were all ready to obey his inſtructions. I 
Rn, | ! 

The flight of the, Abbe was a full confirmation . 
of the truth of what 1 had alledged againſt him, 1 
but the following day furniſhed inconteſtible proofs, \ 
for in the ſhip from the Cape, came the fervant of t 
the real Mr. Villaret, in purſuit of the Abbe. It ap- f 
peared that our adventurer had come from England fl 
to the Cape in the ſame ſhip with that gentleman. Cc 


Being countrymen they formed an acquaintance in 
the 


way, without any ſupport, and totally unknown 


E 1 
the courſe of the voyage, and Mr. Villaret diſcourſed 
freely of his affairs, often urging his new friend to 
change his purpoſe of going to the Engliſh ſettle- 
ments, and come with him to Batavia; but this 
the Abbe declined, declaring he would try his for- 
tune in the Carnatic. —Immediately on Mr. Villa- 
ret's landing at the Cape, he was feized with a 
fever, which proved fatal the ſecond day : During 
his illneſs he had not one lucid interval, ſo that his 
ſervant being poſſeſſed of all his papers and effects, 
without having any directions relative to their dif. 
poſal; in this exigence he intended to apply to the 
Civil Power to direct him what meaſures to purſue, 
but he was ſuddenly taken with a diſorder, ſimilar 
to that of his maſter, and the Abbe under pre- 
tence of taking care of him, gained an opportu- 
nity of getting poſſeſſion of all the things which 
had belonged to Mr. Villaret.— With theſe he em- 
barked in a veſſel which ſailed the ſame day for 
Batavia, leaving the poor ſervant in a deplorable 
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to every body, the ſhip, which brought them 
from England having proceeded to its original de- 
ſtination, without delay, it being a pacquet which 
carried diſpatches of conſequence. The honeſt 


creature's 
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ereature's recovery was ſlow, and his conſternation 
on diſcovering the loſs he had ſuſtained during 
his illneſs, brought on a relapſe of the diſtemper. 
A Phyſician, who through charity called to ſee 
him, happened to underſtand French, and heard 
his ſtory with amazement. This gentleman went 
with him to the chief perſons in the ſettlement, 
and on his ſtating the particulars of the affair he was 
furniſhed with money, and ſent to Batavia in the 
firſt ſhip bound for that place; but the unavoidable 
delays he met with in the purſuit would have ren- 
dered it ineffectual, and the ſharper would have 
reaped all the advantages he hoped for, had not 
Providence ſent me to fruſtrate his deſigns. 
- Immediately on this ecclairciſſement Mr. Van- 
derſtahl came to entreat my pardon for the little 
attention he gave to my aſſertions :—Indeed his 
credulity was ſufficiently puniſhed, for he had ad- 
vanced a conſiderable ſum to the Abbe. Mr. Van- 
derſtahl directly diſpatched intelligence to the 
Cape, with orders to have him ſecured, but he had 
too much diſcernment not to foreſee the ſteps that 
would be taken againſt him, and too much addreſs 
to be at a loſs for expedients to evade them ; ac- 

- cordingly 
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cordingly meeting an Engliſh veſſel bound to Ben- 
gal, very near the Cape, he quitted his own, and 


failed in it to explore a new theatre for his exploits, 


and eſſay his arts where they were likely to be more 
ſucceſsful. 
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CH A P. LXXXV. 


The Author's Loſs of a powerful Friend attended 
with diſagreeable Conſequences. — He receives ſome 
good Advice without profiting by it. 


HE ſame day that the Abbe eſcaped from 

the Iſland, the good Governor departed this 

life, and he was ſcarcely laid in the grave when I 
found reaſon to regret the loſs of his friendſhip and 
protection. I had flattered myſelf I ſhould be no 
more a ſufferer by undeſerved enmity, but in this 
hope I was deceived. The Colonel of the Regi- 
ment to which I belonged, it ſeems, had aſked the 
Commiſſion which was vacant at the time of my 
arrival, for a relation of his own, but the Gover- 
nor, in .compliance with- the recommendation of 
Mr. Van Berkenhoff, beſtowed it upon me. Had 
the Governor lived, I dare ſay, the Colonel would 
have continued to ſuppreſs the reſentment occaſi- 
oned by this preference, but having now gained 
an opportunity of indulging its dictates, he treat- 
ed me with the moſt ſupercilious contempt, and 
continued 


C 4 | 1 
continued to make the courſe of my duty extremes 
ly troubleſome. | + | 


I felt all the hardſhips and indignities he heaped 
upon me. I however, obeyed the orders he gave in 
the line of my profeſſion with alacrity : but check- 
ed his inſolence of demeanour, and retorted his 
innuendos and flights with a ſpirit, which though 
it was impolitic to gratify, I could not ſuppreſs. 


I was fortunate enough to be generally liked in 


the regiment, and all my brother officers condemn- 


ed the ColonePs conduct; one old Captain in par- 
ticular ſeemed intereſted in my welfare, and often 
adviſed me upon the ſubje&t of my behaviour to 
the Colonel.“ You are a brave and well ſpi- 
rited young fellow (ſaid he) but in evincing this 
you will mar your fortune, What can a poor man 
get by ſetting himſelf in oppoſition to the rich 
and powerful? I am fenſible the Colonel has given 
you many provocations to excite reſentment, but 
you ſhould deprecate rather than irritate his ill will. 
If you brave his vengeance and remain under his 
command, you muſt expect to meet continual mor- 
tifications in conſequence: if you inſult him you 
will ſuffer a diſgraceful confinement, and then be 


brought 
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brought before a Court-Martial, where you muſt 
inevitably be eenſured, as you cannot prove any 
actual affront or injury done by him to you; and 
ſhould you be raſh enough to challenge him to 
fight, you would forfeit your commiſſion, and per- 
haps render yourſelf liable to perſonal puniſh- 


ment.“ 


I thanked the good - natured veteran for his 
friendly advice, but notwithſtanding his remon- 
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ſtrances, and my own reſolutions of acting prudent- 
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ly, I was thrown off my guard, and got into the 
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predicament againſt which he had eautioned me. 


One day after dinner at the regimental meſs, the | 
Colonel, who had drank very freely, took occaſion 


PD 
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to expatiate on the character of the late Governor, 
and r:diculed and condemned his conduct in the 
moſt groſs and illiberal manner. Hurt at hearing 
the memory ot my benefactor thus traduced, I 


. 
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vindicated it ſtrenuouſly, and though J was careful 
to ſpeak with politeneſs, and avoided all reflections 
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on the Colonel, my oppoſition incenſed bim beyond 
all bounds, and very high words enſued : The 
company however interfering prevented all acts of 
violence, and we were for that time ſeparated. 


When 
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When the Colonel had ſlept off the effects of his 
fit of intemperance, I ſuppoſe he repented the hav- 


ing carried matters to ſuch an indecent extremity 
as to villify the memory of a perſon ſo juſtly rever- 
ed as the late Governor, had been ; for inſtead of 
ſeeking ſabisfaction for the oppoſition I had given 
him, he ſent to acquaint me that though my con- 
tumelious behaviour deſerved exemplary puniſh- 
ment, his compaſſion for my narrow circumſtances, 
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and friendleſs tate, induced him to wink at my con- 
duct this once, and to warn me againſt any future 
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tranſgreſſions, which even his lenity would not 
move him to pardon, 


I difmiſſed the bearer of this inſulting meſſage 
without any anſwer whatſoever. I had come to a 
determination to rid myſelf of this troubleſome au- 
thority, indeed it was a yoke too galling for a man 
not totally void of ſpirit to bear; and could I even 
have been ſo mean as to ſubmit to continual in- 
ſults, the hardſhips he contrived to impoſe upon 
me were too ſevere for my conſtitution ;' I threw 


——— 


up my commiſſion, and being thus liberated from 
my enemy's command, I ſent him a meſſage re- 
quiring him to aſk pardon. for his paſt ungentle- 
manly behaviour, or elſe meet me in the field and 


ſatisfy 
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ſatisfy me for it. But he, having now gained the 


point to which his views extended, and driven me 
from the regiment, refuſed to meet me, and declar- 
ed publicly that he never meant to give me offence, 
and had only acted in conformity to what he 
thought his duty and the good of the ſervice. 


With this apology I was compelled to be appa- 
rently ſatisfied, it being pronounced ſufficient by a 
court of honour : The Colonel's kinſman was im- 
mediately appointed to the commiſſion I had re- 
ſigned. But (as I was afterwards informed) the 
ungenerous Colonel found cauſe to repent of his 


| ſucceſs in this matter, for the officers in the regi- 


ment deſpiſed him ſo much for his conduct through- 
out the whole tranſaction, that they united in tak- 
ing every opportunity of manifeſting their diſlike, 
till at length he felt himſelf ſo diſagreeably cir- 
cumſtanced, that he was neceſſitated to ſell his com- 


miſſion, and quit the army. 
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c H A P. IXXXVL 


Containing a long Letter from the Baron. 
: Pa 20 +4 þ v% 0 A 


ESIDES the inconvenience likely to reſult 


to my circumſtances from the reſigning my 


chance of rifing in the military line, another ill 


conſequence aroſe from the ſtep my reſentment had 
incited me to take, for the langour of my ſpirits 
returned the moment I became unemployed. Bel- 


more, who watched over my welfare aſhduouſly, | 


perceiving this, conſulted with Mr. Vanderſtahl, 
and they both agreed in endeavouring to perſuade 
me to embark in a mercantile courſe of buſineſs. 


Mr, Vanderſtahl had the generoſity to offer to 
advance me a conſiderable ſum to enable me to 
enter advantageouſly into trade, but I declined his 
kindneſs, as I could not reſolve to ſtay any longer 
in Batavia. 


"4 


Thoſe who have experienced what it is to be 


unhappy, can readily account for the reſtleſſneſs 


which 
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wich inftigates him t heart i is not at eaſe, to 


defire a change of ſituation without having any 


a feveriſh wretch, exhauſt himſelf in vain ſtruggles, 
to ſhift away from that uneaſineſs which can only 
be removed by the ceſſation of his malady. 


; but; whilſt my mind was thus 0 in ſuch a 


degree as prevented me from taking any deciſive 
reſolution, a pacquet from Baron Weſher turned 
my thoughts into a quite different train from that 


to which they had been ſo long habituated. Its 
contents were to the following purpoſe : 


. | Bath, October 19. 


6 pm not che promiſe I made to my much- 
eſleemed young friend, ſtrongly influence my mind, 
I ſhould not in the preſent ſtate of my ſpirits think 
of writing to any perſon whatſoever. Oh Chatle!! 
I am more miſerable than my worſt apprehenſions 
taught me to forbode; but let me, if the anguiſh 


of my ſoul will permit, be methodical. —-On my. 


arrival in England, I ſought the abode of the com- 


panion of my wife's flight, Matilda !—but gracious 


heaven! what a tale did ſhe unfold ? I muſt lay 


down 


particular object or advantage in view: and, like 


0 5.807 8 


. 


down tay: pen-—The feelings of my bean wil oer 


uen e dn be asuma {cy 8h 


\ * 
— * * 1 


. . « 1 — Rruggled/ x to * a more compoſed 
frame of mind, and will now. proceed. When I 


preſented myſelf before Matilda, the ſhrieked, and 
fainted on recovering her, recollection, ſhe cried, 
Great Heaven are you given up from the grave, 


after having ſent my dear lady thither through grief 


for your loſs?—I will not attempt to recite her 
expreſſions, or my own feelings, but give you a 
ſummary detail of my musfortunes—Oh, heaven! 


vouchſafe me reſignation and foctüude; to . 
them. 


"= My Sophia, according to the purpoſe expreſ- 
ſed in the letter I mentioned to you, fled from 
Moſcow, with no other attendant than Matilda; 
they aſſumed the habits of Pilgrims to diſguiſe 
themſelves more effectually; after many hardſhips 
they arrived at the place where I had been quar- 
tered, but to their amazement and grief, found I 


had quitted it, and that they were totally deſtitute 
of protection. . 


8 Sophia could not learn wi th any degree of | 


certainty where I was gone, but the account of 


Vor. III. | H 


my 


| L 46 ] 
my having fallen in- an action with the Pruſſians 
(which was erroneouſly publiſhed) too dreadfully 
ſolved her doubts: When ſhe peruſed the ſhock. 


ing intelligence, a death-like paleneſs overſpread 


her viſage,—Ha ! (cried ſhe) it is all over ;—I 
have no farther buſineſs with life. But what do I 
fay, tny duty extends beyond myſelf, —I muſt, if 
poſſible, preſerve and make happy the deſcendant 


of him who was dearer to me than exiſtence, In 


purſuance of this reſolution, my Sophia ſtruggled 
- withithe ſorrows of a broken heart + ſhe wrote to 

the Baron an affecting detail of her tranſgreſſion 
againſt filial duty, and recommended to his care 
the unoffending offspring of his unhappy child :— 
If (faid ſhe) heaven permits it to ſee this wretched 
world, oh ! ſhield it from the miſeries of life, and 
when you look upon it, forget the diſobedience of 
her who is going to hide the remembrance of her 
errors and her misfortunes in the grave. 


This letter, unhappily never reached her wor- 
thy parent. Miſconſtruing the cauſe of his ſilence, 
Sophia imagined he was too much incenſed to par- 


don her, and ſummoning Matilda to her preſence, 
ſhe told her, ſhe recollected having heard me men- 
tion, a brother of mine in England, with whom, 

| as 


live 


1 1] 
as I was not on good terms I had eraſed to corrg: 
ſpond, but {continued ſhe) his foul muſt be impla- 
cable indeed if his reſentment ſteels it againſt the 
claims I will make. The offspring of my ever 


loved huſband quſt not be abandoned to diſtrefs. 
I feel myſelf king and drawing to a ſinal end of 
ſorrow, but weak as I am, ſince my parent refuſes 


to liſten to the petition of his penitent child, I 


will go to England, tell my ſad ſtory to this bro- 
ther of my Edward, and conſigu to. his care, an 


orphan: — Oh Matilda lit muſt be an orphan, 


for the blow That ſlew * 8 marked me * 
the grave. | 


& The ſale of ſome jewels enabled Sophia to 
fulfil her purpoſe ;. ſhe arrived in England, and 


reached the city where ſhe heard me ſay my brother 


reſided :—Her ſtrength was totally exhauſted in 


this effort, ſhe was taken ſo ill at the Tnn, where | 


the coach in which ſhe came put up, that ſhe could 
not be removed from thence. She ſent to inform 
my brother of her arrival, and entreated to ſee 
him directly. Unhappily he was gone to Hol- 


land, but his wife (who was then lying-in) ſent 


to invite her to the houſe.— Alas, my Sophia 
lived not to experience her hoſpitality ! in bring- 
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1 248 J | 
ing a ſon into exiſtence the loſt her own. Fatal 
| hour,—then was every poflibility of earthly happi- 
neſs torn from me. My Sophia,—my amiable, 
my affectionate wife, thou didſt call on thy wretch- 
ed Edward. Alas! thou 1 
Bound by the toils of fate, he heard not thy ſighs; 
—he flew not to ſupport thee.— Oh! cruel caps 
vity!— Oh! unhappy huſband! 


1 Sophia with her dying breath, entreated Ma- 
tilda, te take her infant, immediately on her de- 
ceaſe to my brother's houſe, and conſign it to the 
protection of his wife; — The faithful creature 
obeyed, and on carrying the child thither, was re- 

© ceived by an old woman who lived in the family. — 
this woman was the daughter of a French refugee, 
and a great favourite with my ſiſter· in- lw on 


perceiving the difficulty with which Matilda ſpoke 


Engliſh, ſhe addreſſed her in French, which Matilda 
underſtood perfectly well. When ſhe heard the 
particulars of her errand, and ſaw the infant, ſhe 
| Expreſſed great pity for its condition. Poor thing, 
(ſaid ſhe) its fate is indeed hard, to be driven to a 
dependance-on the moſt ſordid nature in the uni- 
verſe ;—In ſhort, this woman informed Matilda 


that my brother was a tyrant to his wife, and of ſo 
very 


L 149 ] 
very avaricious a diſpoſition, as made it highly 
probable that when he. returned home, he would 


refuſe to give credit to the ſtory, and turn the 


child on the pariſh for its ſupport. 


cc Matilda was extremely ſhocked at this intel · 


ligence, but entreated the woman to prevail on her 


miſtreſs to receive the child for the preſent, as it f 


muſt elſe periſh ; the requeſt was granted, and 
the diftreſſed girl returned to the Inn, and-wept 


over the remains of my Sophia, till they were de- 


poſited in the earth. —Sweet ſufferer, how ſevere 
muſt thy parting pang have been ! far from every 


friend, and diſtracted with anxiety for the fate of 
thy helpleſs infant :— Charle ! recolleQion har- 


\ 


- 


rows my heart. 


o The laſt duties to her miſtreſs being perform-- 


ed, Matilda returned to my brother's houſe to ſee 


the child. She was met by the ſame woman ſhe | 
had before converſed with, who informed her, that 


her miſtreſs was very uneaſy for having given her 


conſent to receiving the child, leſt her huſband 


ſhould diſapprove of it;“. ſhe is likely too to loſe 
her own infant ( ſaid ſhe) it has got convulſions, 
and ſhould it die, my maſter will uſe her worſe 
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than ever: He has ſet his heart upon having an 
heir, and this difappointment of his. high raiſed 


hopes will doubly irritate his naturally bad temper ; 
the poor lady is in ſuch terror and anxiety that I 
know not what will be the conſequence ; but the 
finding the child of a ſtranger taken in without 
his concurrence, would be enough to ruin us all, 


ſo you muſt take your little charge off our hands, 
and provide for it as well as you can'——Alas ! 
(returned Matilda) what will become of it? I am 


a a ſtranger, ignorant of the language of the eoun- 


try, and totally deſtitute of all means of provid- 


ing for it ; its parents are laid in the grave, and 
the father of my dear lady, though wealthy- and 
powerful, abandoned her to diſtreſs, and refuſed 
his protection to her offspring. For pity ſake, 


befriend the dear innocent, and heaven will recom- 


pence your charity. , 


% The woman pauſed beſore he anſwered, and 
then addreſſing Matilda. Providence (ſaid ſhe) 
ſuggeſted a thought to me, with which I have ac- 


|  quainted my miſtreſs, and if it can be accompliſhed 


it will render all parties ſatisfied :—Should my 
miſtreſs's infant die, I will ſubſtitute your little 


charge in its room,—nay, ſtart not ;—By this 


means 


tal 


ca 


* 


9 | 
means it will be amply provided for ;—there is no 
other, way; ; and if you do not eonſent, you maſt. 
take it away . 1 do mo it * as yo 
„ 


« Matilda, though very averſe to being eon - 
cerned in this tranſaction, on conſidering the 
wretched ſituation to which the child muſt be re- 
duced by her refuſal, and refleQing that ſhe had 
no other reſource, at length reluctantly conſented. 
My brother's child died that day, and was buried 
as being that of the ſtrange lady, and Matilda ſaw 
her little infayt charge, the declared heir of an 
opulent fortune :—The whole ſcheme was carried. 
into execution without incurring the leaſt ſuſpicion, 
as my ſiſter had determined to nurſe her own child 


no perſon had been hired in thar capacity, and the 


contriver of the buſineſs was the only attendant 
admitted to ber apartment. | 


1 "The return of my vodka being hourly en- 
pected, it was thought expedient to ſend away 


Matilda directly. My fiſter made her ſeveral 


handſome preſents, and furniſhed her with a con- | 


Ss fot 


hey own country. She We from the child of 
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her beloved lady, with many tears, and embarked 


in a ſhip bound for Amſterdam, where the attract- 
ed the notice of a perſon who made her propoſals 


of marriage. Having no family connections in 


Ruſſia, ſhe was eaſily induced to relinquiſh the 
thought of going thither; ſhe accepted the offer 
of a protector, and ſettled at Amſterdam, until 
the diſtreſs of her huſband's affairs drove them 
from thence into Flanders, and finally into Eng- 
land. 0 py ' FT IC1.70 


Jou may eaſily imagine the emotions of my 
mind whilſt T liſtened to Matilda's narrative: 


But the probability that my ſon—the child of my 


Sophia, ſtill ſurvived, predominated over every 


other thought. I quitted Matilda, took poſt, and 
flew to my brother. I wildly demanded my ſon. 


Gracious · heaven my ſiſter on her death- bed had 


declared, he was a ſuppoſitious child. My b. oy 


was abandoned and diſgraced. He was driven to 
deſpair. He ſuddenly difappeared, and has never 


ſince been heard of, ——T human Towah; ; cruel 


brother! you forſook me in the hour of diſtreſs, 


and deſtroyed my offspring. Your RY is 
bitter, but it is vain.“ | 


The 


„ 

The reader has already anticipated my account 
of the effect of the diſcovery which thus unexpect- 
edly flaſhed upon me. Ves am that ſon (cried 
I) ſo bitterly regretted. —Almighty Providence, 
I thank thee for having ſpared me to comfort the 
declining days of this worthy Parent. How cruel 
1s the diſtance which ſeparates us, and prevents 
me from throwing myſelf at his feet, to ſpeak 
peace to his ſoul.—Oh ! let me fly to him, and 
reſtore every hope the ravager- death has not de- 


e 


The concluding part of my father's letter con- 


tained an account of the ſorrow my Uncle exprel- 


ſed for his paſt conduct. He knew not that the 
creature he proclaimed an alien to his blood, was 
his near relation. La Moine, the woman who had 
ſubſtituted me for his ſon, died ſuddenly, in a ſhort. 
time after the tranſaction. And fear of her huſ- 
band's reſentment taught Mrs. Townly to be care- 
ful of the ſecret,- till the approach of her diſſolu- 
tion. She then declared I was not his ſon, but 


the had not ſtrength to unfold the circumſtances - 


of the affair fully. She however ſigned a paper, 
(declaratory of what ſhe had confeſſed) in the 


| E of Mr. Prig,—my Uncle, —and his fa- 


H 5 vourſte 
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wourite ſeryant Morton. They repeatedly inter - 
rogated her on the particulars of this ſtrange af. 
fur, She, with difficulty, at intervals, faultered, 
4. I have-yo child—La Moine did it—fear of my 
huſband compelled wore] gave the money—he 


is the ſon of ——” Here ſpeech totally failed 


her, nor was the ever able to give any farther ac- 


ww... . 


 . +My- Father further informed me, that my Uncle 


was in a very bad ſtate of health. The ſe&nd 
wife he had taken, had tormented him exceeding- 


ly, and. they were parted by mutual conſent. Be- 
ing determined to make every amends in his power 
for his former miſdeeds, he made a will bequeath- 


ing the whole of his wealth to my Father, with 
remainder; to me, if I ever ſhould be found. 


His Phyſicians having ordered him to Bath a he 


prevailed on my Father to accompany him thither, 


who from thence wrote the letter that led to this 


happy. diſcovery. 


CHAP. 


1 
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T7. Autbor and Belmore + at for Eurepe—He meets 


wb old Friend i in an improved | Situation, 


e to 1 che 
momentous intelligence I had receiyed ; he 
ſincerely participated in my joy, and readily ac- 


. quieſcged in a propoſal I made to him to return 
with me directly to England, Mr. Vanderſtabl, 


though concerned to part with an aſſiſtant of whoſe 
capacity and integrity he had formed the higheſt 


opinion, made no oppoſition to a propoſal ſo agree- 
able to Belmore, and a ſhip being ready to ſail 


for the Cape, we embarked: for that place, fram 


which we hoped to get a ſpeedy paſſage to Europe. 


In this expectatiou we were not deceived —A. 


Packet bound for England was there at the time 


of our arrival, and in this we took a a paſſage and 


proceeded on our voyage. 
# NETS 


The day of our going on board the Engliſh 


| ſhip, we were received in the politeſt manner by 


the 


I— ‚ —— Lu 
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the es, Officers, and paſſengers ; among the 
latter were ſeveral people of diſtinction returning 
from India to ſettle at home, particularly a Mr. 
Cleland, who had acquired a ſplendid fortune dur- 


ing his reſidence at Madraſs, This gentleman 
converſed with me a good deal during dinner-time, 
and hearing Belmore addreſs me by the nam of 


Townly (which I had reſumed) he aſked me if 


I had any relation in England who was called 
Charles Tory f. 188 


1 ca; it was my own n appellation. —« Priy 


* (faid he) were you ever acquainted with Mr. Ca- 
- veat, of Lincoln's: Inn. Fields ? I anſwered in the 
- affirmative. © Then (ſaid he) there is a Lady 
now in this ſhip who will be much rejoiced to meet. 
you.“ — 


1 eagerly enquired who the Lady was ? 
« When you knew her (ſaid he) ſhe was Letitia 


| Caveat, but ſhe 1 is now Mrs. Cleland. * — 


IT the kde Weclecb my friendſhip for the 


' amiable Letitia, and the grief J felt from being 


kept in ignorance of her fate, he will conceive the 
pleaſure I received from this intelligence. Mr. 


' Cleland informed me ſhe had been that day too 


much indiſpoſed to quit her cabin, but that he 
would 


11 
would inform her of 'r 'my being on board, and was 
certain ſhe would ſee me as ſoon as poſſible. 
She has often recounted to me (ſaid he) the 
obligations ſhe owed to your friendſhip, at the 
time the infidelity of a worthleſs huſband, and the 
perfecution of unnatural relations, joined in dif: 
treſſing one of the beſt hearts in the world; and 1 
will be happy to unite witlr her in IPO you the 
WY 3 you deſerve, | | 


- 


The ales between Letitia we me was 


equally affecting to us both ; ſhe kindly enquired 


the cauſe which had driven me to a part of the 
world where ſhe ſo little expected to ſee me, and 


was aſtoniſhed at hearing the ſtrange viciſſitudes I 


had experienced. When: I had ſatisfied her euri- 
oſity by this detail, I requeſted ſhe would unfold 
the ſteps which led to thy interview; and ſhe 
conimenced the following recital ;'—— ' - 


« As I believe the ROW =. of our laſt me- 
lancholy converſation (faid ſhe) have not eſcaped 
your memoryÞ I will take up my ſtory from that 
period. The confirmation of Captain Surface's 
infidelity. almoſt deprived me of reaſon, and juſt 
after I received "Four billet with the Agent's in- 

telligence, 


— 


o 
Fl 
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Mr. Bloomford. I told him I never could be his, 


bat, /iuſtead of his pity which I Rrove to gain, I 
x oneited his reſantment. I will not (dwell on the 
tranſactions of 4 day I cannot think of withodt 


| hoxror, and anly fay, that wrought up to a pitch 
of frenzy hy diſtreſs} I formed the deſperate reſo- 


lution of flying from my perſeeuters, to which I 


was encouraged by a meſſage from my Aunt, who 


expreſſed a defire of befriending me, wy fear-- 


ws of FI 0 8 | 


* In he th of diftration, which gare me 
courage to abandon my Unele's protection, I never 
thought of applying to you for advice, or I ſhould 
certainly have done fo. As well as I can recolle& 


- the ftate of my mind at that time, it was wholly 
occupied with the id of eſcaping from the forced 
marriage with which I was threatened, and inca- 
ble of admitting any other thought; but when 1 


found myſelf in the ftreets, unknowing whither I 
vas to bend my wretched ſteps, or ſeek for com- 
fort, there. is no deſeribing the pangs that rent 
my heart. All the horrors of my fate ruſhed von 
my imagination.  ITeproached the credulity that 
had led me to give my heart and hand to Captain 

8 Surface. 


5 
( 
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LE. 
Surface, I exclaimed againſt the erudlty of that 
Uncle who had taught me to look up to him ag 
my Parent. Alas! (eried I)—caft off by all on 
whom I relied, what will become of me? Where 
W oe ion 


e.redneſy WY wy ee faces 8 
ing, and [the apparent wildneſs of my looks attracꝭ· 
ed the notice of the people as I paſſed along; their 
inquiſitive.glances awakened me to the obſervation 
of adyentitious circumſtances ; the ſpirit diftrace 
tion had lent, ſuddenly flagged ; and terror ſue- 
ceeded to it, I ſhrunk from obſervation, and 
trembled with apprehenſion, ——-I caſt my eyes 
around, and perceiving a bill for lodgings poſted 
up at a glover's ſhop, I went in there and agreed : 
for a ſmall upper room, by the week. | 


« The Glover, as ſoon as the terms were adjuſt- 
ed, told me I mult depoſit a week's rent in advance 
for ſecurity, unleſs I had ſome perſon to recommend 
me.] felt for my purſe to ſatisfy his demand, but 
—judge my, conſternation—my pockets had been 
rifled of their contents in the ftreet, and I had not 
a ſingle ſhilling, —In the utmoſt confuſion I took 
a bracelet from my arm, and begged the Glover to 

accept 


— 
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accept it for ſecurity; but he told me he could 
not take any pledge from a perſon in ſuch ſuſpi- | 
cious circumſtances as I was, left it had not been 
honeſtly came by, and he might be brought into 
trouble.—Shocked at this inſinuation I burſt into 
tears: but my grief excited no ne: : The t 
Glover thanked me ironically for the 'prgference t 
{ 


with which I had honoured his houſe, and ſaid, 
: though he could not accommodate me, he would 
recommend me to a lodging in the Round-houſe, . 
if I did not move off ſpeedily. He was about to | 
compel me to obey 'this command, - when a carri- 
age drove up to the door, in which ſat a young 
lady, whom I inſtantly knew to be Miſs Gran- 
tham, who was my ſchool-fellow, when I boarded 
with the Aunt of Captain Surfacſdge. 


r wer 7 Oe RAR TW 


« My fair friend recolleed me at the firſt view, 

and was very glad to ſee me. When ſhe had bar- 
gained for the gloves ſhe wanted, ſhe begged I 

would permit her to ſet me down, as I had no 

carriage or ſedan in waiting. Happy to fly from 

the place where I had met ſuch inhuman treat- 
=. ment, I got into her carriage, but not until the 
Glover had made many obſequious apologies for 
the error he had been led into, and vowed he would 


not 


1 
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not have diſobliged me for the world, if be had 


* I. Was n of ales. . 
21 


1 Tell n me, a Letitia (ad Mi Cranttian, 
the moment we drove off) what is the cauſe of 


the agitation in which I fee you? I burſt into 
tears, and gave her a brief ſketeh of my misfor- 


tunes, which truck her with ſorrow and compaſ- 


ſion. She aſſured me of her frienfip.].in the 
kindeſt terms, and defired I would make my 


mind eaſy, until time ſhould ſoften my Uncle's 
reſentment, and reſtore me to his favour. 


I accepted this friendly offer without heſitation, 
and went with her to her father's houſe in Queen's | 
Square. Mr. Grantham was an Eaſt-India mer- 


chant of vaſt fortune. He was a widower, and 


my generous friend was heireſs of all his wealth. 
Beſides their town- houſe, they had a fine country- 
ſeat in Kent, where they moſtly reſided, which 


had prevented me from before meeting with Miſs 
Grantham. To this ſeat we went the next morning, 
and Mr. and Miſs Grantham treated me with ſuch 


politeneſs and kindneſs, that were my misfortunes 


of a nature to be forgotten, I might have ſpent- 
n a my 


— 


- 
. . 


* 


| d | 
my time very happily. When we were ſettled in 


| the country, I conſulted with Miſs Grantham on 
the meaſures beſt to be purſued, to obtain a re- 


conciliation with my family, By her advice I 
wrote to my Aunt, acquainting her of my being 
ſafe at the houſe of a friend, and eonjuring her to 


mediate for me with my Uncle, to whom it was 


my moſt earneſt deſire to return, and give every 
proof of MeQion and duty, except complying 
with a marriage which I had infuperable reaſons 
for refuſing. Miſs Grantham got my letter ſafely 
| conveyed to her; and 1 received an anſwer, in- 

forming me it was in vain to think of a reconci- 


lation with my Uncle, for my. diſobedience and 


flight had fo irritated him, that he had ſworn to 


abanden me for ever. She added, her Bro- 
ther's ſevereſt diſpleaſure would be the confe- 
quence of his diſcovering that ſhe held any corre- 
ſpondence with me, and ſhe therefore deſired I 
would not write to her again upon any account 
whatſoever. ' £87 


„ My grief at this intelligence was extreme. 
Miſs Grantham kindly endeavoured to conſole me, 


aud (aid, though ſhe muſt regret the determina- 
| tion 
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tion of my relations, upon my account, ſhe could 


not upon her own, as by their obſtinacy ſhe gain- 


ed the company of the friend ſhe. moſt eſteemed. 


But even her kind * on WF: behalf were J 


fruſtrated. 


« An Agent from Captain Surface purchaſed 
for him a houſe and demeſne, adjoining to that 
of Mr. Grantham ; ſhould I continue to live in 
his family, I muſt conſtantly ſuffer the mortifica- 
tion of ſeeing my perfidious huſband. I could not 
bear the thought. —I determined to leave my 


friend, though 1 knew not whither to 80. 


© Juſt at this juncture Mrs. Arlington, the 
ſiſter of Mr. Cleland, was , going But to India 
She was in queſt of a female companion to make 
the voyage with her. I offered myſelf, and was 
accepted. Miſs Grantham was very averſe from 
my thus dooming myſelf to baniſhment, and uſed 
every argument that ſincere friendſhip could ſug- 
geſt, to prevail on me to permit her to obtain an 
eſtabliſhment in England for me; but the ſtrong. 
terror L had of meeting my cruel huſband, predo- 
minated over every other conſideration, and I ac- 
companied Mrs. Arlington to Madraſs. 


« Before 


„„ 
« Before J quitted England I wrote to inform 
” my Aunt of my purpoſe ; but ſhe took no notice 
of my letter. I alſo I addreſſed a few lines to 
yon by the meſſenger who carried my billet to my 
| Aunt, but- they were brought back to me, with 
Intelligence that you were lying at the point of 
| death, in e whe of a rr . had receiv= 
ed in a duel. | 
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CHAP. LXXVII. 
Mi. Cleland c ontinues and 3 ber Recital. 8 


UR voyage to India (continued Letitia) 
was expeditious, and would have been 
pleaſant, had not my ill fortune rendered me an 
object of particular attention to a Baronet, who 
was one of the paſſengers ; I behaved to him with 
much civility, but poſitively declined receiving bis 
addreſſes. Mrs. Arlington, who did not know 
the partieulars of my melancholy ſtory, blamed 
me on this ſcore, as ſhe thought a marriage with 
him would be for my advantage, but I perſiſted in 
my refuſal without aſſigning my motives, which 
did not pleaſe my nme, 
Things were in this ſituation when we reach- 
ed Madraſs. We were joyfully received by 
Mr. Arlington and Mr. Cleland, and I ſhould 
have found the place agreeable, only my trou- 


bleſome admirer Sir Thomas Wilton continued 
He intereſted all the 
family in his ſuit, except Mr. Cleland, who 

| declared 


to urge his pretenſions. 
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declared he could not adviſe me to beſtow my hand 


where I avowed I could not give my affection; 


this joined to the reſpectful attention Mr, Cleland 
took every opportunity of ſhewing in his behavi- 
our to me, awakened the reſentment of Sir Tho- 
mas, who, finding me perſevere in my diſlike to 
him, attributed my conduct to my having a par- 
tiality for Mr. Cleland, and vented his malice by 
throwing out many cruel inuendo's to my preju- 
dice: Sick to the ſoul of conſtant vexations, and 
almoſt heart- broken by my paſt misfortunes, I 
grew diſguſted with life. I ſaw myſelf, ſet up 
by Sir Thomas, as the mark of undeſerved cenſure, 


and probably doomed to be the victim of miſrepre- 


ſentation; yet how could I remedy this evil, poor 
and friendleſs in a foreign land ?—if I abandoned 


the protection of Mrs. Arlington, what would be- 


come of me How often and how ſincerely did 
I regret my not having avowed my real ſituation 
to my uncle; he would (cried I) undoubtedly 


have loaded me with ſeverities, and ſtung my ſoul 
with reproaches ; ; but under his roof I ſhould have 
eſcaped the moſt bitter of all calamities, calutany ; 
to which J have ſubjected myſelf in conſequence 
of my fatal elopement. But, while I was thus 
afflicted by the cruel aſperſions of Sir Thomas, the 

; generous 


„ 
generous Mr. Cleland. put a final end to them, by 
declaring me to be the object of his choice, and 


publicly making me an offer of his hand and for- 


tune. The diſintereſtedneſs of this propoſal, and 


che uniform kindneſe and propriety of his whole 


conduct to me, determined me to impart to him 
my true circumſtances ; I gave him a detail of my 
unhappy marriage, and my huſband's cruel deſer- 
tion, and entreated he would think of me only as 
a friend: although this ecclaircifſement was very 
diſtreſſing to Mr. Cleland, he ſtrictly complied 
with my injunction, ceaſed all profeſſions. of at- 
tachment, but kept his friendſhip unabated. To 
him I owe the kindneſs with which I was invari- 
ably treated by Mrs. Arlington, from this period, 
and my ſituation was ſo much amended by the 
_ alteration, that my tranquillity and health were 

gradually reſtored. | 
Matters were in this ſtate when-letters arrived 
from my friend Miſs Grantham, informing me of the 
death of my huſband ;—Unhappy' Man !—He fell 
in a duel, occaſioned by a frivolous diſpute relative 
to ſome tranſaction at a gaming-table. I ſhuddered 
with horror at his wretched fatc, but horror was the 
ſole 


- 
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ſole emotion J felt :—His baſe treatment had long 
before eradicated-every impreſſion of the inconſide- 


rate attachment which had cauſed me ſo much 
miſery. - He died unlamented—Lady Betty and 


he had lived ſo uncomfortably, that they came to 


a reſolution of ſeparating, and ſhe-gave every in- 


dication of being rejoiced at regaining the freedom 


| ſhe had ſo imprudently parted with. He had no 


relations except the aunt who had been my gover- 


neſs, and he diſclaimed her intirely, after his mar 
riage with Lady Betty. —— The perſon he intro- 


| duced to me as his fiſter, and who was the only 


witneſs of my marriage, was an impoſtor, produced 


for the purpoſe of deceiving me, and aſſiſting him 


in ſecuring a claim to the fortune he thought I 
ſhould inherit; but which claim he relinquiſhed, 
on meeting an object who could more readily gra- 
tify his mercenary views. 


* Miſs Grantham's letters alſo brought me an 
account of my uncle's death, and of my aunt's 


having ſucceeded to his fortune, and married your 


old tutor Mr. Projody. 


As ſoon as Mr, Cleland found I was reftored 
to the liberty of diſpoſing of my hand, he renew- 
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ed his addreſſes ; yi it as reaſon and incli- 
nation directed, and every day ſince my marri- 

age with him, I have found ſtill greater cauſe to 
approve my choice, and bleſs heaven for leading - 
me to à ſtate of contentment, beyond what L 
could have formed any expektation of ever ar- 


riving at. — 
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cn AP. IXI 5 


. in 8 between the 
Author and his Father. — Meeting with others of 
his old Acquaintance. 

g * 


. A voyage to England was render'd agree- 
able far beyond my expetations by the 


acquiſition of Mr. and Mrs. Cleland's ſociety, 
We met no adverſe accident to retard our courſe, 


and arrived ſafely after a paſſage of the uſual 


length. 


I cannot expreſs the mingled ſenſations I felt, 


on reviſiting my native ſhore ; but the pleaſure 
of beholding a parent, to whom I was not only 
engaged by the ties of duty, but alſo by thoſe 
of the warmeſt friendſhip and the higheſt eſteem, 


was chaſtened by the {ad probability that there 
I muſt alſo encounter the fight of the object of 
my heart's moſt tender affection, falſe to her 


vos, and loſt to my hopes for ever. 


Belmore and I accepted an invitation from 


Mr. and Mrs. Cleland to take up our abode 
with them 1 in a Houſe in Groſvenor-Square, pre- 


pared 


: 


pared for their reception, according to directions 
ſent by Mr. Cleland to his correſpondents —My 
firſt care was to ſend to the houſe of the Ruſſian 


; Envoy, (to whom my father deſired me to en- 


cloſe any letter I ſhould write to him) to enquire 
if Baron Weſner was till in England, and I had 


the happineſs to hear he was then on his way 
from G, where he had been detained on 


account of the death of his brother, and intend- 
ed to ſtay in London ſome weeks before he ſet 
out on his return to Moſcow :—So great was my 


impatience to throw myſelf at the feet of this be- 


loved parent, that I took poſt immediately on 
receiving this intelligence, and met him within 


a few miles of town. If the reader has ſenti- 


ment, his imagination will paint in a more lively 
manner than I can deſcribe, the incidents of our 
interview.—He will conceive the unutterable feel- 
ings conſequent to a meeting ſo peculiarly cir- 
cumftanced ;—*, Gracious heaven ! (cried the 
Baron) do you give me my Son ?—the ſon 
of Sophia ?—and are you Charles! you, whom 
my affections ſpontaneouſly ſelected, indeed my 
own offspring ?—Partner of my ſoul, why are you 
not here to claſp him to your heart as I do? 
Look down, look down from the ſeats of bliſe, 
and rejoice with me, that this our child, though 
driven forth by Fate to experience hardſhips and 
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perils, has paſt the ſevere ordeal of adverſity, and 
come forth all we could wiſh.” — : 


* . 
- " 


Struck to the ſoul with this pathetic addreſs to 


my departed mother, which exhibited ſo true a 
picture of what in ſimilar circumſtances I ſhould 


have felt for 9 I turned away to hide my 


emotion. — 


60 EEE me heaven (refumed my Father) 
perfect felicity is not to be expected in this mor- 
tal ſtate in a better world I ſhall again meet 
that angelic ſpirit, whoſe reſidence on earth was 


ſhortened by her attachment to me ; let me then 


reſtrain every impious murmur, and bow in gra- 


titude for the reſtoration of my ſon,—in ſeeing 


the eſtabliſhment of his happineſs I ſhall find a 
compenſation for the loſs of my own—in the con- 
templation of thy mercies I will loſe the remem- 


brance of my miſeries .. 


I ̃uwill no longer dwell on our affecting con- 
verſation. My Father accompanied me to Mr. 
Cleland's, and was there received in a manner 
. ſuitable to his worth, and the friendſhip the bene- 
volent owners of the manſion profeſſed for me.— 


The 
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The remembrance of Lord Dorville's friend- 

ſhip, and my wiſh to ſee him, next intereſted. 
my attention, nor was my humble friend Me 
Snarl forgotten. Providence had now raiſed me 
to a ſituation in which I could amply repay my 
former obligations; and though my heart was 
loſt to happineſs, it was Tit warmly ſenſible to 


the claims of gratitude and affection: Beſides 


the fortune my Father poſſeſſed in Ruſſia, the 
opulent property of my late Uncle now contri- 
buted to my enrichment.—Unhappy man,! in 
his laſt moments he execrated the covetous pro- 
penſity which had rendered his heart inſenſible 
to the feelings of affection and benevolence, and 
centered all its deſires in the accumulation of 
wealth. He affectingly lamented the having 
through avaricious motives united himſelf with a 
woman he could not love, and ſeverely con- 
demned the conſequent ill- treatment ſhe received. 
from him : His unfeeling uſage of me too, weigh'd _ 
heavy on his mind. In fine, he died a firiking 

example that they. who follow the dictates of 
ſordidneſs, in preference to thoſe of benignity 
and ſocial affection, ſacrifice all the real hap- 

pineſs of life, and deny themſelves the beſt ſpe-- 
cies of gratification, of which. human nature is 

capable, e I 


In: 
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In recollecting the favours conferr'd upon me 
in the ſeaſon of adverſity the friendſhip of Lady 
Bruin was not loſt to my mind, and I alſo re- 
flected with pleaſure that fate had now put it 
in my power to fulfil the promiſe I formerly 
made of being a protector to the children of my 
dear and worthy fiend and , preceptor Mr. 
Tropic ;—theſe are the. powers (ſaid I) that 
give value to wealth ; by rendering it uſeful to 
my friends I can alone make it ſubſervient to 
my on ſatisfaction; — this is a laudable appli- 
cation of the good which fortune has beſtowed 
at a period when every poſſibility of my own 
immediate happineſs 1 is vaniſhed for ever. 


In purſuance of this reſolution of ſeeking for 
the friends to whom I was impatient to ſhew my 
attachment, I excuſed myſelf from attending 
my father, who required -my affiſtance to tran- 
fa& ſome. buſineſs relative to the property lately 


devolved to us3z and he had the goodneſs to 


poſtpone his purpoſe till the next day, upon 
hearing the manner in which I meant to employ 


ſelf; and which I was eager to diſpatch, as I 


had come to a determination of accompanying 
my father to Ruſſia, and ending my days in 
' exile, far remote from her, who novwithſtand- 


ing 
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ing all my wrongs, maintained her influence 


over my heart. 


I got into my carriage in a very penſive mood, 


and was driven to the houſe where my friend 


Rymer had lived previous to his going to Ire- 
land. I was there received by the Aunt of 
Mrs. Rymer who had been left in the ſuperin- 

tendance of the buſineſs, The good woman was | 


greatly pleaſed at ſeeing me, and ſaid ſhe was 


in hourly expectatipn of the arrival of the be- 


nevolent Poet, his wife, and little Henry. But, Ti 


of Emily ſhe could not give me any e 
whatſoever. 


— 


F rom hence I ordered the coachman to drive 
to Almack's, where I judged I ſhould learn 


the place of Lord Dorville's reſidence ; I was 
not miſtaken, I there got à direction to . 


houſe 3 in e 
on En thither, I was told bis lordſhip 
was juſt ſetting out for his ſeat in Surry, I. 


| however inſiſted on the ſervants announcing me, 
but ſuch was my impatience to ſee my friend, 


that, heedleſs of ceremony, I ruſh'd into the 
apartment where he was, before he could be in- 
| | 3 , \ form' d £ 
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form'd of my 1 name. My reception was ſuch 
as might be expected from fincere and cordial 
friendſhip. As ſoon as our firſt emotions were 
fubfided, Lord Dorville enquired what was my 
motive for concealing from him the place of my 
deſtination when I was going to India and ex- 
preſſed his jealouſy on that ſcore in ſuch kind 
terms, that I bluſh'd for having committed ſuch 
an offence againſt friendſhip. In extenuation I 
revealed to him without reſerve my repugnance 
to the thought of meeting Caroline, and then 
| proceeded to give him a detail of my adven- 
tures fince our parting at Spa. My meeting 
with the Abbe ſurprized him exceſſively, but 
when I ſpoke of the diſcovery of the Baron's 
being my father, and mentioned the death of 
my Uncle Townly, his amazement roſe to ſuch 
2 degree, that he ftarted from his chair and 
exclaimed,  * | Gracious heaven ! is it poſſi- 
dle but pardon me, I interrupted you pray 
proceed.” I concluded my little narrative, to 
which his Lordſhip attended with the ſtrong- 
eſt indications of being highly intereſted, when 
J ceaſed ſpeaking, ©. Charles (ſaid he) the 
viciflitudes of your fate are very extraordinary, 
but they diſplay inſtances of the over-ruling care 
of Providence, e mould inſtruct us, never, 


even 


e 


even in the moſt unpromiſing circumſtances, 


to yield to deſpondence. I rejoice in your 
good fortune, and feel myſelf inſpired to au- 
gur that ſtill greater felicity awaits you.” I 


ſhook my head at this ſally, and enquired if 
Mc Snarl ſtill remained in his Lordſhip's ſer- | 
vice? « Yes (cried Lord Dorville) he is well, 
and is at preſent my ſteward ;—he will be re- 
 Joiced to ſee you—He is with the reſt of my fa- 


mily at my ſeat in Surrey ;—You muſt come 


thither with me —nay no excuſes—I am im- 


patient to preſent you to Lady Doryille. „ Not- 


having heard of his Lordſhips marriage, I was 
much ſurprized at the intelligence, but warmly - 


congratulated him and wiſhed him a long con- 


tinuance of happineſs. I think (returned he) 


I ſtand as good @ chance of finding the- matri- 
monial union permanently happy as moſt men: 
I was always of Lord Landſdown's opinion that 


« Marriage che happieſt bond of 'love would be, 


« If hands were * jours where hearts. _— | 


3 TOY though SRI firſt atrraied* my 


affections to the object of my choice, it was : 


long experience of our minds being endued with - 
ſimilar ſentiments A long experience (inter- 


I's rupted 


„ 


n 
rupted I) © It is natural that you mould be 


ſurprized at the expreſſion (anſwered he) as in 


the courſe of our acquaintance you never heard 
me give a hint of having any attachment of 
this ſort, yet at that very time I was as mere 
a ſighing, dying, deſpairing lover as ever made 
doleful exit on a willow tree; but I then ima- 


gined it was impoſſible I ſhould ever gain the 
lady, and I carefully ſuppreſs'd the indications 


of a paſſion which circumſtances rendered im 
proper and unjuſtifiable- ; theſe reaſons exiſted 
in my opinion until the time of our parting at 
Spa, at which period you were ſuffering ſuch diſ- 
treſs from an unſucceſsſul paſſion, that I thought 
the exultations of a happy lover might enhance 
your miſery,” by ſhewing a contraſt to your 
own ſituation, I therefore perſiſted in my ſi- 
| lence, befides I had no idea of But this is not 
the ſeaſon for explanation come with me to my 
ſeat, and there your curioſity ſhall be gratified 
with the developement of my romance. = 


I aicaſed myſelf from complying with this 


invitation, but promiſed to ſpend the day but 
one enſuing with him, and alſo to prevail on the 
Baron to paſs ſome r to his 
Witting e 


When 
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When I parted from Lord Dorville, I threw 


myſelf into my coach with a mind very painful- 
ly affected. Good heaven! (thought I) how | 


readily does the heart at eaſe forget the ſympa- 


thy it felt for the woes i could pity before it 


had obtained that ſtate. Lord Dorville, through 
delicacy of compaſſion, refrained: from telling me 
the reaſon of his return to England, when he 


left me at Spa, yet now he ſpeaks of it in a lu- 
dicrous manner.—Alas ! my heart ſtill feels an 


equal degree of miſery with, that he then dreaded 


to aggravate: but let me not murmur Ile muſt 

be indeed ſelfiſh who grieves at a friend's poſſeſ- 
ſing a degree of happineſs, denied to himſelf: 1 

am miſerable, but I will never be envious, or 


heſitate to behold the felicity of my Benefactor 
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| Containing Variety of Intelligence —The Author 
| | is involved in an Adventure, in which he does 

vor conduct himſelf either with Wiſdom or Forti- 
OT 4 ude . 4 


N returning to Groſvenor-Square Mrs. Cle- 
uad informed me ſhe had juſt received in- 
telligence that her aunt had died ſome months 
before in France, and that Mr. Proſody had pof- 
_ feſſed himſelf of all her fortune and was now re- 
turned to England ;—for the diſcovery of theſe 
particulars ſhe was indebted to accident. She 
had called at a Milliners to beſpeak ſome articles 
of dreſs, and the woman who came to the door 
of her carriage to receive her commands, prov- 
ed to be Kitty who was formerly her favorite at- 
tendant. The affectionate creature inſtantly re- 
cognized her beloved miſtreſs; and having 
come to an explanation of her ſituation Mrs. 
Cleland on applying to the Miſtreſs of the houſe, 
got permiſſion to converſe with her in one of the 
parlours apart from any other company. She 

there gave her a detail of her having gone to 
France 
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France with Mrs. Proſody; the old lady's death, 
and the pedant's aſſumption of her fortune. 
Kitty added, that Mr. Proſody had behaved very 
badly to her after his Wife's deceaſe, and mur- 
mured at paying her wages :—* Though heaven 
knows (ſaid ſhe) it was ſcarcely ſufficient to de- 
fray the expences of my journey home, but after 
all, I found my travels turn to ſome account, 
for my preſent Miſtreſs employed me as her ſhop- 
woman, at very high wages; though I knew 
nothing of millinary work, but I bring her cuſ- 
tomers, becauſe I am juſt returned from Paris.” 
Mrs. Cleland defired ſhe would quit her preſent _ 
mode of life, and come directly to reſide with 
her; to which propoſal ſhe aſſented with joy, 
and gave notice to the Milliner to provide a per- 
ſon in her place as ſoon as poſſible. —My father 
who had been abroad all the morning, on his re- 
turn home, informed us, that at a Coffee-Houſe 

(where he had gone to meet ſome people of bu- 
ſineſs) he accidentally took up a News-Paper, 
which among other articles contained the follow- 


ing advertiſement. 


3 William Belmort, fon of George Belmore, 
« and Charlotte Woodwille, bath dec caſed, applies 
« to 28 Js Premium, Attorney, North Alter ton, 

\- === CE he 


a]  - * | 
Be will ay intelligence very much to his ad- 
Wag the 8D 


| Struck with the name of William Belmore, | 


my father purchaſed the paper from one of the 


Waiters, and brought it home. On ſhewing it 


to Belmore, he ſaid it was undoubtedly relative 
to him, and by the advice of my F ather and 
Mr. Cleland, he directly wrote to Mr. Premium 
to know the nature of the buſineſs, and ſent 


his letter by a ſpecial meſſenger, to prevent all 


miſtakes and diſappointments. As I was ex- 
tremely anxious to learn ſome account of Lady 
Bruin, and ſhe had forbid me to correſpond 
with her, I commiſſioned the bearer of Bel- 
more 's letter to make particular enquiries about 


. 


the family, in Vorkſhire; and if poſſible pro- 
cure me the deſired intelligence. 

| The remainder of this day and the morn- 
ing of the next, I devoted to the ſettlement 


of the buſineſs in which my father was en- 


gaged, theſe matters finally adjuſted; Mrs. 


Cleland propoſed we ſhould all ſpend the 


evening at Drury-Lane Theatre to ſee the 


firſt repreſentation of a new piece——al- 


though I was extremely averle to going into 
n public, 


F 
] 
7 
| 
\ 


1 5 
public, ſhe urged her requeſt ſo eafneſtly that 
I could not refuſe, and at the uſual hour, we 

attended her to one of the boxes where ſhe had 
beſpoke places. -The curtain riſing juſt as we 


were taking our ſeats; our attention was ſolelß 


attracted to the ſtage, but when the firſt act 
was ended, the company engaged our obſer- 
vation, the circle was extremely brilliant, Bel- 
more was in raptures at the charms of his 
country women, and ſwore that all the ſhin- 
ing treaſures and ſparkling gems of the ori- 
ental world cou'd not compenſat? for dwelling 
away from this region of beauty except ſaid 
Mr. Cleland laughing) thoſe ſhining trea- 
ſures and ſparkling gems, by rendering a man 
more acceptable to the ladies, wou'd make him 
amends for a ſhort baniſhment from the con- 
templation of their charms, they are a foil 
to bright eyes, which even the faireſt like to 
borrow.—Nay Cleland (cried. my father) you 
cou'd never make that remark more mal a propos, 
turn your eyes to the oppoſite box, and you 
will own that beauty needs no aid from the 
ſplendid appendages of dreſs. — During this 
converſation I was fitting behind my party, 
but on hearing what my father ſaid, I lean'd 
forward and caſting my eyes to the ſpot he 

| particularized, | 


S „ 55. 
partieularized, - [beheld Caroline The. ſenſa- 
tions I experienced in that cruel moment are 
undeſcribable, they were too painful to be en- 
dured; ; —forgetful of appearances, and uncon- 
ſcious of my ations, I ſtarted up * 
9 and ne the houſe, | 


: As ſoon . ra capable of reflection I ſe- 
verely upbraided the weakneſs of my reſolu- 
tion, and the folly of my conduct: Good 
heaven! (ſaid I) muſt a faithleſs woman ever 
retain. this deſtructive inflceace over my heart; 
ſure I am the moſt infa tuated of mankind ;— 
but 1 will ſurmount it, the wife of Filmer 
mall not triumph over him ſhe has for- 
ſaken. e En T | 
How futile are the reſolves of a lover! 1 
determined to return to the Theatre and brave 
the fight I had fo recently fled from, but 1 
was incapable of exerting the effort reaſon di- 
rected. Alas, the glance I had taken, had al- 
ready brought too much pain to my foul !—I 
| beheld Caroline ſmilingly converſing with Miſs 
Grub—they were both dreſſed in deep mourning; 
there needed not this circumſtance to remind 
me they were of one family, I could not ha- 


N 5f o 


zard a ſecond view, I placed myſelf in a ſedan, 
and was carried to Groſvenor-Square. I hac 
only juſt arrived at home when I was followed bry 8 


my fath@ and Belmore, who were alarmed at 
my ſudden diſappearing. I attributed it to a 
light indiſpoſition occaſioned by the cloſeneſs of 
the houſe, I alſo made this an excuſe for retir- 


- ing to my apartment, where I gave 4 full * 


to . 8 4 


Conkrdtied more than ever by this inſtance, 
of the neceſſity of removing myſelf from all 


danger of beholding an obje& ſo fatal to my 


peace, I came to a determination. of prevailing 


on my father to accelerate our departure from 
England, and mean while to ſpend my time 


with Lord RY at his ſeat in Surrey. 


On joining my friends the next morning at 


| bregkfaſt, my looks betrayed that I had paſſed a- 


night void of repoſe. The uneafineſs they 
all ſhewed induced me to endeavour to rally my 


ſpirits, and aſſume an air of gaiety very foreign 


to my heart. I informed them of the engage- 


ment I had made with Lord Dorville, and ſaid 


I would prolorg my viſit beyond my firſt inten- 
tion, for the benefit of air, and exerciſe; as 


I believed a little . would be ſerviceable, 
EN | after | 
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| ( 186 ] P | 
after the lazy manner» of life to which I had | 2 
been ſo long accuſtomed. * My father appeared 


pleaſed at my determination, and I ſet off on my 
intended excurſion, _— 


2 


CHAP. 


13% RT 


CHAP. cr. 3 


8 ee | SY 
A RetroſpeR to a long paſt Adventure, 


ww 


N my arrival at Lord Dorville's, that affec- - 
tionate friend, came forth to receive me, 

and led me to his ſtudy; after our firſt inter- 
change of compliments, I enquired for Me 
Snarl. His Lordſhip told me he had been gone 


on ſome buſineſs further into the country before 


his return from London. Had he known of your 
being in the kingdom (continued he) he would 
undoubtedly have ſet aſide every other conſider- 
ation, and ſeen you before this. But come, I am 
impatient to introduce you to Lady Dorville. She 


is at her drawing, in one of hs temples in the 
e —allons.— 


1 followed Lord | Dorvile=lte at his lively 
manner, yet angry with myſelf for being ſo. 
We ſoon arrived at the temple, but how great and 
_ agreeable was the ſufprize that awaited me there. 
« Here (cried Lord Dorville) is my wife. You 
lov'd her when ſhe bore the title of * Bruin, 


and 


1 36 


and you muſt not ceaſe to 40 ſo under that of 


Lady Dorville.” 


I will not enter into any animadverſion on this 


delightful meeting; and to avoid repetitions I 1 


will give a brief detail of the ſteps which led 
to a cataſtrophe ſo wholly unexpected by me, and 


at length explained the appearances which had 


cauſed me to form an unjuſt judgment ol 2 > ha 
racter truly amiable. 


ped 
_ 


At the time that Lady Dorville refided in 
France for education, on recovering from a dan- 
gerous indiſpoſition, ſhe was ordered by her Phy- 

ſicians, to ſpend. ſome weeks at St. Germains for 
the benefit of air and exerciſe, during this 
period ſhe became acquainted with Lord Dorville, 
who was then on his travels :—A mutual attach- 
ment took. place. Lord Dorville declared his 
affection, and had the happineſs to find it ap- 
- prov'd ; thus far ſucceſsful he wrote to his father, 
entreating his conſent to an union on which his 
felicity depend$d. But the anſwer to this letter 


put an end to every hope of reconciling his love | 


with his duty. 


His father thought the family of the object of 


. 2 totally ineligible, and peremptorily 


declared 


d 6 1 ; 
declared againſt any alliance with them; ordering 
Lord Dorville to come directly to England, un- 
der pain of his everlaſting diſpleaſure; before this 
letter reached Paris the young lady had returned 
to the Convent, Lord Dorville went thither to 
acquaint her of the event, but was denied acceſs. 

The Earl of G——, (Lord Dorville's father) 
had written to the Engliſh Ambaſſador to inter- 
fere. and prevent his ſon from contracting an un- 


ſuitable match, and in ence of this mea- - 
ſend e che Abbeſs to pre- 


ſure, an order had been 


vent the viſits or letters of 1 Dorville from be- 
ing received. | 


4 * 
— 


Tbe mandate of the Earl was ſo peremptory, 
that it rendered Lord Dorville's immediate depar- 
ture for England unavoidable ; but before he 
went, he wrote a letter fill'd with profeſſions of 
unalterable affection, and conſtant attachment; 
declaring no power whatſoever ſhould compel him 
to relinquiſh the hope of being united with hie 
miſtreſs. This billet never reach'd its deſtinati- 
tion on account of the ſevere prohibition the Ab- 
beſs had received; and the lady, from Lord Dor- | 
ville's departing without explaining the reaſons of 
his conduct, imagined herſelf neglected, and ill- 
treated. This ſuppoſition had taken ſuch hold in 


| . 190, J. 
her ot that ſhe, reſolved to forget a man who | 
had behaved ſo baſely.— She was ſoon after re- 
called to England, and left Paris a few days be- 
| fore Lord. Dorville returned thither, in hope of 


$44 S 


38 after her return to r native country, 
ſhe complied. with the commands of Mrs. Poplar, 
and gave her hand to a man whom inclination ne- 


LordDorville was w, al informed of theſe events 
by a domeſtic who was in the ſecret of the Earl's 
meaſures. His grief and indignation were ex- 
treme, and he would have inſtantly fled to Eng- 
land to exculpate himſelf in the opinion of the 
Lady, had not an affair of honour in which he 
was involved detained him, A rencountre be- 
tween him and a French Nobleman was the con- 
ſequence of this buſineſs, in which they both were 
dan gerouſſy wornded. 


p 


E a tedious AY ARES» Lord Dorville 1 


turned to England, determined to clear his ho- 
nour from the unjuſt opinion which had operated 
ſo deſtructively on his happineſs : The Earl was 
ſhocked and afflicted at beholding che effects grief 


7 and 


clined converſing with him, and putting a papgr 


[ 191 J | 
and diſappointment had produced on the health | 
and ſpirits of his ſon, but it was too late to re- 
medy his nne : | 


| Sond Dorville cadets wiſhed to explain to 
Lady Bruin the meanb that had been practiſed to 
injure him in her opinion: He wrote to her a de- 
tail of the ſteps taken to diſunite them; and re- 
queſted that ſhe would ſee him once, that he might 
bid her an eternal adieu, as he was determin'd to 


paſs the remainder of his days on the Continent. 


To this letter ſhe returned no reply, but on re- 


ceiving another entreating-her to meet him the 
enſuing evening at a Maſquerade, if ſhe wiſhed 
to avoid driving him to deſpair, and preventing 
him from viſiting her at her own houſe; ſhe ſent 
him a billet informing him ſhe. would be at the 
Maſquerade in the dreſs of a Florentine Peaſant, 
and that he would diſtinguiſh her by her being 
accompanied by a Shepherdeſs and a Hebe. 
In conſequence of this notice, Lord Dorville re- 


paired to the Pantheon in a Spaniſh dreſs, and 
ſoon ſingled out his fair Peaſant, but ſhe de- 


containing the following lines into his hand, haſ- 
tily quitted him: 


« To 


= 


18 


ll 
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Ke To what purpoſe do you attempt to revive” 
ſentiments, - and remind me of vows fate has 
rendered it impoſlible to fulfil ; theſe ſentiments 


were entertained when I was at liberty to make 


ad choice, but my fituation is now totally altered, 


and you have nothing to expect but my reſent- 


ment if you perſiſt in a conduct that tends at once 
to diſhonour my charaQer and diſtreſs my mind, 


If you really feel any remains of reſpe& or con- 


ſideration for me, you will deſiſt from this per- 


ſecution. I have entered into a line of duty 
which I will ſtriciy fulfil. I do not doubt but 
our - ſeparation was effected by unwarrantable 
means, but dircumſtances render it now juſt and 
indiſpenſible, and every effort you in future make 


to ſee me or write to me, will deſtroy that good 


opinion of your honour and worth, which I at 
preſent entertain. > a 


Adiied, oe ever?” ©. 


Such was the billet Lady Bruin gave to the 


Maſk in the habit of a Spaniard, at the Maſ- 
querade in my preſence, which incident had ſo 


degraded her in my opinion, and induced me to 


form ſuch ſuſpicions to her diſadvantage, as all 
ks = 


A 


— 


75 | 
my: knowledge of her good qualities could not 
remove till this explanation. A ſtriking proof 
that even the moſt virtuous actions are liable 
to miſconſtruction, if not regulated by pru- 


The Letter of Lady Bruin put a final end to 
all Lord Dorville's attempts to force himſelf into 
her preſence. He was for ſome time prevented 
from fulfilling has purpoſe of going abroad by an 
illneſs which ſeized his father, but when the 
Earl's health was re-eſtabliſhed, he reſumed it. 


His conſtitution being viſibly impaired, his 
Phyſicians adviſed a reſidence in the South of 


France; and at the time he was going thi- 
ther, I firſt had the good fortune of meeting 
him, | > 


During his ſtay at Montpelier, Sir Charles 
Bruin died, and bequeathed his entire fortune to 
his amiable wife. Lord Dorville did not receive 
this intelligence till we were at Spa, when his 
father wrote to him to come and put in his claim 


ſor the fair widow. 8 
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I 
In conſequence of this he ſet out for Eng- 
land, and, a ſhort time before my return thi- 
ther, became the huſband of the woman whoſe 


virtue and merit riveted the attachment with 
awhich her beauty had inſpired his heart. 


CHAP. 


E 


CHAP. XCll 
Meeting with _ O F riends,—Conclufion of 
the Adventures of one of the _ former 
5 ellow Travellers. . 


A FTER PEEL my ſincere congratula- 
tions on this happy denoument, I begged 
Lady Dorville would give me ſome intelligence of 
the little ward ſhe had taken under her protec- 
tion? « Emily is well (returned her Ladyſhip) 
and is likely to anſwer the wiſhes of her amiable ' 
mother, I have faithfully diſcharged the truſt - 
that worthy woman repoſed in me at her dying 
hour, and have the ſatisfaction to think her child 
has not felt the want of a parent's care.” 1 
aſked if ſhe was now with her? No (replied 
Lady Dorville) ſhe went a few days ago to Lon- 
don with a lady, a friend of mine who reſides 
generally with me, but you ſhall ſee her to-mor- 
row at Berkeley-Square, I intend going to town 
with my Lord who 1s called thither on buſineſs, 
and I will then have the pleaſure of preſenting 
her to you.“ 


K 2 


[ 16 J 
Having thus diſcovered Lord Dorville's engage- 
ment of returning to town, I made no mention of 
my having had an intention of ſtaying ſome days 
at his ſeat ; we ſpent a truly agreeable day, and 
ſet out for town ſoon after breakfaſt the next 


As ſoon as we reach'd the city I bid a ſhort 
adieu to my friends, and went to Rymer's houſs, 
where I had the pleaſure of meeting him, his 
wife, and Henry, who was grown ſo tall that I 
ſhould not have recognized him, had he not borne 
ſuch a ſtrong reſemblance to my worthy deceaſed 
friend. I view'd him with an undefineable mix- 
ture of grief and tenderneſs, and felt the affec- 
tion I bore the.father, renewed and heightened, 
whilſt I gazed upon his orphan repreſentative. 


1 found that the benevolent poet had taken 
uncommon pains in educating his young charge, 
and had called in the aſſiſtance of the beſt maſ- 
ters in Ireland, for the purpoſe of giving him 
every inſtruction and accompliſhment. I extoll'd 
the fidelity with which Rymer diſcharged the 
promiſe he had made to our dying friend. Ah 
Townly. (returned he) that friend was an honour 
and an ornament to human nature, and it ſhall 
| not 


[ 199 ] 
not be my fault if his ſon does not purſue his ex- 


| ample.” 


— 


An emotion ariſing from the mention of our 
departed friend, put a ſtop to our diſcourſe for 
ſome moments. Rymer broke the filence, by 
kindly i inquiring into the incidents of my fortune 
fince I had written to him from Paris, and why 
F had never anſwered a letter he had ſent me in 
return for that, or complied with an invitation 
it contained, to come and live with him f in  Ire- 
land? 


I affur'd him his letter never reach'd my hands 
—lt is probable it came to the houſe of Ma- 
dame F after I had left Paris, by which 
means the kind intentions of my friend were fruſ- 
trated. f | 


* . 


«« Well (cried Rymer) it is not yet too late 
to comply with the material part of it., Fortune 
has been kind to me; my income is upwards of 
a thouſand pounds per annum: come and fhare i 
till we can ftrike out ſome better method for your 
eftabliſhment, and be aſſured if my purſe or in- 
fluence can puſh on your intereſt, they are heandly 
at your ſervice.” — 
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I thank'd Rymer for his ſriendly offer, but told 


him in general terms that my circumſtances were 
much reverſed; at which he EIS: ſincere 
— K 
« But (cried he) you muſt take a trip to 
Ireland when we return thither notwithſtanding. 
You will find it a land abounding with generoſity, 
hoſpitality, and honeſt hearts. — My wife will give 
you curds and cream from her dairy, and J will 
read you the deſcriptive poems the beautiful 
proſpects from our houſe (which is finely ſitu- 
ated) tempted me to make.—Henry too will 
play with you at rackets, and ſhew you the 
copſe where the ſweeteſt nuts grow, wont you 


Henry ? 


, Indeed I will (ſaid Henry) for he is the 
 Townly, you told me Papa loved, and I will 
love him too.“ 


Mr. and Mrs. Rymer urg'd me ſo preſſingly to 
ſtay dinner with them, that I complied. 


« We ſhall have no addition to our company 
(faid Rymer) but one of our Iriſh neighbours, 
who travelled with us hither, a very honeſt reſpec- 

| table 
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table man, thotgh wholly unconformable to the 
rules of Pariſian politeneſs.” | | 


This deſcription” reminded” me ſo ſtrongly of 


my old acquaintance Me Cannon, that I enquired. 


| if Rymer had ever met a perſon of that name in. 
Ireland, who was a half pay. Officer ? 


„My expected gueſt is the very man I be- 
heve (returned Rymer) pray is, he not a re- 
markably tall man, who ſerved a long time 
in America, and ſpeaks with an. uncommon 
brogue ?”” 3 


I was going to reply in the affirmative, when 
Me Cannon put the matter beyond doubt. — The 
moment he caſt his eyes upon me, he advanced 


joyfully, «© Upon my ſalvation young gentle- 
man (ſaid he) although I can't remember your 
name; becauſe I never knew it, I'm glad to ſee 


you well.“ 


. or” 


1 thank'd him, and expreſs'd great pleaſure 
at this unexpected encounter. Why yes faith 


it is ſtrange enough (ſaid he) that we two that 


were going to France ſhould be here in Enge 
land; tis an old ſaying and a true one, people 
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meet when hills and 1 . ys "but bro 


is neither here nor there. 


| Recellofing 2 the friendly offer of Me Cannon 
at Dover, when he imagined I was diſtreſs'd for 
money, I was eager to know if it was in my 
power to do him any ſervice. I therefore en- 
quired if his buſineſs in France had ans ac- 
cording to his 9/2 9969) ay 9 557 


*% 


« As for the matter of ſaceefs lr he) 


1 had none at all to boaſt of, for had 1 gone to 
Grim Tartary 1 would have met with as much 
kindneſs as I did from my own mother's brother ; 
at firſt he was rather civil, but when I told him 


1 had no money at all but a little, and was come 


from ſweet Ireland in hopes he would do for me; 


inſtead of being glad, upon my conſcience he 


look'd for all the world as if he wiſh'd me where 
the herring built his neſt. He ſaid he wondered 
at my unreaſonableneſs ; that for his own part 
he was but a poor man, (which was a bouncing 
he for he was as fat as a brawn) and that though 
he had a benefice he was no more than tenant 
2 ues and muſt rake care of himſelf FD 
* 


„ Tenant 


at Prey ws ©; * Ly 


20 
Tenant for life, ſays I; what the Devil 
more need you be ? ſure you will want nothing 


to eat after you are > Send. In ſhort, the upfhot | 


of the diſcdurſe was, that he bid me quit his 
| houſe, and only for the good-nature of his“ Vi- 
caire, as he call'd him, though, by the bye, he 
was only his Curate, I would have been badly” 


» 


This young fellow, who was a eountryman 5 
of our own, invited me to his own place, and 
treated me with the beſt it afforded: after din- 


ner, while we were taking a chearful glaſs, as we 


do in Ireland, he told me he was ſorry to find I 


met ſuch a reception from my Uncle, and aid 
that before I tome fo far, Iought to have thought” 


upon t Chill Bla.— 


„My welcome was, chilt enough; upon my 
ſalvation, (ſays I) but my dear friend what 
would you adviſe me to do? To make the: beſt 
of your way back again by all means (ſays he) 
even though you have but little 5 to carry 


* In France the Rector is {tiled Le Cure, and his 


aſſiſtant Ie Vicaire. 


It is ſuppoſed the Vicaire meant Gil Blas, | 
K 5 you: 


—— 
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you: I have not caſh to ſpare myſelf, but FI 
give you a letter to a Convent of Engliſh Friars 
at Paris, and as you are their countryman, may 

be they'd be after n + 

« Well what wou'd you have of it? I makes 
' the beſt of my way with this letter to Paris,— 
and though the Friars gave me nothing at all 
only a belly-full of ftock-fiſh and Burgundy, 
it being a faſt-day, yet their friendſhip was a 
good thing to me afterwards, as you ſhall 


„Finding money was not to be had at the 
Convent, I bethought myſelf of applying to ſome 
of the Iriſh officers in the French ſervice to lend 
me as much as wou'd carry me home; but I im- 
mediately unbethought myſelf of that, as I knew 
by experience when myſelf was an officer, I had 
enough to do with what I dearly earned. So 
being at my wits end I fell to conſidering ſenſi- 
bly, but before I had time to come to a reſolu- 
tion it was driven out of my head by an uproar 
at a houſe in the ns * which I was 


paſſing. 


— 


1 1 

J aſk'd what the matter was? and wich 
much ado made a ſhift to underſtand it was 
about a young woman who had come from 
England with a fellow, who when he had got 
her in a ſtrange place, robb'd her of a great 
deal of jewels and fine cloaths, and left her in 
the lurch. Pitying the poor creature's con- 
dition, I ſtepp'd in to aſk if I could be- 
friend her, and Who * ſhe be but my 
own wife. 


« Arrah my Dear (ſays I] this is the ſecond ' 
time of your ſurpriſing me ;—and ſo it was, for 
when I married her, I thought as well of her as 
well could be, and never, dream'd any body ſuf. | 
peed the contrary, till I received a unanimous 
letter to open my eyes ;—but as I was telling - 
you, ſhe was plaguily out of countenance at 
meeting me;—but after a good deal of palaver 
ſhe told me that ſhe had been impoſed upon by a 

fellow who pretended he was a Marquis, and 
offered to marry her if ſhe would come to France 
with him. | | 


% Horey (ſays I) I wonder when you found 
you could not act dutifully by one huſband, you 
| would 
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would think of lawfully marrying iber before 
he was dead. She own'd what I ſaid was true, 
and finding her ſo reaſonable, I talk d great 
deal to her about the ſort of life ſhe led, till 
at laſt ſhe declared he N ry voa 
reform, — 

« „Well then, fays I, flace that is the caſe, | 
Il put yen into a Convent here and pay your 
penſion. You ſhall” want for nothing in my 
| power to make you happy, and put you in 
a way of faving your poor ſoul, which you 
+ ought to think of in time, becauſe if you were 
to live for ever you muſt die at laſt, She cried 
plentifully, and bleſs'd *me for my goodyels t to | 
ber. | 


* 4s 1 went to the Superior of the Friars. Con- 
vent, and told him the whole fiory » ward for 
word. He gave me a letter to the Abbeſs of 
2 Monaſtery nine leagues from Paris, in which 
he went ſecurity for the payment of half a year's 
penſion for my wife till I could remit it, and fo 
I put her into a place of confinement, where 
Aa has Muy cnough. h zen blu nog 


« Well 
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„ Well my dear, after this I meets a friend 

who lent me money to bring me home, and 
by the time I got there, my brother Thady 

was dead and buried, and his land and ſub- 

ſtance had fallen to me; ſince when, I have 

lived merrily and wanted for nothing. I ſend 

my wife a decent allowance yearly, and hear ſhe 

| behaves very well. 
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« And now my dear I have told you all about 

it, only that hearing a war was likely to break 

out, I came over to tell the Secretary at War 
that I deſired to ſerve his Majeſty and my coun- 

try, — and by my ſalvation I would do it with as 

hearty a good will now, as I did when I had 

nothing to eat but the bread he gave me; 
but it ſeems the report of a War was a falſe 

one; and ſo I am going back again to plant 

my potatoes as the Emperor St. Sennatus did 

in the time of the Roman Republic, as our 

Major uſed to tell us, when J ſerved in Ame. 
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I congratulated Me Cannon on the happy 
turn in his affairs, and ſoon after dinner, left 


> — — 
; * 


n 
him and the Poet to take their glaſs, being de- 
ſirous of calling at Groſvenor-Square, before I 


went to fulfil my promiſe of ſpending the even- 
ing at Lord Dorville's. 
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CHAP. XC. 


* In which the Author at laſt begins to think of get- 
x. ting a Wife. 8 


N my arrival at Mr. Cleland's, I found my 


friend Letitia in great ſpirits going to viſit 
- Miſs Grantham, who was juſt returned from 
Bath, whither ſhe had attended her father, who 


was in a bad ſtate of health. She inform'd me 


Mr. Cleland and my father were gone on an ex- 
curſion to Windfor, but meant to return that 


night, and that Belmore was to be her ſquire on 


the viſit. 


Thus at full liberty to diſpoſe of my evening, 
I repaired to Berkeley-Square, where I was re- 
ceived by the owners of the manſion, and little 


Emily, who recollected having ſeen me before, 
and flew to me with the moſt endearing affec- 


tion. 


After ſome time Wine in cling chat, Lord 


Dorville aſk'd me if I had lately got any ac- 
count of Filmer and his family ?—I ftarted at 
hearing him introduce ſuch a theme, and in 

great 
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great diſorder replied I had not, but that I ſup- 
poſed he was in England, as I had ſeen his lady 
and Miſs Grub at the Theatre fince my ar- 


rival. ; 


« You have ſeen Carbline then (ſaid his Lord- 
ſhip careleſsly) well, and prithee how did you 
feel your heart?“ Hurt to the ſoul at the un- 
feelingneſs of his manner, I aroſe haſtily in or- 
der to retire, but before I could effect my pur- 
poſe Lady Dorville interfered. | 

Dear Charles (ſaid ſhe).do not miſinterpret 
my lord's motive for making this interrogation, 
no "perſon wiſhes for your happineſs with more 
fincerity than he does.” — | 


« 'True (cried Lord Dorville,) and for that 
reaſon I would have him drive all attachments 
from his heart, but ſuch as are conformable to 
his reaſon, and conducive to his welfare.—Nay 
Charles, I entreat before you reply, you will 
hear a propoſal I am about to make. You are 
convinced the woman you lov'd is ungrateful 
and unworthy, why then will you devote to her 
thoſe affections, which properly directed, would 
eſtabliſh your happineſs; it is an unpardonable 
weakneſs, and I love you too well to ſuffer you 
| f > 


E 
to remain any longer the victim of illuſion. 
There is a lady of merit, — beauty, and large 


fortune, whom you muſt ſee, and addreſs, and 


to whom I moſt earneſtly wiſh you married.“ 


x Hold my lord (interrupted T) this is too a 3 


does friendſhip authorize the inflicting wounds 
on the heart whoſe peace we profeſs to hold 
dear ? Great heaven Ho- have I deſerved 
your unkindneſs in ſuch a degree, as to force 
you to change your nature, and treat with inhu- 
manity an object of compaſſion ?—I can never 
love, I can never be happy with any other wo- 
man than Caroline; and ſhe has ſlighted my at- 
tachment, and b my peace of mind for 
ever | | K 


% 


Lou hear the charge—(cried Lord Dorville, 


throwing open the door of the adjacent draw- 


ing- room) come forch—and 1 guilty or not 
* pEY 


* 


3% Fr 


70 Not . upon my honour (cried Miſs 
Grub— who entered leading in Caroline)—here 
is the faithful miſtreſs of a true Knight, ſtill un- 
ſhackled by the fetters of Hymen, and at fall 
liberty to reward his conſtancy.“ 
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Words have no name for the ſenſation I: felt 
in this intereſting moment. Surprize, amaze- 
ment, joy, ten thouſand varying emotions flut- 
tered at my heart.— My Caroline (cried I) and 
are you not the wife of Filmer? and will you yet 
be mine ? All gracious Providence! Why did I 
doubt or deſpair ? = 

< I never ceaſed one moment to be your's (cried 
the dear girl, in a voice broketi by weeping) — 
never ſwerv'd even in thought from the vows I 
gave you. We have been cruelly deceived.” 


2 

« Nay (interrupted Lady Dorville) this is 
breaking in on the taſk aſſign'd to me; you 
know the hero and. heroine muſt never relate 
their own adventures, that is the province of the 
truſty *ſquire, or diſcreet confidante ; I am to 
unravel to Charles the adverſe incidents which 
wrought your ſeparation ;—but my good folks if 
you don't moderate your agitations, we have ſtil} 
to apprehend: ſome diſaſtrous cataſtrophe.“ 


How doubly fweet is the attainment of a feli- 
city we have deſpaired of poſſefling !—the long, 
long hours of grief and anxiety I had ſuffered | 
from hopeleſs love—the heart-felt pangs of dif- 

N | appointment 
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appointment—the ſoyleſs proſpects which had 

caſt ſuch gloomy deſpondence over my mind, 
were all obliterated, all overpaid by this happy 

ecclaireiſſement. The object of my affections 1 

was reſtored to my eſteem.— I was re- united with "Ml 
my kindred ſoul,-Oh bounteous heaven (cried | 

I) we will part no more. We will paſs the days 

you have numbered to us, in mutual tenderneſs ; _ 

and when you ſend the miniſter of Fate to ſtrike 

the blow that muſt put a period to our mortal ex- 

iſtence, we will fink undivided to the grave. 
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CHAP. XCIV. 


More Retroſpe&ive Views. 


UR friends, eager to divert the impreſſions 
of our recent meeting, which were intereſt- 


ing and affecting even to a painful degree, en- 


deavoured to give a new turn to our ideas. The 
lively Miſs Grub, whom I was (now that my 


pirejudices were removed) ſincerely glad to ſee, 
rallied me for having let my love entirely get 


the better of my gallantry. 


Not a civil thing have you ſaid to me upon 


our unexpected meeting (cried ſhe)—Well cer- 


tainly your true lovers are the moſt mopiſh. metals | 


in nature. 


© Hold, hold (cried Lady Dorville) I am de- 
termined to monopolize the diſcourſe of this 


evening, therefore go you and pour out tea- 
And now Charles, lend me your attention whilſt 


I unfold the myſterious circumſtances which have 


cauſed . 
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cauſed you ſo much uneaſineſs. 1 muſt deduce 
my tale from a diſtant period, in order to be ex, 
plicit ; I will therefore go back to the time of 
your refidence in France. 


The morning after the rencounter between you 
and Filmer, in conſequence of which you were 
confined in the Chatelet, the Abbe waited upon 
the Archbiſhop of Paris (to whoſe jurisdictian the 
Convent where Caroline lodged, belongs) and re- 
preſented to him that great ſcandal had' ariſen 
from. the conduct of a young Engliſh lady, a pen- 
ſioner there, who was carrying on a love affair 
with a r ſharper of her own country; to avaid whom 
her friends had ſent her to France, and that a 
quarrel had the preceding day taken place be- 
tween this lover and another admirer of the lady, 
which was pr8duQtive of a duel, that was fought * 
juſt before the gates of the Convent. | 1 | i 5 


« The Abbe therefore petitioned that the young 
lady ſhould be removed to ſome other Convefit, 
where ſhe might be more ſtrictly confined, and the 
like diforders prevented, until her brother, whom 
he daily expected, ſhould arrive to take her into 
his own care. 


This 


1 24 J 

This requiſition was inſtantly complied with.— 

The Archbiſhop iſſued an order for the removal 
of Caroline Montford, and ſhe was carried away 
from her Protectreſs (who no more than herſelf 
could imagine the reaſon of ſuch a mandate) to 
the Convent of St. Eutrope, near four leagues 
diſtant from Paris, where ſhe was forbid from 


going to the grate, or ſeeing any viſitor what- 
ſover, without a licence from the Archbiſhop. 


It is eaſy to imagine the aſtoniſhment of 


Caroline, on this proceeding, which on account 


of the Archbiſhop's interference, -puzzled her ex- 
ecedingly. But in a ſhort time, her doubts were 


ſolved. 


« The Abbe, authoriſed by the Archbiſhop's 
permiſſion, viſited her. Without giving her tim e 
to complain of the deprival of her liberty, he 
addreſſed her as a friend who pitied her for the 
perſecution ſhe ſuffered from Filmer, and was 
ſincerely inclined to ſerve her. He then pro- 
ceeded to inform her of the ſteps which had 
been taken to procure her confinement, acknow- 
ledged that his indigent circumſtances and de- 
pendance on the bounty of Filmer, had forced 
him to abet his ſchemes thus far, but that he 
unfeignedly repented his part of the tranſaction, 

| and 


L 45 
and would give her every afliſtance in his power, 
to eſcape the machinations of her enemy. | 
„ He adviſed her to write to her friends to in- 
form them where ſhe was, and deſire their aſſiſt- 
ance; and then taking out writing materials, 
which he had, brought for .the purpoſe, he told 
her he would ungertake to forward her letters 
«Carefully —— | 
% Caroline heſitated to give credit to a man 

of whom ſhe had form'd a very bad opinion, but 
not being able to conceive that her compliance 
could be turn'd to any bad purpoſe, and deſpair- 
ing of any .other chance of regaining her free- 
dom, ſhe determined to truſt the profeſſions he 
made. gs ; 
She traced a few haſty lines to the good Ab- 
beſs, in which ſhe briefly expreſs'd her fitua- 
tion; her dread of Filmer's taking ſome new 
means of getting her entirely into his power ; and 
conjuring her immediate afliſtance in having the 
affair cleared up to the Archbiſhop, and letting 
him know how his authority had been abuſed for 
the worſt purpoſes. 


« This 
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« This billet the Abbs folded up and encloſed 


in a cover; but now a material deficiency occur- 
red. He had not brought either wax or wafers, 
Caroline ran to al ſome of the penſioners to 
ſupply this want, and during her ſhort abſence; 
the Abbe ſubſtituted in the place of her letter one 
he had brought ready prepared for the occaſion, 
calculated to puta ſtop to folnEEhquiries-the kind 


Abbeſs had ſet on foot in regard to Caroline's re- 


moval, which if purſued, wou'd have diſabuſed 
the Archbiſhop too ſoon for the purpoſes 05 the 
confederacy. | 


« The characters of this billet were written in 
a hand ſo like Caroline's, that t they might deceive 
the moſt accurate eye; and this forgery he ac- 
compliſhed with eaſe, by having in his poſſeſſion 
a letter Caroline wrote to you at Dover, which he 
found in your pocket-book, when you left your 
trunks at Filmer's, and reſerved for further uſe. 
—Caroline return'd, ſealed up the cover haſtily, 
for fear of interruption, and impreſſed 1 it with her 
own ſeal.— 

The abbẽ took a reſpectful leave, ſoleminly 
aſſuring her it ſhould be ſafely delivered without 
 delay;—He fulfilled his promiſe in forwarding the 

. letter 
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letter to the Abbeſs, and it put an effectual flop 
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to her efforts, as it brought her an account of 
Caroline being married to Filmer. 


This previous ſtep taken, the next part of 
the ſcheme of theſe wicked. aſſociates was to get 
Caroline into their poſſeſſion ; and this the Abbé 
reſolved to effect by his uſual aſſiſtants, courage, 
and cunning. By his direction Filmer applied 


for a paſſport for an Engliſh gentleman of the 


name of Montford, with his fiſter and ſervants, 
to go from Calais to Dover.— Filmer found no 
difficulty in getting this, as he was known to be 
a man of diſtinction, and as ſuch unlikely to 
hazard being concerned in any impoſition. 
This paſsport was to continue in force fix 


weeks. 


« Provided with this, Filmer and the Abbe 
waited on the Archbiſhop.— The Abbe announ- 


* ced Filmer as the brother of Caroline Montford, 


who had come to carry her home; to corroborate 
this aſſertion, in the courſe of converſation, the 
pretended Mr. Montford ſhew'd the paſſport he 


mad got for the purpoſe: in fine, ſo ſpeciouſly 


was the affair conducted, that the Archbiſhop 


was on the point of giving orders for Caroline's 
Vol. III L being 
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being delivered up to her brother; when it was 
ſignified that one of the Prince's of the Blood 
was come to viſit him, which cauſed the concluſion 
of this buſineſs to be unavoidably poſtponed till 
he was more at leiſure. 


EIn order to have à place in readineſs for 
Caroline's reception, on her being taken out of 
the Convent, Filmer on the Abbe's ſuggeſtion, 
removed his family to Verſailles, previous to his 
waiting on the Archbiſhop, leaving only the 
French Valet, who was the Abbe's creature, in 
the houſe at Paris. 


« Thus were all matters pre-concerted for the 
accompliſhment of this baſe ſcheme ;—but hea- 
ven interpoſed in the moment they thought them- 
ſelves certain of ſucceſs. —You were {et at liber- 
ty.—The Abbe met you in the ſtreet. —He knew 
your enlargement from the Baſtile could not have 
been effected unleſs he had been betrayed by the 
| Perſon he had bribed to aſſiſt him in his proceed- 


ings againſt you, 


« Conſternation and confuſion ſeized him, con- 
ſcious that ſevere puniſhment awaited his actions; 
he took the inſtant opportunity of evading the 

$ power 


C 
power of juſtice, He flew to Filmer's houſe, 
dreſt himſelf in a ſuit of ſcarlet cloaths he 
found in his wardrobe, and put on a bag and 
ſword. _ : 7 


« He then diſpatched the Valet to Verſailles, 
to inform Filmer of this diſaſter, and warn him 
he was in danger of being apprehended as his 
aſſociate, unleſs he ſpeedily made off to England, 
and that he would alſo adviſe him to bring away 
Miſs Grub, left ſhe ſhould be ſubje& to ill treat- 
ment upon the ſuppoſition of her being an ac- 
complice in their unlucky ſchemes: he added, 
that he was juſt going to take poſt for Calais, 
where he would wait their arrival; and that the 
paſſport which was procured for the purpoſe of 
impoſing on the Archbiſhop, wou'd now anſwer: 
for effecting their eſcape. This done, he ordered 
a carriage to wait without the Porte St. Denis, 
walk'd out of the city, and from thence proceed- 
ed with all expedition to Calais. | | 


% Filmer was on his way from Verſailles: to 
Paris to renew his application to the Archbiſhop, 
when he received the Abbe's letter. Struck with, 
terror at the intelligence it contained, he flew | 
hack to Verſailles, hurried Miſs Grub and Ma- 
L 2 dame 
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dame La Blonde into a carriage, and ſet out 
without acquainting them with the cauſe of this 
expedition, or the place of their deſtination. In 
this flight he took no attendant but the French 
ſervant who brought the Abbe's expreſs, the reſt 
of his ſuite he ordered to Paris, telling them 
that he and the ladies were going to Chantilli, 
and would return to Paris at the end of the 
week. | | 


« Miſs Grub, ſurprized at the velocity of 
their movement, and the length of the journey, 
queſtioned her brother on the cauſe of his hurry, 
but he evaded her enquiries, until they arrived 
within half a league of Calais, when they were 
met by the Abbe mounted upon a bidet, and 
dreſſed in his newly aſſumed habit. After paying 
his.compliments, he requeſted Filmer would alight 
from the carriage as he had ſomething particular 
to tell him. 


He then informed him that orders had been 
ſent to Calais to arreſt him if he ſhould come 
thither on his way to England: —“ You will be 
undone (ſaid he) if you enter the town, for your 
perſon is ſo minutely deſcribed that you muſt 
| infallibly be known the moment you appear,—lI 
have 


WE 
have had the good fortune by mere accident to 
diſcover this in time, and I have purchaſed this 


bidet in order to furniſh you with means of eſcap- 
ing to ſome part of the Auſtrian dominions, where 
alone you can be ſafe from the power of your 
enemies,” - 


Filmer was terrified beyond meaſure at this in- 
formation, and urged by the firſt impulſe, was 
jnſt about to mount the bidet and gallop off, 
when a recolle&ion of the fituation in which his 
ſiſter muſt be left checked his ſpeed :—He men- 
oned this difficulty to the Abbe, who replied, that 
he had no other chance of getting away than 

what he had mention'd, and if he did not inftant- 

ly determine, even that would be loſt.—< As for 
taking Miſs Grub with you, (continued he) as 

- it would retard your progreſs, it is not to be 
thought of,—lIt was an unlucky . circumſtance that 
I adviſed you to bring her away, but we muſt con- 
trive to make the beſt of it: Give me the paſſ- 
port; although I have been mentioned in the no- 
tice ſent to the commandant, this diſguiſe effectu- 
ally ſecures me from being known ;—I will call 
myſelf Montford, ſay the Lady is my ſiſter, and 
ſo ſafely convey her to England, and give her 
up to her friends there.“ Ft: | 
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« My dear friend (cried Filmer) how much 
I am indebted to your abilities and council, will 
you then take my ſiſter to England and give her 
up to my father? he will be as mad as the ven- 


geance no doubt, when he hears fan this prank, 
but no matter for that.” 


ce I will do every thing in my power (ſaid the 
Abbe) to promote your ſatisfaftion ; you know 
you may command me — Turn off directly with- 
out entering the town — Make the beſt of your 
way to Dunkirk, from whence you can eaffly 
get to Ghent or Bruges, where you _ ſet your 
purſuers at defiance.” 


Filmer after vowing eternal gratitude to his 
friend, explained to his ſiſter in a few words 
that he was under a neceſſity of quitting her, 
and that ſhe muſt make the voyage to England, 
attended by Madame La Blonde and the French 
Valet, under the Abbe's protection. 


© Miſs Grub was ſurprized and greatly diſſatis- 

fied with this arrangement, but her brother 
was too much in a hurry to attend to her ex- 
poſtulations, he told her abruptly, that if ſhe 
did 
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CHAP. XCV. 


The ſame Subject concluded. 


* E moment Filmer was out of fight the 
| Abbe addreſſed Miſs Grub with the moſt 
inſinuating reſpect, and told her that her bro- 
ther's flight was in conſequence of his having 
killed a French Man of Quality in a duel, and 
that her ſtay in France (as ſhe was publicly known 
to be the ſiſter of Mr. Filmer) might, be atten- 
ded with very diſagreeable conſequences : as 
the reſentment of a powerful family had been 
incurred by this unfortunate event ; Miſs Grub 
thought this reaſon inſufficient, and declared ſhe 
would return to Paris, and place herſelf under 
the protection of the Abbeſs to whoſe care her 
father had committed her, until ſhe knew if it 
was his pleaſure ſhe ſhould return to England. 


Conſider che conſequences of ſuch a ſtep 
Madam (cried the Abbe) the laws againſt duel- 


ling are extremely penal here, your brother 18 
conſidered 


C 
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conſidered as a murderer, you will be arreſted 

and impriſoned for being aſſiſting in his eſcape, - 
and perhaps obliged to give information of the 
route he has taken ; tis certain he acted im- 
prudently in bringing you away with him, but 
it would be an ill return for the tenderneſs which 
prompted him to that action, to occaſion his 
falling into the hands of enemies who would pu- 
maſh him without mercy.” 

This was putting the ſubject in a light Miſs 
Grub could not withſtand :—She com plied 
againſt her judgment and her inclination to | 
be conducted by the Abbe ; he eſcorted her and 
her attendant to Calais, where he had no fear 
of being detained ; the whole ftory of the de- 
ſign to arreſt Filmer being fabricated to im- 
poſe upon him. 

Juſt as they reached the city, a Pacquet was 
ready to fail ; The Abbe produced the paſſport 
they all embarked without oppoſition, and were . 
ſafely landed in England. | 


As ſoon as they arrived at an Innin Dover, 
Miſs Grub thanked the Abbe for his care and 
politeneſs, and defired to have a chaiſe got 

L 5 ready 
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ready for Madame La Blonde and her, and a 
horſe for her ſervant. : 


6 Why prithee (faid he) whither do you 
mean to go?” - 


« To my father (replied Miſs Grub, afto- 
niſhed by his interrogation)—and pray by what 
authority do you queſtion me? 


« By a very juſt and legal one (ſaid he) by 
that of a huſband !” 

« Huſband ! (cried Miſs Grub) good heaven 
do I dream !” 


« Come, come (interrupted the Abbe) this 
is idle talking ;—1 aſſert that you are my wife, 
and you will find jt difficult to diſprove it ; 
Madame La Blonde and your Valet are both 
ready to depoſe they were preſent at the cere- 
mony of our marriage in France, and your 
coming away with me from thence is an indu- 


bitable confirmation.” 


Miſs Grub fhocked and aſtoniſhed at this 
impudent falſhood, gazed on him in filence, 
which he miner preted in his favour, and 

ſoftening 
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ſoftening his voice he threw himſelf on his 
knees ;—* I have loved you (faid he) from 
the firſt moment I beheld you, this attach- 
ment has directed all my actions, and I am 
determin'd to relinquiſh life before I part with 
you.” | 


This audacious declaration awakened Miſs - 
Grub from her reverie, ſhe ſurveyed him with 
ineffable contempt, and aſked him if indeed he 
was ſo filly as to imagine he could "reap any 
benefit from ſuch a ſhallow artifice. 


The Abbe incenſed at her air of diſdain, 
ftarted up and told her, that ſhallow as ſhe deem- 
ed his ſcheme, ſhe would find it anſwer his 
purpoſe, Not (added he fiercely) that I feel 
the leaſt degree of the paſſion I profeſſed j—_ 
No my only wiſh is to ſecure the poſſeſſion of 
your fortune, i | 


« You can be ſincere I find (faid Miſs Grub} 
but before you employed fo much fine contrivance 
you ought to have been certam my fortune was 
in my own diſpoſal. Poor Chevalier, you have 
deceived your friend—betrayed the confidence 
he repoſed in you——and played the Sharper 

| > 
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nothing !—) have not a ſous independent of my 
father, and I do not think your great abilities 
will induce him to part with his money, any 
more than your perſonal attractions did his 
daughter to beſtow you her heart.” 


« Tt is to no purpoſe (ſaid the Abbe) to 
attempt to perſuade me that you are depen- 
dant on your father ;—I know from your bro- 
ther's authority, that your aunt left you fix thou- 
ſand pounds, and that will anſwer my preſent 
occaſions :—Nay do not interrupt me :—If you 
are wiſe you will ſee it is your intereſt to con- 
cur with me.—l have an infallible ſcheme to ali- 
enate your father's favour from your brother, 
and transfer it to you and me.— Join with me 
in conducting this buſineſs, and you ſhall be an 


equal ſharer with me in your father's wealth.” 


« Tt is amazing (cried Miſs Grub) with 
what facility you adjuſt your plans, merely from 
having ſhaken off the incumbrances of honeſty 
and honour.— It is rather an unfortunate cir- 
cumſtance tho' that the fix thouſand pounds 
you mention have been left under a certain in- 
convenient reſtriction of my marrying with the 
conſent of my father, or forfeiting the bequeſt.”* 

.*. 
« S'death 
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« 'death (faid the Abbe farting] is it 
poſſible 8 | 


— 


p Abſolute fact upon my honour (cried Miſs 
Grub) You ſee how idly you have employed 
your talents and thrown away your time: My 
truſty duenna too (purſued the, turning to Ma- 
dame La Blonde) has been led out of the path 
of her real intereſt upon a falſe ſcent ; you both 
will make an admirable figure in a Court of 
Juſtice, for all your fineſſe and chicane ſhall not 
ſcreen you from a rigorous proſecution for this 
attempt to reſtrain my liberty. | 

While Miſs Grub pronounced theſe. words, 
ſhe applied her hand to the bell, and juſt as ſne 
' finiſhed them a Waiter made his appearance, 
whom ſhe ordered to have a carriage made rea- 
dy directly to carry her to London. 


« Hold Madam (cried the Abbẽ with violence) 

I will teach you to dread the wrath of an inju- 
red huſband, whoſe lenity you have abuſed ; 
ſince you are determined to fly from me in 
ſpight of the ſacred ties which bind you, I will 
go to a Magiſrate and obtain an order to 
to ſtop your progreis ; Although a ftranger, I 
| make 


i „ 

make no doubt of getting juſtice and redreſs 
from the excellent laws of England. —With 
theſe words the Abbe haftily quitted the apart- 
ment, N 


Poor Miſs Grub overpowered with vexation 
and terror, burſt into tears, and Madame La 
Blonde took advantage of her apparent diſcom- 
poſure to work upon her fears and endeavour 
to frighten her into a compliance. : 


But the ſcene was ſoon reverſed, for the Abbe 
- Inſtead of going to a Magiſtrate as he had threa- 
tened, went to the next Inn, took poſt horſes, 
and ſet off full gallop towards Portſmouth, 
attended by the Valet. 


| When this intelligence was notified, Madame 
La Blonde became quite outrageous, and ex- 
claimed in the moſt frantic manner againſt the 
Abbe for thus forſaking her, and leaving her 
abandoned to the reſentment of Miſs Grub. 


As her paſſion became exhauſted her terror 
encreaſed. She threw herſelf at Miſs Grub's 
feet, beſought her mercy, and betray'd every 
* | circumſtance 


* 
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circumſtance of the Abb&'s conduct and con- 
trivances fince he had firſt become acquainted 
with Filmer. You may eaſily imagine Mis 
Grub's wonder at this developement, ſhe was 
ſhock'd to find that her brother had taken her 
from the Convent to live with him for the fur- 
therance of his vile purpoſes; but Madame La 
Blonde acquitted him of having had any ſuſpi. 
cion of her real character: he having taken her 
upon the Abbe's recommendation- as a reſpec- 
table perſon, fit to direct and appear with his 
ſiſter. He never knew that ſhe was the con- 
fidante and aſſiſtant of the ſcheme againſt Miſs 
Montford, and ſo completely was he deceived 
that he ſurrendered himſelf to every deluſion, 


and became a dupe to the moſt deſpicable Be- 
ings. 


Among other particulars of Madame La 
Blonde's detail, ſhe mentioned that Miſs Mont- 
ford was removed to the Convent of St. Eutrope, 
and would probably remain there until her 
friends interfered ; and clear'd up the miſrepre- 
ſentations which had wrought her confinement. 


% Madame La Blonde alſo declared that the 
Abte's deſign on Miſs Grub was thought of be- 
| fore 
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fore the reſtoration of your liberty forced Fil- 
mer and him to fly; although the ſcheme for 
effecting it was not methodized; and he deferred 
its accompliſhment in hope of Miſs Montford's 
being carried of by Filmer, from whom he 
expected a reward, out of which he promiſed to 
pay Madame La Blonde liberally for her aſſiſt- 
ance ; the ſudden turn of affairs accelerated his 
project; and his fertile genius inſtantly ſtruck 
out the new plan, which was fruſtrated by Miſs 
Grub's ſpirit and reſolution. 


As ſoon as Madame La Blonde had revealed 
her true character, Miſs Grub conſidering ſhe 
could no longer retain ſuch a perſon about her, 
determined to make an effort ſor her reforma- 
tion. She therefore propoſed to give her twenty 
guineas to return to France, and lead a different 
life from what ſhe had hitherto done, and alſo 
promiſed to remit her the ſame ſum yearly, pro- 
vided ſhe received good accounts of her be- 
haviour. | 


Madame La Blonde was extremely grateful, 
and ſaid ſhe would take a paſſage for Bologne, 
and go from thence to ſettle at Cam- 
bray, where ſhe had ſome relations. Miſs Grub 

ſent 
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ſent to enquire if any opportunity then offered 
for fulfilling this purpoſe, and was inform'd a 
veſſel was ready to ſail in leſs than an hour. 
Madame La Blonde expreſſed great pleaſure at 


hearing this, took a reſpe&tul leave of her bene- 


1 s, and embarked directly. 


a? 


Miſs Grub now left alone, applied to the Miſ- 
treſs of the houſe, to recommend her a female 
attendant. Being provided according to her 
| wiſh, ſhe proceeded to London, and arrived ſafe- 
ly at her father's houſe. 


Mr. Grub was very much ſurprized to ſee her, 
and did not ſeem pleaſed at her intention of tak- 
ing up her dwelling with him, but ſhe appeaſed 


his reſentment for her quitting the Convent, 
without his permiſſion, and de agreed ſhe ſhould 


remain at his houſe. 


Her firſt care after ſhe was ſettled was for the 
reſtoration of Caroline's liberty.—5She recollect- 
ed having heard her mention a friend called 
Lady Bruin, who refided at Bruin Caftle, York- 
ſhire ; and to this friend ſhe wrote, giving infor- 
mation of her confinement at St. Eutrope, 
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At the time this letter reach'd me, I was un- 
der very great uneaſineſs on account of Caro- 
line. I had been ſome time in expectation of 
her arrival in England, to reſide with me, hav- 
ing written to requeſt it, and was alarmed at her 
ſilence and delay. The cauſe thus unfolded, I 
ſent an application to the Engliſh Ambaſſador at 
Paris, and he interfered with ſuch good effect, 


that I ſhortly had the pleaſure * 1 her at 
Bruin Caſtle. 


* are no doubt deſirous to learn ſome ac- 
count of Filmer. He effected his eſcape from 
France, and took up his reſidence at Bruxelles, 
where he fell in with a ſet of gamblers, who 
compleated the ruin of his fortune. His father 
was at the point of death when ſome officious 


perſons informed him of the extravagance and 


ill conduct of his ſon; in conſequence of this in- 
formation he immediately diſinherited him, and 
bequeath'd his whole fortune to Miſs Grub. She 
has ſettled an annuity of L 500. per annum: on 
her brother, wlio is {till abroad. 


Miſs Grub being curious to know what had 
become of the Abbe after his exit from Dover, 
made ſome enquiries on that ſcore, and learnt 

-. mat 


hs... 

that an adventurer, who from deſcription muſt 
have been the Abbe had come to Portſmouth, 
attended by a French ſervant. He announced 
himſelf as a Frenchman of large fortune, who 
was come to England to make a tour of the 
kingdom; his addreſs and manners correſpond - 
ed ſo well with his pretenſions that he eaſily 
form'd a reſpectable circle of acquaintance and 
 ſeem'd ſo pleaſed with the people, and the place, 
that he was apparently induced to prolong his 
ſtay ; but one ill-fated night that he was playing 
at hazard with ſome Naval Officers, he was 
detected in ſubſtituting loaded dice in the place 
of thoſe they were uſing, and obliged to eſcape 
chaſtiſement by flight. Under this diſgrace 
he had the conſolation of reflecting he had 
realized a ſum ſufficient to repleniſh his purſe, 
with which he quitted the town at midnight, 
leaving his Valet to ſhift for himſelf. From 
hence he was traced to London, by one of the 
gentlemen he had cheated, where he evaded the 
ſearch of his purſuer, who was afterwards in- 
form'd he had ſhipp'd himſelf off in a Pac- 
quet bound for India. | 


Caroline had not been long with me before 


Lord Dorville vifited us. On hearing her name 
| and 
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* ſtory, he diſcovered ſhe was the lady on 
whoſe account you were ſo unha ppy. But as he 
was at that time informed of your departure for 
India, and had no expeQation of ever ſeeing or 
hearing from you, he never mentioned you to 
her or me, leſt he might render her unhappy 


by prolonging remembrances apparently una- 
vailable. 


Your unexpected preſence has diſpell'd the 
- darkneſs in which we have all been long enve- 

lop'd, and (to purſue my metaphor) I fincerely 
wiſh-the ſunſhine of happineſs may enlighten all 
your future days,” 


CHAP. 


" 
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- CHAP. XCVI. 


Events unexpected. 


EE” Dorville's intereſting narrative raiſed 
a variety of emotions in my mind, but 


| D they were all quickly obliterated by the ſenſe of 


my preſent happineſs.—I entreated Caroline's 
permiſſion to bring my father to viſit her the 
enſuing day, which ſhe granted. —My heart di- 
lated with gratitude to heaven, when I conſider- 
ed the reverſe my proſpects had undergone. —I 
look'd forward with delight to this interview be- 
tween my parent ſo providentially diſcovered, 

and my Caroline ſo unexpectedly reſtored. 


Impatience to impart my joy to my father, 
carried me from this party of beloved friends 
with leſs reluctance than I ſhould otherwiſe have 


felt.—He was juſt returned from Windſor when 
I arrived at Berkeley-Square. 


When I recounted the ecclairciſſement of the 
evening, his wonder, and delight ſeem'd to bear 
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an equal proportion to mine. —My ſon (ſaid he) 
you will now indeed give joy to your parent's. 
heart, for he will ſee you happy. 


Belmore, Letitia, and Mr. Cleland all join'd 
in congratulating me. 


Before the uſual hour of paying viſits, the 
Baron accompanied me to Berkeley-Square. 
We were receiv'd by Lord Dorville, to whom 
the Baron pour'd forth his thanks in the moſt 
grateful terms for the kind protection he had af- 
forded me in the ſeaſon of diſtreſs. Lord Dor- 
ville would not liſten to him on this ſubject, nor 
did I wiſh to prolong it, as I was deſirous of 
turning their attention to one more intereſting, — 
my marriage with Miſs Montford. 

The Baron gueſſing at my 1mpatience, imme- 
diately introduced it, and told Lord Dorville he 
would directly put me into poſſeſſion of all the 
fortune of my late Uncle, and alſo ſettle his 
eſtate in Ruſſia on me, reſerving only the uſe of 
it for his own life. I will alſo make a ſettlement 
on the lady (ſaid he) equivalent to * thou- 
ſand pounds. 


« That 


%. 
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« That (cried Lord Dorville) will not be pro- 
portioned to the fortune ſhe will bring.“ | 


I do not conſider that (faid the Baron) the 


ſhall be equally well provided for as if the 
brought that ſum,” 


* You have miſtaken my meaning (reſumed 
Lord Dorville) Miſs Montford-is in poſſeſſion of 
an eſtate of more than twice that value.” 


I gazed at Lord Dorville in amazement.— 
«« Her father (continued he) was diſpoſſeſſed of 
a fine eſtate in Devonſhire, by the iſſue of a 
law-ſuit.—His adverſary, in ſome years after 
ſaw Miſs Montford, who then refided with Lady 
Freemore.—He loved her, propoſed marriage, 
and was rejected. 


« Since her laſt arrival in England he renew- 
ed his offers, and again was refuſed, He was 
ſoon afterwards taken dangerouſly ill, and as his 
advanced time of life precluded all hope of 
getting the better of his diſorder, the approach 
of death forced him to enter into ſerious conſi- 
deration.ä— The eſtate of which he had bereft 
Miſs Montford's family, occaſioned him to feel 

bitter 
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bitter remorſe; it is ſuſpected he owed his ſuc- 
ceeding in the ſuit to the evidence of ſuborned 
witneſſes. —However in his will, he bequeated 
the eſtate to her, with only the condition of di- 
viding it with a brother of hers, who diſappear- 
ed ſome years ſince, if ever he ſhould be found. 
Death ſoon put Miſs Montford into poſſeſſion 
of this bequeſt. The mourning. ſhe now wears 
is a compliment decency requires her to pay to 
the memory of Mr. Viſapour.“ | 


pa Viſapour ! (cried I) wildly ſtarting from 
my feat, good heaven, that was the name of 
the perſon who deprived Mr. Tropic of his eſ- 
tate—was he ever in India ?— . 


% He had juſt come from thence (anſwered | 


Lord Dorville) previous to his committing this 
injury againſt Caroline's family. 


«« Caroline is then the ſiſter of my ever- re- 


gretted friend, my beloved preceptor, (cried J.) 
Mr. Tropic was in reality Montford.— Emily is 
his daughter. — Henry is his ſon. —Relentleſs 
death, —he can never rejoice in this reſtitution. 
-—He is gone for ever. 


i 


— - 


My 


\ 
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„ 
My father and Lord Dorville alarmed at my 
emotion. entreated * to be calm—As ſoon as 


coherently, 1. eee pub chew: 1 | circum- 
ſtances: upon which I formed my belief; — 
agreed that they amounted almoſt to a certainty, 
but adviſed me, before I mentioned the affair 
to Caroline, to enquire from Rymer if he had 


found among Mr. Tropic's papers, any wo | 
which might corroborate our opinion. | 


| The. interview 18 Caroline, my father, 
and me, was truly affeQing.— The diftrefling - 
recollections it naturally revived in the Baron's 
mind, were evidently ſubdued by his joy in the 
eſtabliſh ment. of my happineſs; yet it was viſible 
the ſtrug gle between thoſe contrary emotions 
was painful to his heart. L b i: Tad 


| This intereſting ſcene at an end, I haſtened to 
Rymer's houſe to impart to him the diſcovery 
relative to our deceaſed friend. He recewed the 
intelligence, with the greateſt ſurpriſe, but aſ- 
ſured me that although he had carefully examin'd 
all the papers belonging to Mr. Tropic, in order 
to gain every poſſible inſight into his affairs for 
che benefit of his children, he had never diſco- 

You. III. M ver'd 
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vera any veſtiges Whatfoever, chat tended to 
confirm my fulpicion. Mrs. Nymer. who came 
in, while we Were converfng on this fubject, 
was ſtruck ith amazement on heating the fiafe 
Montford,—after a Tew moments Tecblie cc, 
He ad a eirctimflance recurred to her iind, 
which induced her to believe my Sonjectüre was 
Juſt.— You ny remember my dear (fit Ie, 
 addrefling Rymer (that on the day of dur Wör⸗ 
thy friend's death, you vH me to his hoüife th 
aſſiſt in comforting the unhappy family.— He was 
Mil living when we feach'd bis Ybole, ahd Whilt 
Mr. Townly and you were in his 'aparWnetit 1 
Mayed in that bf Mrs. Trepie.— Se Was thih 
160 much itidi{poſed to lekve her bed, yet ile 
infilted on being perinitted to fee her hüfbattä, 
with a vehemefiece and wildneſs which (Knbwittg 
her naturally mild diſpoſition) fade tie ift tile 
her reaſon was diſturb'd.—I entreated her to be 


Talin, and to conftdter ker own \veakneſs, but 
e heeded me not. 


ce Indi lee y tiiſband (ai (hey death ta 
hot part db. O Montförd, Wontförd! Oh m 
children! What will become of thein, allo, 
Yndoktiolvedpel lend mie to him för pity 
Ake. —Ob! Will knee! 46 Him. ile 5 1s her) 


. 


* 
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—He is good.—He will abſolve me from my 
fatal promiſe.—Unleſs he does, I muſt not, can- 
not diſobey his inj unction. | 


Ahagkld at hearing what | eee thn 
cavings, and alarm'd at her agitation, I ran 
$0:0all vou both to xſſiſt me n pacifying her. 


Emmetliately on ſeeing you the diſeover' d that 


hor huſband was no more, and che dreadful 


Ratings that inſtantly ſeined her, deprived her 


of utterance ler never afterwards reſuming 


paſs d on tat day to the flights of a brain difor- 
der u by Brief and weakneſs, conſequently 1 
never repeated it, nor ſhou'd I now have thought 


1 repetition of the name of 


Montford.— It muſt be fo (cried Rymer) the 
real name of our friend was Montford ; yet what 


cou induce che man whoſe every aktion was 


fit to bear the inſpection of heaven and earth, 


who was an honor to his! ſpecies, 5 


diſguiſe ?—the cauſe is obvious (replied I) his 
tircumſtances were indigent, his Yeſcont noble, 


he was fuperior to pride, yet not deſtitute of 
that dignity of ſpirit which finds it difheult to 


. Noop to an inferior ſtation, or bear the ny | 


M 2 of 


the fame ſubject, cauſed me to attribute what | 


TH t 
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of the unfeeling or . * of man- 
kind. | 


« I recolle& (ſaid Rymer) that a few days 
before his fatal Ylneſs, he requeſted me to for- 
ward a letter of his to a woman of quality in 
Italy. I ſent it by Mr. Northley, then going 
thither,—which letter (cried the . aunt of Mrs, 
Rymer, who had enter'd the room with her) 
Mr. Northley brought back in a year after- 
wards, and deliver'd into my care, ſaying,” the 
lady to whom it was directed, had died before 
he reach'd Florence. I would have ſent it to you 
to Ireland, only he told me it was a thing of no 
avail, which had been given you by ſome perſon 
who he ſuppoſed wou'd call for it ſome time or 
© Other. ; 


« Where is the letter dear madam (eried 
- Rymer haſftily)——the good woman ran and 
fetch'd it. directly. I ſaw by the direction it 
was intended for the Aunt of Caroline, with 
whom ſhe had reſided at Florence. I informed 
Rymer of this particular, and he, thinking him- 
ſelf authoriſed, as the Executor of our friend to 
inſpect the contents of the letter, opened it, and 
we read as follows: | | 


« I have 
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% have hitherto ſtrictly complied with the 
condition your ladyſhip exacted; becauſe the 
welfare of my ſiſter depended upon my doing 
ſo. I have ſuffered much anxiety in. the obſerv-. 
ance of your hard reſtriction; indeed it has been 
one of the moſt painful attendants on my adver- 
ſity.—It is grievous to live eſtranged from a 
filter truly dear to me; but it is ſtill more ſo to 
be incapacitated from fulfilling the laſt command 
of the beſt of parents — With his dying breath 
he enjoin'd me not only to be a brother, but a 
parent to Caroline. Alas! it was not in my. 
power to execute the ſacred truſt he repoſed in 
me; you treated my misfortunes: with. the diſ- 
dain due to criminality.—You interdicted me: 

from correſponding with my ſiſter, under the pe- 
nalty of reducing her to a participation of my 

indigence ; and leſt I ſhould expoſe her to this 
{.yere alternative I was forced to comply. But 
let me now entreat your ladyſhip to diſmiſs thoſe 
illiberal and unchriſtian prejudices, which hade 
ſuggeſted a conduct unworthy of your judgment, 
and repugnant to your feelings. Conſider the 
natural equality of mankind, which in ſpight of 
the capricious diſtributions of fortune, muſt 
recur to all—the advantages of proſperity are 
tranſient— 
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tyarifient—tho glories of the world fade away, 
and the whole human race muſt fink to fimilar 


kwwiliation, and ſleep in duſt. Poverty does not 


diveſt me of my natural rights ; the afftictions it 
brings are ſufficient without calling in aggrava- 
tions to wound a dejected ſpirn.—No longer then 
rigotouſly exact the performance of a promiſe 
that gives additional poignancy to the ills I daily 
ſuffer. I only aſk to be permitted to write to 
Caroline, and ſometimes hear from her in return. 


—If you dread that my reduced fation may re- - 


fle diſcredit on her, I aſſure you there is no- 
thing to be apprehended on that ſcore. I am 
loit to the world, my name ſunk, and my 
connections unknown ---When I went forth to 
wander in ſearch of a precarious ſubſi ſtance 
I laid down the name of Montford, and af. 
ſumed that of Tropic---by that alone ſhall my 
children be diftinguiſhed---they ſhall never 
know their deſcent ; they ſhall never regret the 


proſpects which have vaniſhed, no more to be 


recalled, 


% The worthy and amiable partner of my 
diſtreſſes has promiſed me to guard from their 


* a ſecret that would be fatal to their 
peace; 


% GY 


] 
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peace; they: ſhall be bred humbly. and. ofefully ; . 
ſtrangers to every,: aſpiring ſentiment, - and 
ignorant af refinements which only render the 
ſoul vulnerable to pain and regret... * 


« Your ladyſhip will ſee that by this arrange- 
ment the dignity of my relations will never 
be injured through: my means. Indeed I do 
not wiſh to hold a place in the remembrance 
of any individual among them, my: fiſter ex- 
cepted.—I hope I am incapable: of being in- 
fluenced by unjuſtifiable- pride or reſentment ; 
but it is my unalterable reſolution never to- 
apply to my relations to mitigate any diftref- 
ſes I or my family experience. No, I will 
eaſt myſelf. and the objects of my deareſt af= 
ſection, on the humanity of the world at 
large, e'er I will teach them to build a de- 
pendance' on the compaſſion of hearts which 
were callous to the miſeries of my father, or 
plead to ears that were deaf to the repreſenta- 
tions of my own ſufferings. | 
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* Pardon me madam for calling your at- 
tention to affairs neceſſarily unintereſting to you. 
If you condeſcend to anſwer this letter, pleaſe 
to dire to the Rev. H. Tropic, Grecian 9 
Houſe, London. I am, 

With affectionate regards to my Siſter, 

..- * Your ladyſhip's humble ſervant, . 
H. MONTFORD.”; 


< This letter, containing a complete eclair- 
ciſſement; Rymer and I haſtened to Lord Dor- 
ville's, to ſhew it to him and my father, who 
was waiting my return thither. Their tears 
flowed in union with ours on reading over the 
melancholy expoſtulation of the worthy Mont- 
ford; and the Baron declared he felt much 
happineſs at having it in his power to reinſtate 
his offspring in their family rights. « My ſon 
(cried he) is already poſſeſſed of an ample for- 
tune Let Miſs Montford ſurrender the whole 
of her brothers eſtate to his children.—Charles 
will receive her hand as the choiceſt treaſure 
Fate can beſtow,” D“ | | 


« 


I caſt myſelf at the feet of my generous pa- 
rent, who had thus anticipated a ſimilar offer 
from me, He kindly raiſed me, and declared 

he 
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he knew no other uſe of riches than to employ 
them in promoting my happineſs. | 


Lord Dorville undertook the taſk of making 
Miſs Montford acquainted with our diſcovery, 
whilſt my father and I went to his Lawyer to ſet. 
him about drawing up the neceſſary ———— 
for my marriage, 
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pardon me madam for calling your at- 

tention to affairs neceſſarily unintereſting to you. 

If you condeſcend to anſwer this letter, pleaſe 

to direct to the Rev. H. Tropic, Gerry — 

Houſe, London. I am, 

With affectionate regards to my Siſter, 
1855 lle Fame: ladyſhip's humble ſervant, 

1 H: MONTF ORD.” 


This letter, containing a complete eclair- 
eiſſement; Rymer and I haſtened to Lord Dor- 
ville's, to ſhew it to him and my father, who 
was waiting my return thither. Their tears 
flowed in union with ours on reading over the 
melancholy expoſtulation of the worthy Mont- 
ford; and the Baron declared he felt much 
happineſs at having it in his power to reinſtate 
his offspring in their family rights. My ſon 
(cried he) is already poſſeſſed of an ample for- 
tune Let Miſs Montford ſurrender the whole 
of her brothers eſtate to his children.—Charles 
will receive her hand as the choiceſt treaſure 
Fate can beſtow,” D | 


- I caſt myſelf at the feet of my generous pa- 
rent, who had thus anticipated a fimilar offer 


from me. He kindly raiſed me, and declared 
he 
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he knew no other uſe of riches than to employ 
them in promoting my happineſs. | 


Lord Dorville undertook the taſk of making 
Miſs Montford acquainted with our diſcovery, 
whilſt my father and I went to his Lawyer to ſet. 
him about drawing up the neceſſary — 
for my marriage. 
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CHAP. xcvn. 
In which the Hiftory 3 naar iti Period. 


FT E R putting this buſineſs in for- 
wardneſs, the Baron and I retured to 
Groſvenor-Square, where Belmore waited to in- 
form us he had heard from North Allerton, that 
20,0001. had been left to him by his mother's 
father, who. had died about a month before his 
return from India. Our felicitations on this ſcore 
were interrupted, by the entrance of a viſitor. — 
It was Mc Snarl, who on his arrival in town, 
was informed of my return to England, and haſt- 
ened to ſet ey n on me, as he phraſed it. 


L received the faithful creature with the utmoſt 
pleaſure, and introduced him to the Baron, as 

the perſon who had rendered me the moſt friendly 

offices in the hour of my greateſt adverſity. 


The 


P—  — 


—— x ©  - 


— 
— — —— —— — — 
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| The Baron thank'd kim gratefully for his kind 
adherence to me, and told him that (with Lord 
Dorville's permiſſion) he ſhould offer him a civil 
employment, which he had that morning par- 
chaſed for him, and Which brought in a hands. 


ſome income. 


— — — — —— — —— — 
5 ——— —_ 
— — — HRS 1 — — — 


— — — 
— 


— ̃ ̃ — — 
— ——_ 


The n with - 
joy and gratitude, but hefars be had time to u- 
ter half the acknowledgments his heart dictated, 
Rymer came in agcompabied by Me Cannon, wo 


called ito ene 
for Ireland. | 


* 
——— ——a—ͤ— m' —— - — ṹ — — 
8 —_ — — 
—— = 


> 


| 


| 
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After 5 his | 3 * de Bargp, a 
and me, he advanced to Me. Snarl (who came 
half way to meet him) crying, —* Arrah my old 
fellbw. traveller, is it 'you'? Upon my confciencte 
T1 am heartily glad te {ee vou well; and how do. 
you get your heatth Py Lf rg | 
2: i « Gaily m thank your ent (return d 
Me Snarl ſhakking bands with 633 Im 
e neee D771) wars 


g 1 
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Upon my ſalvation and ſo am I myſelf (cried 
Me Cannon (altho* we agreed but badly in our 
travels) — but I hope you are by this time con- 
vinced that Ireland is at leaſt as old as ny; other 
kingdom i in God's creation. | | 


80 Tis an unfoonded opeenion (aid Me Snarl) 
the Saivages the Iriſh call-d * were e naitking 
mair rows Lairds 0 Clains.” 


4 Byn 171 foul but Ky were beg bene Me 
Cannon) for my own great grandfather was near- 
ly related to half a ſcore abſolute monarchs, who 
all reign'd at the ſame time in one county in 
Munſter.“ | 


N pim (cried Mc Snarl peevithly) I wun na 
| mairvel gin you ſeed. your ainceſtors were Laird 
Mayors and Kneeghts o' the Gairter, 1 in the days 
* Raimulus and Remus.“ 


«] don't 3 well e! what you'd be : 
at honey (cried Me. Cannon) but I'll-tell: you a 
bit of a ſecret that all the world knows, and that 

is, 
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is, that an Iriſhman never puts up with an affront 
until after he gets ſatisfaction for it.” 


Finding this converſation, if further purſued, 
might break off the amity of the new met friends, 
I interrupted it by obſerving that it would be a 


pity that national prejudices ſhould FAIR) uni- 5 


verſal good will. 


cc That's very true ves (aid Me — 5 


t and as that is the caſe it is better for people fince 
they can't agree, to leave off diſputing. —Here' 8 


my hand (continued he addreſſing Me Snarl) 


and if ever you come to Munſler, I'll ſnew you 


that the“ we are no longer Kings, yet we live like 


Princes.“ After ſhaking Mc Snarl's hand with 


much warmth, he wiſh'd us all N and E: 


| A; - 


Our whole family being POLE to 1 at 
Berkley-Square, Mrs. Cleland. and I went thi- 
| ther early : ſhe-for the purpoſe of giving her old 
friend Lady Dorville a detail of -her adventures 
which ſhe promiſed to do. And I for, che more 5 
intereſting one of obtainin an- opportunity of 
converſing with Miſs Montford, —She was in 
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tears when ! entered.—*< Ah! Charles (aid ſhe) 
how ſeverely has my heart been diftreſs'd by 
learning the fate of my dear unhappy brother— 
how deeply is it affected by the Baron's generous 
propofal, and the proof you have given of dif- 
en attachment. 8 


Name it not my ever dear Caroline {eried I) 
my happineſs depends on being united with you. 
I eannot therefore be confidered as acting diſin- 
aereſtedly,” befides it was my firm refolution to 
make an ample proviſion out of my own fortune for 
the children of my beſt friend ; ; before I knew they 
were to be connected with me by a tie that ſtill 
more endears.them to my heart. *Fliis mode of 
doing fo is doubly pleaſing. —How happy mall 
we be my dear Caroline, in exerting our atten- 
tions to form the minds, and promote the welfare 
of the offspring of him to whoſe affections we 
are fo much indebted. But let us not dwetl on 
this affecting fabjeR, let us welcome the chear- 
ful profpe&ts that ariſe, and indicate our future 
happineſs. —Good heaven! when 1 think of the 

_ quick, the wonderful reverſe T have experienced, 
1 can n fearoely | believe. my feligity real. 


1 5 1. 


Our converſation was interrupted by the en- 
trance of the reſt of our friends. Mr. and Mrs, 
Rymer, and Henry, ſoon after joined us.—Caro- 
Une gazed on Henry and Emily by turns, with 
mingled ſorrow and delight, and preſs'd them al- 
ternately to her heart.—* In what words (cried 
ſhe) can I addreſs the kind protectors of theſe 
dear orphans, who might have periſhed but for 
the timely exertions of humanity. All thanks 


are inadequate to ſuch obligations; but your good- 


neſs is regiſtered in heaven, and there will meet 
its reward. 


Mr. and Mrs. Rymer were viſibly concerned 


at the thought of Henry's being now to be with- _ 


drawn from their care; and Henry burſt into 
tears at hearing he was to be ſeparated from 
them.—** I cannot leave you (ſaid he to Rymer) 
no people are ſo gentle, —ſo good as Mrs. Rymer 
and you.—None love me ſo well, and I love you 
both better than all the world.” 


* 


We all were affected by this artleſs teſtimony 
of gratitude. And Rymer and his wife declared 
5 they would let their eſtate in Ireland, and in future 
reſide in their native country, where they wou'd 

frequently | 


ſ 


46 
frequently have the pleaſure of ſeeing their little 
favourites, and enjoying the ſociety of ſuch a 
group of friends. 2 


CHAP, 
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cH AP. XVI. 


Concluſion. 


— — 


HE lawyers were prevail'd upon by the all 
powerful influence of gold to expedite 
their preparations, and in a few days Caroline 
and I were attended to church by our friends, 
where my happineſs was compleated by receiv- 
ing her hand from Lord Dorville.— From the 
church we return'd to Berkley-Square, where 
we breakfaſted, and immediately afterwards, ac- 
cording to the arrangement the Baron had form'd, 
ſet out for his houſe at G; we were a large 
cavalcade as the entire families of Lord Dorville 
and Mr. Cleland, with Miſs Grub, and Mr. 
and Mrs, Rymer accompanied us; juſt as I was 
handing Mrs. Townly into the carriage the kind 
hearted poet flip'd a folded paper in my hand, 
which he deſired I wou'd peruſe at my leiſure, — 
on examining it I found it was an epithalamium 
compoſed by himſelf on the occaſion in a "rr 
elegant ſtyle, 


Our journey to G was very pleaſant, 
every body was in high ſpirits, particularly 
| Belmore 


— 
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Belmore and Miſs Grub, who ſeem'd ſo much 
1 with each other, that Rymer propheſied 
he ſhould ſoon find more employment for his 
| muſe, in the compoſition of nuptial ſongs. 


Our arrival was proclaim'd by the ringing of 
bells, and every mark of feftivity ; on alght= 
ing from our qarriages and entering the Barog's 
houſe, we were met by an elderly woman of 
pleaſing appearance; here Matilda (cried my 
father preſenting me to her) here is my fon 
whom you formerly brought ta this abode a 
helpleſs infant, he comes now to thank and re· 
ward vou. | 


The good woman claſp'd me in her arms and: 
wept. Oh heaven! (cried fhe) only for one 
confideration how happy wou'd this moment 
be, the Baron turn'd away abruptly, and left me 
converſing with the good Matilda, whoſe huſ- 
band I found he had placed in the office of his 
ſteward, and retain'd her as bis houſekeeper.— 
J aſſured her of my friendſhip and protection 
and made her a handſome preſent, my Caroline 
too thank'd her for the ſervices ſhe had rendered 
me, and told her ſhe ſhou'd never think ſhe cou'd 
ſufficiently demonſtrate her gratitude, 
be 
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The day after our arrival we were viſlt- 
ed by all the chief inhabitants of the place 
to offer their congratulations; among others, 
Mr. Prig prefented himfelf and appear'd to 
be totally unconſcious of any impropriety in 
doing ſo; I received him with a frigid air of 
politeneſs which might have diſconcerted a ; perſon 
of more feeling, but he ſeem'd quite callous, 


and after chatting away the uſual time of a 


morning viſit, took leave witk apparent eaſe and 1 
unconcern. i 9 


The truth is, he was one of thoſe buſy perſons, 
who like to make themſelves neceſſary to their 
; betters, and frequently commit injuries without 
entertaining malice ; he therefore cou'd not be 
ſepfible of the reſentment his conduct to me had 
juſtly excited, 


Thoſe ſacrifices to ceremony over we enjoy d 
the true pleaſures of friendſhip and ſociety in our 
domeſtic circle; and the preſent felicity was 
| heightened by the remembrance of the ou mis- 
fortunes and ane 


In a few days after our arrival; the Baron re- 
queſted Caroline and me to accompany him in a 
walk, we inſtantly acquieſced, and he led us to 
; . che 
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the church, where we ſaw an elegant monument. 
— Behold (cried he) the tomb of Sophia, the 
erection of which has ſo long detain'd me in 
England. There reſts all that was mortal of the 
moſt amiable, the moſt lovely of her ſex—there 
alſo, when this tranſitory life is ended, will 1 
ſleep, until we are call'd to endleſs exiſtence. — 
Weep not my children (continued he, to Caro- 
line and me, who had involuntarily caſt ourſelves 
on our knees) may your hearts be faithful. and 
affectionate as ours, and may your lot be far 
more fortunate. 


« Hear me oh heaven! (cried Caroline) make 
me deſerving and amiable as ſhe was: let her 
example never be loſt to my 9 4 


« Pardon me my beloved children (reſumed 
the Baron) for leading you to this affeQing ſpec- 
tacle ;—It was a reſpect due to the memory of 
departed worth, the ſorrows you have now felt 
will be ſalutary to your hearts—! will never more 
aſk you to renew them. Go, fulfil the uſeful du- 
ties, enjoy the innocent pleaſures of life, and 
let the conſtant exerciſe of benevolence and vir- 
tue prepare you for the enjoyment of never end- 


ing felicity,” 


Having 
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Having brought up my hiſtory to this period, 
I ſhall now take leave of the reader.—If the pe- 
N. of my little work ſhould afford him a pleaſ. 
ing amuſement my wiſh will be gratified, but if *- 
it fails in this, at leaſt I ſhall have the ſatisfaftion 
of thinking that nothing which flowed from my 
pen can pervert 8 or We 5 
heart. 


EN. 1 $ 
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